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ABSTRACT

As waves propagate from a source to a receiver, traversing a scattering medium, they interact with the

inhomogeneities present in the medium. Depending on the scattering strength of the medium, or the

propagation time, different waves may be recorded at the receiver location. These waves range from direct

to single scattered to weakly multiple scattered to diffuse waves, and they contain information about the

medium through which they propagate. These different waves have been used to locate and image seismic

sources in strongly scattering media using the time-reversal method. This method consists of recording, at

discrete receivers, the wave forms generated by a source, time-reversing these signals, and sending these

signals back into the propagating medium (either physical or virtual) as new sources. Once the

time-reversed signals are propagated into the medium, all the way back to the excitation time of the

(original) source, the wave field is concentrated at the source location, provided the wave field is known on

a closed surface surrounding the medium. The resolution with which one images the source is limited by

the bandwidth of the wave field and the recording aperture. To deal with these resolution limitations, I

develop a weighted time-reversal method, that is aimed at optimally localizing the source in space and

time, within a given area. The weights compensate for the frequency content of the wave field and the

acquisition geometry of the experiment, at the expense of very large wave field amplitudes outside the area

on which I localize the source.

In addition to source focusing, one may want to describe the propagation of a wave field in strongly

scattering media. Such description, via wave field amplitudes and phases, is not always possible because

one may not know the location or characteristics of individual scatterers. If instead of wave field

amplitudes and phases, one considers wave energy, it is possible to describe the wave propagation on

average using the radiative transfer equations, which are based on energy conservation. These equations,

which are hard to solve numerically due to coupling between angular directions as well as wave modes,

describe the propagation of energy in a scattering medium as a function of space, time, direction of

propagation, and wave mode (if considering elastic waves). To solve these equations, I construct a

time-stepping algorithm with which I evolve the energy over time. To validate my numerical method, I

compare the solutions that I obtain with known solutions, and find good agreement.

Because my algorithm accounts for the direction of propagation and wave mode, I use my algorithm to

study the distribution of energy among propagation directions (valid for acoustic and elastic waves), and

among wave modes (valid only for elastic waves). I find that the distribution of energy among propagation

directions and wave modes, also known as the extent of equipartitioning, strongly depends on space and
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time. Thus, the equipartitioning of a wave field is not a global, but a local property. This local behavior

has implications for Green’s function reconstructions where one assumes that the noise field that one uses

in the reconstruction is equipartitioned. Because equipartitioning is a local rather than a global concept,

the accuracy of the Green’s function retrieval may be a function of space and time, contingent upon the

length of the time windows that are used in the reconstruction of the Green’s function.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

As waves propagate through a medium with inhomogeneities, they scatter, and travel through a

multitude of travel paths. Generally speaking, one can identify four types of wave propagation regimes,

either in terms of increasing scattering strength, or increasing propagation time, which I illustrate in

Figure 1.1. Firstly, there are direct (or ballistic) waves, which travel on the direct path connecting the

source and receiver locations. Secondly, singly scattered waves, which scatter once on the path from source

to receiver. Thirdly, weak to strong multiply scattered waves, which scatter multiple times on the path

from source to receiver. Lastly, diffuse waves, which are a type of strong multiply scattered waves. These

waves have scattered so much that they lose track of their initial propagation direction and follow a

random-walk-like trajectory (Franceschetti et al., 2004).

Figure 1.1 Illustration of scattering regimes in terms of either scattering strength (red arrow) or
propagation time (blue arrow).

These different wave types, and the information that they contain, have been used in passive

monitoring to locate and image seismic sources in strongly scattering media (Oren and Shragge, 2021),

through wave field focusing. In this thesis, I refer to focusing as the process by which an incident wave field

collapses, as well as possible, into a spatio-temporal delta function δ(x− x0)δ(t− t0) (Rose, 2002). In

simple terms, this definition says that focusing is the process by which a wave field becomes localized at a

given spatial location x0 at a given time t0. Other definitions of focusing also consider extended spatial

distributions (Bazargani and Snieder, 2016). Methods such as inverse scattering (Broggini et al., 2012),
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phase conjugation (Jackson and Dowling, 1991), inverse filtering (Tanter et al., 2000; Tanter et al., 2001),

and time-reversal (Parvulescu and Clay, 1965; Fink, 1997) have been used to achieve source focusing. The

last of these methods has been thoroughly tested and found to be robust in strongly scattering media (Fink

et al., 2002). In Chapter 2 of this thesis, I place emphasis on a modified version of the time-reversal

method, which I call weighted time-reversal.

Time-reversal (TR) techniques have been widely used in seismology to study source focusing. Some

applications include analysis of earthquake source mechanisms and location estimation (Lokmer et al.,

2009), monitoring of nuclear explosions and environmental applications (Larmat et al., 2010), microseismic

event location (Lu et al., 2008), reservoir monitoring (Shapiro, 2008), and reversed time migration

(Schuster, 2002). TR techniques have also found use in other fields which include underwater acoustics

communication (Edelmann et al., 2005), three-dimensional elastic media communication (Anderson et al.,

2016), subsurface detection (Micolau et al., 2003), study of electromagnetic waves (Lerosey et al., 2004),

ultrasonic nondestructive testing (Chakroun et al., 1995), and real-time tracking of gallstones during

lithotripsy treatments (Fink et al., 2003). TR techniques were first experimentally developed by Parvulescu

and Clay (1965) in the field of underwater acoustics, and later formalized by Fink (1997). TR techniques

rely on the even order of the time differential operator in the wave equation and on spatial reciprocity

(Fink et al., 2002; Snieder, 2004), and perform well in heterogeneous media (Cassereau and Fink, 1992;

Blomgren et al., 2002). These techniques are based on the fact that one can transform the time variable

t→ −t to reverse the direction of time without altering the governing wave equation in non-dissipative

environments (Fink et al., 2002). This reversibility property allows one to time-reverse the wave field

recorded by a set of receivers all the way back to the point in time at which the wave field was generated.

The TR process consists of recording the wave form (generated by a source) at discrete receivers,

time-reversing the signal, and sending this signal back into the propagating medium (either physical or

virtual) as a new source. Ideally, the wave field that is sent back into the medium should focus at the

source location x0 at excitation time t0, provided that one either has accurate knowledge of the medium

properties (numerical time-reversal) or one propagates the time-reversed signal back into the medium in

which the forward propagation took place (Fink et al., 2003). In practice, the wave field never truly

collapses into a point in space and time. The focusing is spatially (and temporally) limited due to the finite

bandwidth of the wave field and the imperfect sampling geometries (e.g., one-sided recording) that are used

in seismology (Wapenaar et al., 2014). This focusing limitation is the wave diffraction limit, also known as

Abbe’s diffraction limit, which states that focusing can not be achieved with a resolution better than half a

wavelength (λ/2) (Maznev and Wright, 2017).
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It has been a longstanding research question whether it is possible to achieve resolution better than the

diffraction limit to improve the spatial (and temporal) focal resolution. Some of the earliest ideas in the

matter were postulated by Francia (1952). They proposed the idea of imaging beyond the diffraction limit

using optimal circular array apertures. With these arrays, they optimally focused waves in a limited region

of space. However, they found that outside this region, the wave field becomes very strong. They showed

that if one increases the power of the circular arrays (with the goal of enhancing the focal resolution), the

wave field outside the region of interest becomes increasingly large. More recently, novel developments in

the optics community have shown that it is possible in practice to achieve resolution better than the

diffraction limit, a phenomenon which is referred to as super-resolution (Rogers and Zheludev, 2013). Some

of these developments include Near-Field Scanning Optical Microscopy (SNOM) where a scanning array

collects information of propagating and evanescent waves near the source (Pohl et al., 1984), negative index

super-lenses which allow transferring evanescent waves from the source to the image plane (Pendry, 2000),

and super-oscillatory imaging lenses which allow for imaging beyond the diffraction limit but often produce

adjacent side-bands (Rogers and Zheludev, 2013).

Achieving super-resolution would aid in enhancing focal resolution, which has implications for focusing

through human tissue (Thomas and Fink, 1996), acoustic source reconstruction (Antoni, 2012), localization

of moving sound sources in shallow water (Soares et al., 1999), and focusing in turbid media (Mosk et al.,

2012). Outside of the field of optics, several researchers have developed novel super-resolution techniques.

Lerosey et al. (2007) achieve super-resolution with far field time-reversal by placing random scatterers near

the source location, Lemoult et al. (2011) use acoustic resonators in the far field to achieve sub-wavelength

resolution of sound, Mimani et al. (2015) propose a sponge-layer time-reversal technique to improve

aero-acoustic time-reversal imaging, Schuster et al. (2012) introduce the idea of a seismic scanning

tunneling macroscope, analogous to SNOM, which requires scatterers in the vicinity of the seismic source,

and Guo et al. (2016) show that in the far field it suffices to use resonant multiples in data migration to

achieve sub-wavelength resolution. All of these developments rely, one way or another, on either the use of

evanescent or strongly scattered waves. The former help retrieve the full wave field spectrum (Katrich,

2005), and the latter help with the source illumination (Fink, 2006). In practice, one does not always have

access to evanescent or strongly scattered waves. The evanescent waves decay very rapidly beyond the

near-field, and strongly scattered waves are only generated in strongly heterogeneous media.

To avoid using evanescent or strongly scattered waves in enhancing the focal resolution, I pose the

following question in Chapter 2: is it possible to enhance the spatio-temporal focal resolution by

modifying the TR process? I formulate this question as a modified Backus-Gilbert (BG) problem (Backus

and Gilbert, 1968), in the sense that I look for the optimal weights with which I can reconstruct a

3



band-limited delta function in space and time (after time-reversal), robust to errors in the velocity model

and estimated source location. In Chapter 2 I provide the answer to this question through numerical

experiments in homogenous as well as heterogeneous media. As I show in Chapter 2, it is indeed possible

to enhance the focal resolution, to some extent, through a weighted TR process, but this enhancement can

only be done locally in an area denoted the field-of-view (FOV). This FOV corresponds to a limited spatial

area on which I optimize the source focusing. Outside this area, large wave field amplitudes arise. This

wave field amplitude behavior suggests that the optimization of the focal resolution must be treated as a

local rather than global process. The work that I present in Chapter 2 is linked to earlier work in

seismology such as that of Anderson et al. (2015) who achieve temporal focusing via deconvolution which

is implemented as an inverse filter in the frequency domain, and that of Bazargani and Snieder (2016) who

minimize the difference between the backpropagated wave field and the time-reversed displacement field in

the near source region by searching for optimal signals to send into the medium.

While source focusing has been a useful tool in the passive monitoring of seismic sources (Anderson

et al., 2015; Douma et al., 2015), it is also of interest to understand (qualitatively and quantitatively) wave

field propagation in strongly scattering media. In such media, it is not always possible to compute wave

field amplitudes and phases, since one may not know the location or characteristics of individual scatterers

(for a discussion on the matter see Chapter 1 of Ishimaru, 1978). However, if instead of wave field

displacements, one pays attention to wave field energies, it is possible to describe the wave field

propagation on average, using the radiative transfer equations (RTE).

Figure 1.2 Schematic of the radiative transfer equations using energy conservation. The black arrow
indicates energy incoming from a propagation direction n̂. The dashed black arrow indicates energy that is
scattered along the same propagation direction n̂. The red arrows indicate energy scattered to other
propagation directions. The green arrows indicate energy incident from directions different to n̂. The grey
dot represents a scatterer.
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The RTE are based on the principle of energy conservation (Turner and Weaver, 1994). In simple terms

one can represent the RTE through the following relation

[∂t + vn̂ · ∇]intensity = source− loss + gain. (1.1)

In expression 1.1, ∂t is the time derivative, v is the speed of propagation of the waves, n̂ is the direction

along which energy advects, and ∇ is the gradient operator. This expression states that as energy advects

along the propagation direction n̂ (left-hand side), it loses energy due to scattering to other directions and

gains energy due to scattering from other directions and from any sources that may be present. I illustrate

this energy principle in Figure 1.2. Formally, the RTE consist of a coupled system of integro-differential

equations where one solves for the wave intensity as a function of space, time, and angular direction (and

wave mode if dealing with elastic waves), assuming one knows the scattering mean free path(s), the angular

dependence of the scattering pattern(s), and the speed(s) of energy propagation.

Both acoustic and elastic formulations to the RTE have been studied (Gaebler et al., 2015; Margerin

et al., 2016; Zhang and Sens-Schönfelder, 2022), with most of the attention devoted to the acoustic

formulation. The elastic formulation is harder to study than the acoustic formulation, because there is

coupling not only in the angular direction but also in the mode of propagation due to P → S and S → P

mode conversions. The acoustic description to RTE has been used in astrophysics to analyze radiation

transport across cosmic dust in a wide range of astrophysical objects (Steinacker et al., 2002), in

atmospheric sciences to model solar radiation across clouds to better understand the evolution of sea

surface temperatures (Evans and Stephens, 1995), in optics to develop novel optical tomographic imaging

algorithms which allow diagnosis and treatment of biological tissues (Klose et al., 2002), in acoustics to

model the interaction of acoustic waves with the ocean bottom (Quijano and Zurk, 2009), in geophysics to

model infrared radiation across volcanic ash clouds (Prata, 1989), heat transfer in the mantle (Hofmeister,

2005), and scattering kernels in coda wave interferometry (Pacheco and Snieder, 2005; Rossetto et al.,

2011; Margerin et al., 2016; Snieder et al., 2019; Duran et al., 2020).

The last of these applications has gained much attention in the fields of passive imaging and

non-destructive testing, because with coda wave interferometry it is possible to localize (to some extent)

the time-lapse changes in medium properties (Pacheco and Snieder, 2005; Planès et al., 2014; and Margerin

et al., 2016). To this end, one solves an inverse problem (i.e., d = Gm), where one seeks to retrieve a

model m, from data d, using a forward operator G. In the context of coda wave interferometry, the data is

the average time-shift (within a given time window) between wave forms recorded before and after the

time-lapse change, the model is the localized perturbation, and the forward operator is the scattering

kernel (Snieder et al., 2019). This kernel is a function of the spatial coordinate x, the location of the source
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xs, the receiver xr, the time window over which the travel time shift is measured, as well as on the wave

intensities, which are the solution to the RTE. Because with RTE it is possible to describe the

spatio-temporal-angular distribution of the wave intensities, solving these equations has become important

in the construction of accurate scattering kernels (Margerin et al., 2016; Zhang et al., 2021).

Several numerical techniques have been developed to model the RTE. These include the discontinuous

Galerkin finite element method (Clarke et al., 2019; Han et al., 2010), Markov chain Monte Carlo

(Iwabuchi, 2006; Xu et al., 2011; Camps and Baes, 2018; Noebauer and Sim, 2019; Przybilla and Korn,

2008; Yoshimoto, 2000), finite difference (Klose and Hielscher, 1999), and wave equation modeling, whereby

one exploits the connection between the acoustic wave equation and the acoustic RTE (Przybilla et al.,

2006; Kanu and Snieder, 2015; Snieder et al., 2019; Duran et al., 2020). In addition to these numerical

techniques, several authors have derived analytical approximations to the acoustic RTE. These

approximations include assuming a point-like, isotropic, impulsive source of intensity in a statistically

homogeneous medium (Margerin et al., 2016), expanding the intensity and scattering function into a finite

sum of Legendre polynomial and then solving a finite system of equations for the unknown coefficients

appearing in a truncated expansion (Roberge, 1983), decomposing the specific intensities into a sum of

partial intensities and then solving the RTE for each partial intensity assuming that scattering is

angle-independent and that the source is isotropic (Paasschens, 1997), assuming a steady-state intensity

field (Fan et al., 2019; Le Hardy et al., 2016), assuming azimuthal symmetry (Baes and Dejonghe, 2001;

de Abreu, 2004), or assuming that the wave propagation is diffusive, which is only valid at times much

larger than the transport mean free time (Rossetto et al., 2011; Planès et al., 2014). These theoretical

developments, though insightful and meaningful in some particular applications, can not always be

generalized due to the assumptions that they require.

To address some of the analytical limitations mentioned above, I propose an efficient time-stepping

algorithm in Chapter 3 to solve the acoustic RTE. This algorithm is based on transforming the acoustic

RTE into integral equations for the specific intensities, following the work of Paasschens (1997), and then

evolving the specific intensities over time. This algorithm consists of computing the specific intensities at

time t, from the specific intensities at t−∆t. The relation between the intensities at time t and t−∆t is

given by a time-stepping matrix which arises due to the discretization over angular directions. The

numerical algorithm that I propose is valid for different types of initial condition, as well as

angle-dependent scattering, and non-uniform (in space) scattering. While with my time-stepping algorithm

I do not currently handle boundary conditions, they can be incorporated into the algorithm using energy

conservation.
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The elastic RTE has been mostly restricted to seismological applications. Some of the earliest work was

done by Wu and Aki (1985). They introduce the RTE in seismology to describe the generation of seismic

coda as seismic waves scatter through the heterogeneous Earth’s structure. Sato et al. (1997) used the

elastic RTE to derive semi-analytical expressions of the energy density due to a point shear-dislocation

source. Margerin et al. (2000) used Monte Carlo simulations to study the multiple scattering of elastic

waves via the elastic RTE. Przybilla et al. (2006) solve the elastic RTE using a Monte Carlo method and

compare their results to finite difference modeling of elastic waves in a two-dimensional (2-D) random

medium. Yamamoto and Sato (2010) use elastic RTE to study the scattering properties of the Asama

volcano in Japan. In addition to the applications mentioned above, the RTE have been used to study the

late time behavior of acoustic and elastic energy in strongly scattering media. Ishimaru (1978) showed that

for late times, when the wave propagation is almost independent of direction, and is nearly stationary in

time, the acoustic RTE lead to diffusive energy transport. Similarly, Ryzhik et al. (1996) and Turner and

Weaver (1994) derived the diffusion approximation to the elastic RTE. As elastic waves are scattered more

and more, the energy of the waves equilibrates between wave modes and propagation directions. This

equilibration is referred to as equipartitioning. Ryzhik et al. (1996) showed through the elastic RTE that

the ratio of the total S to the total P energy of elastic waves converges to 2v3
p/v

3
s in three dimensions (3-D)

regardless of the scattering properties of the medium or the type of source that releases the energy. Weaver

(1982) and Snieder (2002) also derived this ratio without invoking the RTE. Zhang et al. (2021) showed

that in 2-D this ratio converges to v2
p/v

2
s . Margerin et al. (2000) investigated the time evolution of the

ratio Es(t)/Ep(t), via Monte Carlo simulations of the elastic RTE, as a marker of different scattering

mechanisms.

The concept of energy equipartitioning has also been a topic of discussion in seismic interferometry.

The main idea behind seismic interferometry is that one can retrieve the causal and anti-causal Green’s

function propagating between receiver locations A and B by cross-correlating noise recorded at such

locations. In seismic interferometry, one assumes that the noise has no preferred propagation direction

(Wapenaar et al., 2010). If these assumptions hold, one should retrieve, via cross-correlation, symmetric

causal and anti-causal Green’s functions (Weaver and Lobkis, 2004). In this thesis, I refer to

equipartitioning as either the equal distribution of energy along angular directions (valid for both acoustic

and elastic waves), or the stabilization of energy between the available wave modes (only valid for elastic

waves). Snieder et al. (2010) showed that while equipartitioning is necessary for Green’s function retrieval,

it is not sufficient. This is because the process of Green’s function extraction also requires that the noise

sources are uncorrelated. Equipartitioning, of both acoustic and elastic waves, has been experimentally,

numerically, and theoretically studied in fields such as acoustics and seismology due to its importance in
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Green’s function reconstruction. Weaver and Lobkis (2001) proposed to perform such reconstruction in an

ultrasonic experiment using thermal field fluctuations, assuming that such field is equipartitioned. Snieder

et al. (2007) illustrated, heuristically, the role that equipartitioning plays in the Green’s function retrieval.

Stehly et al. (2006) showed that the noise, which one may use to reconstruct Green’s function near

coastlines, radiates preferentially away from storms at the oceans. This preferential directionality of the

noise radiation affects the symmetry of the Green’s function that one retrieves, especially if the noise field

that one uses is uni-directional and not evenly distributed. Malcolm et al. (2004) experimentally

reconstructed, in a laboratory setting, Green’s functions in a highly scattering medium using time windows

ranging from ballistic to diffusive to equipartitioned waves. They showed that the reconstruction of the

causal and anti-causal components of the Green’s functions is only possible when the waves are

equipartitioned. Sens-Schönfelder et al. (2015) studied the equipartitioning of the late coda in teleseismic

events. They found that even at late times the seismic waves propagate with a preferred direction. This

directionality causes seismic interferometry to fail in reconstructing the Green’s function unless both the

earthquake and receiver are located along the preferred direction of propagation. Generally speaking, in

the field of seismic interferometry, researchers assume that equipartitioning occurs globally, which is almost

never the case for open or very large systems, such as the earth. Weaver (2010) introduced conceptually

the idea of local equipartitioning for open/large systems. Because the degree of equipartitioning is a

function of space and time, depending on the amount of scattering, the mismatch between the numerical

and true Green’s function is also a function of space and time, contingent upon the length of the time

intervals that one uses in the Green’s function reconstruction.

Due to the significance of the elastic RTE in seismology, I extend the algorithm that I develop in

Chapter 3, to include elastic waves in Chapter 4. I focus on the 2-D case, though one could extend the

algorithm to 3-D. Similar to the acoustic algorithm, I transform the elastic RTE into integral equations for

the P and S specific intensities, and then derive a time-stepping algorithm with which I evolve the P and

S specific intensities. The time-stepping matrix that I obtain with this algorithm is a generalized version of

the time-stepping matrix for the acoustic algorithm, and it accounts for P → P , S → P , P → S, and

S → S scattering. I test this algorithm against the diffusive approximation to the elastic RTE, the

equipartitioning ratio, and expressions for the total P and S energy (Sato et al., 2012). Since with the

acoustic and elastic time-stepping algorithms that I develop it is possible to describe the

spatio-temporal-angular evolution of the energy, I use these algorithms to investigate the idea of local

equipartitioning. In Chapter 3 I investigate the angular equipartitioning of energy, via the acoustic RTE,

as a function of space and time. I show, as suggested by Weaver (2010), that one needs to consider

equipartition as a local rather than global process. I introduce the equipartitioning index δ in Chapter 3
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to measure the distribution of energy among propagation directions as a function of space and time, and

show numerically that for a localized source, even at times t� τs, where τs is the time scale over which

scattering occurs (i.e., the scattering mean free time), the energy field does not reach global equipartitioning

for the simulation set-up that I consider. In Chapter 4 I follow up the work conducted in Chapter 3 to

study the angular equipartitioning of P and S waves, via the elastic RTE, using the equipartitioning index

δ. In addition to angular equipartitioning, I also numerically investigate the equipartition of energy

between P and S wave modes as a function of space and time, and find that it takes much longer for the

local equipartitioning ratio, as compared to the global equipartitioning ratio, to reach the theoretical value

of v2
p/v

2
s . As in Chapter 3, I show in Chapter 4, that even at times much larger than the P and S

scattering mean free times, the energy field does not reach global equipartitioning for the numerical

simulations that I consider. The local behavior of both angular and modal equipartitioning implies that

the accuracy with which one retireves Green’s function is also a function of space and time (Weaver, 2010).

In Chapter 3 and Chapter 4, I only consider propagation times less than the time it takes the energy

of the source to reach the computational boundary, and assume spatially uniform scattering. While such

assumptions are valid for particular problems, there are scenarios where one might want to incorporate

reflection at boundaries or spatially non-uniform scattering. It is possible in practice, though not simple, to

enhance the algorithms in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 to handle the scenarios mentioned above using

energy conservation. For instance, to enforce a reflective boundary, one can require the energy reflecting off

the boundary to be the same as the energy that is incident on the boundary. Similarly, one could extend

the algorithms presented in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 to handle layered velocity models. To do this, one

would solve the RTE independently in each of the layers, and then at the interfaces enforce that the sum of

the fluxes of the incoming waves be the same as the flux of the outgoing waves (Margerin, 2005). To enforce

the conservation of the energy flux, one would need to specify reflection and transmission coefficients such

that the incident energy at the interface equals the sum of reflected plus transmitted energy.

In Chapter 5, I explore the use of machine learning to model the RTE. In 2-D and 3-D the acoustic

RTE consists of a system of many coupled integro-partial differential equations. In 2-D and 3-D, one

truncates the acoustic RTE into a finite set of N coupled integro-partial differential equations, and then

one numerically solves this system. Due to computational limitations, this large coupled system is

currently very expensive to solve through machine learning. To proptype the application of machine

learning to the RTE, I consider the 1-D RTE, which consists of a coupled system of two partial differential

equations (right and left going waves). With machine learning one aims to learn the relationship between

input and output data pairs. To learn this mapping one uses Artificial Neural Networks (ANNs), which

were inspired by biological neural networks (Mishra and Srivastava, 2014). ANNs consist of a collection of
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nodes, denoted neurons, connected through a series of layers. To inform ANNs about the desired mapping

one constructs a penalty function which quantifies the difference between the current output and the

desired output. One then updates (i.e., the training algorithm) the ANNs until the penalty function is

below some threshold. Physics Informed Neural Networks (PINNs), a machine learning technique, have

become a popular tool to compute the solutions to complicated ordinary and partial differential equations

(Raissi et al., 2019), subject to initial and/or boundary conditions, and have found use in the modeling of

the Navier-Stokes equations (Jin et al., 2021), Helmholtz equation (Song et al., 2021), Euler equations

(Jagtap et al., 2020), Eikonal equation (Waheed et al., 2021), and Schrödinger’s equation (Wu et al., 2022).

The main idea behind PINNs is to train a neural network so that its output satisfies some given physical

law, as well as initial and/or boundary conditions (Raissi et al., 2019). Historically speaking, two different

approaches have been used in the field of PINNs. The simplest approach is that of Raissi et al. (2019),

denoted as the soft-constraints approach. In this approach, one assesses the mismatch of the initial and

boundary condition through a penalty function. As an alternative, Lu et al. (2021) proposed a

hard-constraints approach, in which one incorporates the initial and boundary conditions within the neural

network architecture, thereby satisfying the initial and boundary condition exactly. I propose a

mixed-constraints approach to solve the 1-D RTE, where the initial condition is handled exactly, and the

boundary condition mismatch is incorporated in the penalty function. In Chapter 5 I show that this

approach outperforms the soft-constraints approach. Although I focus on the 1-D RTE in Chapter 5, I

perform several numerical tests of increasing difficulty to assess the future capability of PINNs to model

RTE in realistic scenarios in higher dimensions.

1.1 Thesis Outcomes

I present the outcomes of this thesis in Chapters 2 through 5, listed as follows

1. Chapter 2: Jaimes, M. A. and R. Snieder, 2021. Spatio-temporal resolution improvement via

weighted time-reversal. Wave Motion. 106:102803.

2. Chapter 3: Jaimes, M. A. and R. Snieder, 2023. Illustration of Diffusion and Equipartitioning as

Local Processes: A Numerical Study Using the Radiative Transfer Equations. The Journal of the

Acoustical Society of America (Accepted pending minor revisions).

3. Chapter 4: Jaimes, M. A., and R. Snieder, 2023. Angular and Modal Equipartitioning of Elastic

Waves in Scattering Media: A Numerical Study Based on Energy Transport. The Journal of the

Acoustical Society of America (to be submitted).
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4. Chapter 5: Jaimes, M. A., R. Snieder, and Wu Fung S., 2023. Application of Physics Informed

Neural Networks to the 1-D Radiative Transfer Equations. The European Journal of Physics (to be

submitted).

In Chapter 6 I provide a general overview of this thesis, final conclusions, and possible future research

directions.

11



CHAPTER 2

SPATIO-TEMPORAL RESOLUTION IMPROVEMENT VIA WEIGHTED TIME-REVERSAL

Reproduced with the permission of the Journal of Wave Motion1.

Manuel Jaimes-Caballero2, and Roel Snieder3.

2.1 Abstract

We formulate resolution enhancement as a modified Backus-Gilbert inverse problem and determine the

optimal complex weights that improve focusing of waves in space and time. The optimization corrects for

receiver geometry. If we accurately know the location of a control point in the subsurface we can use the

corresponding optimal weights to achieve enhanced focusing in a prescribed target zone surrounding the

control point. Errors in the back propagation velocity and noisy data degrade the quality of focusing. The

optimal wave field shows a blow-up behaviour outside the optimization area. We show different measures of

resolution to estimate the compression of the focal spot. The optimized weights amplify the high

frequencies, but the algorithm also improves the focusing for monochromatic waves. At all frequencies our

algorithm improves the resolution of the focal spot. We also show that for a uniformly sampled line array

and a homogenous medium, the weights used to enhance resolution have a negligible imaginary part and

that they are oscillatory across the array used. To fully test the robustness of our algorithm, we also

consider focusing in a heterogeneous medium with embedded scatterers and an irregular receiver line, and

show that in this scenario we are also able to attain focusing improvement.

2.2 Introduction

Locating and imaging seismic sources has long been of interest in quantitative seismology and acoustics.

Typically one uses the information contained in the wave motions caused by an earthquake to image that

earthquake. Methods widely used to achieve source focusing include inverse scattering (Broggini et al.,

2012), phase conjugation (Jackson and Dowling, 1991), the inverse filter (Tanter et al.; Tanter et al., 2001;

2000), time-reversal (Fink; Parvulescu and Clay, 1997; 1965), and beam forming (Billingsley and Kinns;

Capon, 1976; 1969). The latter two methods can be thought of as related processes (Jin et al., 2007;

Viteri-Mera and Teixeira, 2017; Xu et al., 2018). In this chapter we will mostly refer to time-reversal

techniques but relevant analogies can be made to beam forming techniques. Further, we note that many

other techniques in fields such as optics and wireless communications have been developed to enhance

1Reprinted with permission of Journal of Wave Motion, 106:102803. See appendix for details.
2Graduate student, primary researcher, and author at Department of Geophysics, Colorado School of Mines.
3Supervisor at Department of Geophysics, Colorado School of Mines.
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focusing. One technique that is useful as an analogy to the method we propose is spatial light modulation

where one modifies the amplitude and phase of incident mono-chromatic waves to achieve spatial focusing

upon propagation through an imaging system (Chung and Kim, 1999).

Seismologists often use time-reversal (TR) techniques for source focusing. Applications in seismology

include analysis of earthquake source mechanisms and location estimation (Lokmer et al., 2009),

monitoring of nuclear explosions and environmental applications (Larmat et al., 2010), microseismic event

location (Lu et al., 2008), reservoir monitoring (Shapiro, 2008), and reversed time migration (Schuster,

2002). Other applications of TR techniques include underwater acoustics communication (Edelmann et al.,

2005), three-dimensional elastic media communication (Anderson et al., 2016), subsurface detection

(Micolau et al., 2003), study of electromagnetic waves (Lerosey et al., 2004), ultrasonic nondestructive

testing (Chakroun et al., 1995), and real time tracking of gallstones during lithotripsy treatments (Fink

et al., 2003).

TR techniques, as first developed by Parvulescu and Clay (1965) and then expanded by Fink (1997),

rely on the even order of the time differential operator in the wave equation and on spatial reciprocity

(Fink et al., 2002; Snieder, 2004), and are valid both in homogeneous and inhomogeneous media

(Cassereau and Fink, 1992; Blomgren et al., 2002). As a result, it is possible to reverse the direction of

time without altering the governing wave equation in non-dissipative environments (Fink et al., 2002).

This reversibility allows one to time-reverse data recorded at an array to estimate the location of sources.

The time-reversal process consists of recording the physical signal at discrete receivers, time-reversing it,

and sending back the time-reversed signal into the medium as a new source.

Optimally, the wave that one sends back to the medium should focus at the location where the event

originated at time t = 0 provided one has an accurate knowledge of the velocity of the medium in which

propagation takes place. However, even under ideal conditions, the focusing is spatially limited by the

dominant wavelength of the wave field. This limit is the wave diffraction limit, which states that focusing

can not be achieved with a resolution better than half a wavelength (λ/2) (Maznev and Wright, 2017).

Francia (1952) proposed the idea of imaging beyond the diffraction limit using optimal circular array

apertures. However, this concept was not applicable at the time due to practical limitations regarding the

large power required for the focusing. Recent tests in the optics community have shown that it is possible

in practice to go beyond the diffraction limit to achieve super-resolution, which is of importance in the

inverse source problem as well as conventional seismic imaging. Several seismological and non-seismological

applications can benefit from the development of super-resolution techniques. These include the

applications mentioned above but also other applications in which improving the resolution of the focusing

at the source is desirable, such as focusing through human tissue (Thomas and Fink, 1996), acoustic source
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reconstruction (Antoni, 2012), localization of moving sound sources in shallow water (Soares et al., 1999),

and focusing in turbid media (Mosk et al., 2012). New optical super-resolution technologies include

Near-Field Scanning Optical Microscopy (SNOM) where a scanning array collects information of

propagating and evanescent waves near the source, negative index super-lenses which allow transferring

evanescent waves from the source to the image plane, and super-oscillatory imaging lenses which allow for

imaging beyond the diffraction limit but often produce adjacent side-bands (Rogers and Zheludev, 2013).

Several researchers in the field of acoustics have also developed novel super-resolution techniques. de Rosny

and Fink (2002) overcome the diffraction limit by combining a time reversal mirror with an acoustic sink,

Lerosey et al. (2007) achieve super-resolution with far field time-reversal by placing random scatterers near

the source location, Conti et al. (2007) propose a near-field time-reversal approach which combines an

acoustic sink with near field acoustic holography (NAH), Lemoult et al. (2011) use acoustic resonators in

the far field to achieve sub-wavelength resolution of sound, Mimani et al. (2015) propose a sponge-layer

time-reversal technique to improve aeroacoustic time-reversal imaging, and Mimani (2021) propose an

iterative version of the work by Mimani et al. (2015). In the seismological community Schuster et al.

(2012) introduce the idea of a seismic scanning tunneling macroscope, analogous to SNOM, which requires

scatterers in the vicinity of the seismic source, a near-field technique. To overcome the near-field limitation,

Guo et al. (2016) show that in the far field it suffices to use resonant multiples in data migration to achieve

sub-wavelength resolution. These developments, though insightful, depend on the presence of evanescent

waves for near-field (Schuster et al., 2012) or strongly scattered multiples for far-field (Guo et al., 2016).

To understand how we can attain enhanced resolution without evanescent waves or a strongly

heterogeneous medium we pose the following question: Can we find frequency-dependent complex weights

for each of the discrete receivers such that after time reversal, the focal spot at the source location

resembles a delta function as closely as possible?. We formulate this question as a modified Backus-Gilbert

(BG) problem (Backus and Gilbert, 1968), in the sense that we search optimal weights that allow for

reconstruction of a band-limited delta function in space and time, robust to errors in the velocity model

and estimated source location. This is similar to weight optimization in beam forming where several

authors have made use of BG techniques with the goal of focusing at a desired location (Wilson, 1995;

Sekihara et al., 2005; Huang et al., 2003). Van Veen and Buckley (1988) give an extensive discussion on

widely used beam forming techniques. Note that in conventional beam forming one typically addresses

spatial focusing (monochromatic pulses or narrow band data) whereas this paper addresses spatio-temporal

focusing (polychromatic pulses or wide band data). Some research has been developed in the area of wide

band beam forming (Bucris et al., 2012; Hawes and Liu, 2014; Rasekh and Seydnejad, 2014; Liu et al.,

2019) but more work remains to be done to attain an understanding of spatio-temporal focusing via beam
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forming (Liu and Weiss, 2010). Our approach is also linked to earlier work in the seismological community.

Anderson et al. (2015) achieve temporal focusing via deconvolution which is implemented as an inverse

filter in the frequency domain. Bazargani and Snieder (2016) minimize the difference between the

backpropagated wave field and the time-reversed displacement field in the near source region by searching

for optimal signals to send into the medium.

This chapter is structured as follows: In section 2.3 we formulate the optimal weights needed to achieve

improved focusing. Next, in section 2.4 we show the improvement of focusing in a standard seismic

geometry when we use the optimal weights and estimate whether we obtain local or global focusing. We

present a sensitivity analysis in section 2.5 where we consider errors in source location and medium

velocity, as well as noisy data. We illustrate different metrics of resolution in section 2.6. Our results show

not only the boosting of high frequencies but also the modulation of the source signal at all frequencies,

which results in resolution improvement even for monochromatic waves. In section 2.7 we show the

frequency variation of the spectrum of the weights for four receiver locations along with the variation of the

weights across the receiver array for different frequencies. We relate the spatial dependence of the weights

along the receiver line to Tchebyscheff polynomials used in beam forming, and discuss how our algorithm is

advantageous in the case of irregular arrays. In section 2.8 we apply our method to focusing in a

heterogeneous medium, and show how focusing is improved. We discuss the effectiveness of the optimal

weights in time-reverse imaging in section 2.9.

2.3 Theory

Consider a source located at x0 which emits a pulse S(t) at t0 = 0. The time-reversal imaging operation

in the time domain where the signal recorded by each receiver, G(xi, t,x0) ∗ S(t), is time reversed (i.e.,

G(xi,x0,−t) ∗ S(−t)) and sent back into the medium from receiver i reads (Fink and Prada, 2001)

fi(x,xi, t) = G(x,xi, t) ∗ (G(xi,x0,−t) ∗ S(−t)). (2.1)

The index i specifies a particular receiver, the symbol ”∗” implies temporal convolution, and x specifies

the location of the grid point in the field of view (FOV), see Figure 2.1. G(x,xi, t) corresponds to the

Green’s function between receiver i and the location x in the FOV. Notice that although we use a focusing

function which corresponds to unweighted time-reversal, one may use other focusing functions. Following

Francia (1952) and Rogers and Zheludev (2013), we only optimize the focusing in the FOV.

We use the following convention for the Inverse Fourier Transform

f(t) =

∫ +∞

−∞
F (ω)e−iωtdω. (2.2)
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Figure 2.1 Illustration of the TR experiment geometry for n receivers. We optimize focusing in a small area
(FOV) around the source within the propagation medium. σi is the frequency dependent complex weight
assigned to the ith receiver to optimize focusing.

For a point impulsive source, assuming perfect sampling in space and time (i.e., a continuous cavity and

infinite bandwidth), a full aperture (i.e, all possible illumination angles), and a wave field whose focusing is

not diffraction limited, the time-reversal operation leads to perfect focusing, namely∑
i

fi(x,xi, t) = δ(x− x0)δ(t), (2.3)

which corresponds in the frequency domain to∑
i

Fi(x,xi, ω) = δ(x− x0). (2.4)

Recall that equation 2.4 only holds for a wave field which is not diffraction-limited and that is fully

sampled in space and time. In the real world we deal with imperfect sampling geometries and

diffraction-limited focusing. In order to enhance focusing we use frequency-dependent complex weights σi

which improve the localization of the time-reversed wave field, replacing equation 2.4 by∑
i

σi(xi, ω)Fi(x,xi, ω) = δ(x− x0). (2.5)

Notice that we want to achieve spatial focusing for each frequency under consideration. To construct a

band-limited delta function given a finite set of measurements we use a modified version of the

Backus-Gilbert (BG) method (Backus and Gilbert, 1968), in which we minimize the following objective

function for every angular frequency ω

J(x,x0, ω, σ, λ) =
∑
i

|x− x0|2|σi(xi, ω)Fi(x,xi, ω)|2 + λ

(∑
i

σi(xi, ω)Fi(x,xi, ω)− δ(x− x0)

)
. (2.6)
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We simultaneously minimize the objective function J at discrete points x in the FOV rather than

minimizing the integral of J over FOV (as it is typically done in BG theory). This choice of minimization

guarantees that we approach the desired band-limited delta function in a point-wise fashion. We minimize

this objective function in terms of the complex weights σi and a Lagrange multiplier λ. By minimizing the

first term of equation 2.6 we force the energy of the weighted TR wave field to be zero at all points except

at the source location. The second term forces the amplitude of the TR wave field to be non-zero at the

source.

Next, we consider the partial derivatives of J with respect to the optimization parameters

∂J

∂σ∗i
=
∑
j

|x− x0|2σj(xj , ω)Fj(x,xj , ω)F ∗i (x,xi, ω) + λF ∗i (x,xi, ω), (2.7)

∂J

∂λ
=
∑
j

σj(xj , ω)F ∗j (x,xj , ω)− δ(x− x0), (2.8)

here the superscript ∗ implies complex conjugation. The subscripts i, j specify receivers from which the

incident wave field is time-reversed.

To minimize the objective function we set the partial derivatives in equations 2.7 and 2.8 equal to zero

and solve this system of equations simultaneously for all grid points in FOV. These equations are written as

|x1 − x0|2F 1
1F
∗1
1 · · · |x1 − x0|2F 1

NF
∗1
1 F ∗11

...
...

...
...

|x1 − x0|2F 1
1F
∗1
N · · · |x1 − x0|2F 1

NF
∗1
N F ∗1N

F ∗11 · · · F ∗1N 0
...

...
...

...
|xk − x0|2F k1 F ∗k1 · · · |xk − x0|2F kNF ∗k1 F ∗k1

...
...

...
...

|xk − x0|2F k1 F ∗kN · · · |xk − x0|2F kNF ∗kN F ∗kN
F ∗k1 · · · F ∗kN 0

...
...

...
...

|xM − x0|2FM1 F ∗M1 · · · |xM − x0|2FMN F ∗M1 F ∗M1
...

...
...

...
|xM − x0|2FM1 F ∗MN · · · |xM − x0|2FMN F ∗MN F ∗MN

F ∗M1 · · · F ∗MN 0


︸ ︷︷ ︸

A



σ1

...

...
σN
λ


︸ ︷︷ ︸
χ

=



0
...
...
...

1

...

0

...

...

...



,

︸ ︷︷ ︸
b

(2.9)

here 1 ≤ k ≤M , k is the grid point x in the field of view where we evaluate equations 2.7 and 2.8, M is the

number of grid points in the field of view, and N is the number of receivers. The superscript in F specifies

the corresponding grid point whereas the subscript specifies the receiver number. The only non-zero

element in the vector on the right-hand side of equation 2.9 corresponds to setting x = x0 in equation 2.8.

Ultimately, we look for solutions to equation 2.9 that minimize ||Aχ−b||2 in the least-squares sense. The
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solution vector χ is found for each frequency independently, and contains the frequency-dependent complex

weights σi and the lagrange multiplier λ.

Figure 2.2 Comparison of standard TR (left) and optimal TR images (right) for λ ∼ 80m at FOV. Notice
the improvement of the focusing with the optimal weights.

2.4 Focusing in homogeneous media

To simulate a typical seismic scenario, consider Figure 2.1. This array illuminates the source at limited

angles. We consider an array far away from the source (about 19 dominant wavelengths). Here we first

consider a homogeneous acoustic medium. We perform the simulation and optimization using the Green’s

function G2D(r, r0) which gives the outgoing wave solutions of the 2-D Helmholtz equation for our choice

of Fourier transform convention,

G2D(r, r0) =
−i
4
H1

0 (k|r− r0|), (2.10)

where H1
0 denotes the first Hankel function of degree zero (Snieder and van Wijk, 2015). We use 101

receivers, placed symmetrically above the source between −1000 and 1000 m, and located at a vertical

distance of 1500 m from the source. For the FOV we use a box located from −50 to 50 m in the horizontal

direction and 1450 to 1550 m in the vertical direction, with a grid spacing of 5 m in both directions. We

use an acoustic medium with constant velocity v=1000 m/s, frequency ranging from 0.32 Hz to 40 Hz with

a spacing of 0.32 Hz, and a source wavelet with peak frequency of 12.73 Hz. Throughout this section and

the rest of the chapter we refer to pressure amplitude as amplitude.

We expect the weights to amplify the high frequency content of the signal, and correct for incomplete

wave field sampling and illumination angles. Figure 2.2 shows the comparison of optimal and standard
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Figure 2.3 Cross section at source level for standard and optimal focusing. Optimal half-width (red line) is
below half the dominant wavelength ∼ 40 m. Standard half-width (green line) is about 3/4 of the
dominant wavelength. The two headed black arrow indicates one full dominant wave length.

focusing. The focal spot that we obtain with the algorithm that we propose, has a better resolution than

the one we obtain with standard time-reversal. This figure demonstrates that the weights help achieve

improved localization of the source. To show in detail the improvement of the focal resolution we show in

Figure 2.3 a cross-section at the source level for the panels in Figure 2.2. The focal spot that we obtain with

our algorithm shows a compression of about a factor of 2 relative to standard time-reversal. This focal spot

is resolved with a resolution below the dominant wavelength. Besides compression of the focal spot, our

algorithm reduces the side-lobes within the FOV. To estimate whether we achieve local or global focusing

we calculate the weights for the FOV in Figure 2.1 and analyze the standard and optimal time-reversed

wave fields in a larger area. Figure 2.4 shows the standard and optimal time-reversed wave fields for an

area larger than FOV. The amplitude of the optimal time-reversed wave field inside FOV is masked by the

amplitudes outside FOV. To better illustrate this behavior consider Figure 2.5 where we show the

cross-section at the source level of the optimal time-reversed wave field from Figure 2.4. Notice that

outside the FOV side lobes appear with amplitudes greater than the wave field inside the FOV, including

the source location (x = 0), as pointed out above. This implies that we are only able to achieve local

focusing in the vicinity of the source rather than everywhere in the medium. One could potentially increase

the size of FOV to achieve a more global focusing at the expense of computational power (i.e., more data

would be involved in the computation of the optimal weights assuming the grid spacing remains the same).

This finding regarding local focusing is not new. Francia (1952) showed that it is possible to increase

the resolution at the focal spot at the expense of large amplitudes at other locations in the imaging area.
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Figure 2.4 Comparison of standard TR (left) and optimal TR images (right) for λ ∼ 80m for a region
larger than FOV. The red box indicates the FOV which corresponds to the same dimensions as Figure 2.2.
The green arrow indicates the location of the focal spot

Figure 2.5 Cross section at source level of optimal focusing using an imaging area with horizontal size of
400 m around the source location (-200 to 200 m).
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More recently, Rogers and Zheludev (2013) showed that super-oscillatory lenses, which are developed to

achieve optimal focusing, allow for imaging beyond the diffraction limit but produce adjacent side-bands as

the field of view is increased, a consequence of super-oscillations. These oscillations arise when the wave

field oscillates faster than its fastest fourier component, and typically occur in regions where the wave field

takes on small values (Berry and Popescu, 2006). To visualize super-oscillations we plot the natural

Figure 2.6 Magnitude plot of the cross-section in Figure 2.5 . The orange arrows indicate areas of
super-oscillations.

logarithm of the absolute value of the time-reversed wave field as a function of space.

Figure 2.7 Comparison of original
(
i.e., G(xi,−t0,x0,−t) ∗ S(−t)

)
and optimal

(
i.e.,

σi(xi, t) ∗G(xi,−t0,x0,−t) ∗ S(−t)
)

signals for receiver at x = 1000 m with normal view (left) and zoom-in
view (right). The focusing time at the source location corresponds to t = 0 .
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Figure 2.6 shows the magnitude plot in decibels (dB) of the cross-section in Figure 2.5. Notice that

regardless of how large we make our imaging area, the optimal wave field oscillates most rapidly in the

vicinity of the source. Near the source location, where the optimization takes place, the optimal wave field

oscillates faster than the smallest wavelength. These fast oscillations have a high frequency content that

ultimately allows us to improve the resolution of the focal spot, indicating a connection between temporal

and spatial resolution.

Now we consider the optimal and standard time-domain wave forms to visualize the optimal and

standard signals. Figure 2.7 shows the optimized time-reversed signal that is sent back from a receiver

located at x = 1000 m. Notice the enrichment of high frequencies, which results in sharper focusing.

However, this is not the only mechanism by which our algorithm improves the resolution of the focal spot.

As we show in section 2.6, the focusing is also improved when the algorithm is applied to monochromatic

data, indicating that the resolution is improved at all frequencies. Periodic oscillations appear before and

after the direct pulse at t = −1.8 s, with different temporal spacing at different receivers. Only oscillations

within one dominant period around the direct arrival are necessary for focusing at the source location and

focusing time t = 0. For earlier and later times the reverberations do not contribute to focusing at t = 0

and are a result of imposing spatio-temporal focusing instead of only spatial focusing.

Figure 2.8 Amplitude at source location as a function of time for different window sizes around the direct
arrival in Figure 2.7 (left). Cross-section at source level for different window sizes around the direct arrival
in Figure 2.7 (right).

To validate this reasoning we consider the temporal compression of the optimal time-reversed wave field

at the source location for different sizes of the time-window used of the signals that are sent into the

medium. The left panel of Figure 2.8 shows the amplitude of the time-reversed wave field at the source

location as a function of time for different window sizes around the direct arrival at t = -1.8 s, where the

dominant period is 0.075 s. Notice that as we decrease the size of the window around the direct arrival the
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temporal delta function is distorted (there are now nonzero amplitudes at t 6= 0). This observation implies

that we need these reverberations to achieve temporal focusing. The right panel of Figure 2.8 shows cross

sections at the source level for the wave field focused with the signals radiated from the different window

sizes. Notice that as we decrease the window size the spatial focusing at time t = 0 remains mostly

unaffected (i.e., no significant change in the focal spot). The reverberations outside the windows do not

affect the amplitude of time-reversed wave field at the source location at t = 0 but distort the amplitude of

the wave field at other times for the same location. This means that these reverberations are necessary to

maintain the temporal focusing but do not affect spatial focusing.

Figure 2.9 Optimal time-reversed images for different levels of velocity perturbation. The blue star
indicates the true source location.

2.5 Sensitivity Analyses

To investigate the robustness of the optimal focusing we consider variations in the background velocity

and source location, as well as the effect of adding band-limited noise to the recorded signal before

time-reversal.
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2.5.1 Velocity Perturbation

First, we calculate the weights for the true velocity of the medium. We then perform the

back-propagation using a perturbed velocity. Denoting γ as the percentage variation of the true velocity, we

consider γ = 0.5, 1.0, 2.0, and 5.0%. Figure 2.9 shows that the quality of focusing degrades with increasing

velocity perturbation. An erroneous velocity gives the wrong source location and increases the width of the

focal spot. This means that if one wants to achieve accurate focusing (both in terms of location and size of

the focal spot), one needs to know the velocity of the medium with great accuracy. For our experimental

set-up we need to know the velocity of the medium within a 1% error such that the focal spot is shifted but

not degraded. This sensitivity to velocity errors is similar in the unweighted time-reversed wave field.

Figure 2.10 Optimal time-reversed images for different source locations using the weights corresponding to
the reference source location (x0, z0)=(0,1500). The orange arrow provides a measure of the distance
between the reference location used to compute the weights and the tested source location.

2.5.2 Source location

Now suppose that the tested and reference source locations are different. To study this scenario we first

calculate the weights corresponding to a fixed source location (center of the FOV). Using those weights we

perform the time-reversal process for waves which originate from other locations within the field of view.
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Figure 2.10 shows that the optimal weights allow for focusing of events at locations different than the

reference location for which the weights were calculated. Artifacts on the boundary of FOV arise when the

distance between the new and original source location increases. Notice that the imaging is more sensitive

to horizontal than vertical changes of the source location. This is due to the fact that a horizontal shift

induces a relative phase shift among receivers, whereas a vertical shift in source location induces a constant

phase shift across all receivers because of the symmetry of the experiment.

Figure 2.11 Optimal time-reversed wave field for different noise levels.

2.5.3 Noisy Inversion

Let us consider the effect of noisy recorded data. To this end we add band-limited (0.32 to 40 Hz)

uncorrelated random noise to the recorded signal, defined as mean(|noise|)
mean(|signal|) × 100 = noise %. We then

perform optimal imaging using the weights calculated for data without noise. One would expect the

weights to amplify the noise, and consequently the optimal TR image to be degraded. Figure 2.11 and

Figure 2.12 show that noise degrades the quality of focusing. We can introduce up to 5% noise without

distorting the focal spot significantly. Our algorithm is sensitive to noise, especially if the noise has high

frequency content. This occurs because we are amplifying higher frequencies. To make optimal imaging

25



Figure 2.12 Cross sections of optimal time-reversed wave fields from Figure 2.11.

more robust to noise one could filter out the highest frequencies at the expense of resolution improvement.

2.6 Resolution Analyses

We make use of the full-width half-maximum (FWHM) to measure the resolution improvement. For

simplicity we make the resolution comparisons in terms of amplitudes rather than intensities. As we

discussed in section 2.4 (Figure 2.3), the standard focusing gives a FWHM of 62m whereas the optimal

focusing gives a FWHM of 29m, a resolution improvement of more than a factor of 2. To avoid ambiguity

in dealing with the resolution of a polychromatic wave field we show the cross-section at the source level of

the TR wave field for several frequencies in Figure 2.13. This way of analyzing resolution allows us to

understand how well our algorithm improves the resolution at the focal spot (i.e., considering a

monochromatic rather than a polychromatic wave field), and confirms that rather than just boosting the

high frequency content of the signal, we improve the resolution at all frequencies by the used weighting.

Figure 2.13 shows the resolution improvement at different individual frequencies. Even for each single

frequency the focusing is improved. Notice that the improvement is most pronounced at low frequencies,

where the resolution is poor. At higher frequencies there is still an improvement in the compression of the

focal spot but not as significant as for lower frequencies. The way our algorithm is constructed (i.e.,

frequency by frequency) allows us to improve the resolution at every single frequency, with the amount of

improvement varying across the frequency spectrum.

Alternatively, there are two other ways in which we can empirically study resolution improvement. The

first approach consists of using a horizontal dipole source in generating the source-receiver data rather than

an impulse monopole source, and perform the time-reversal operation using the optimal weights calculated
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Figure 2.13 Cross-sections of time-reversed wave fields for standard and optimal wave fields at the source
level at focusing time for different frequencies.

for the spatio-temporal delta function. Assuming infinite resolution, we should obtain a mathematical

dipole (i.e., infinitesimally small) after performing the TR operation. However, since resolution is limited,

we can use the horizontal separation between the positive and negative ends of the dipole to measure

resolution. Figure 2.14 shows the standard and optimal TR wave fields for a horizontal dipole source, and

their corresponding horizontal cross-sections at the source level. Standard imaging shows a separation of 70

m between minimum and maximum, whereas optimal imaging shows a separation of just 30 m. This

corresponds to improving the resolution by a factor of 2.3. Notice also that the optimal time-reversed wave

field shows improvement of the vertical resolution. The second approach consists of increasing the upper

end of the frequency bandwidth as well as the peak frequency of the source wavelet until the cross-section

of the standard TR wave field at the source level matches most closely that of the optimal wave field

computed with the initial frequency bandwidth. Figure 2.15 shows that for the optimal and standard

waveforms to match we need to increment the maximum and the peak frequency in the standard TR

experiment. Notice that for the focal spots to match we need to go beyond the original maximum

frequency of 40 Hz.
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Figure 2.14 Time-reversed standard (upper left) and optimal (upper right) wave fields for a horizontal
dipole source, and their corresponding standard (lower left) and optimal (lower right) horizontal
cross-sections at the source level. The red horizontal line marks the source level and the location of the
cross sections in the lower panels. The negative and positive signs indicate minimum and maximum,
respectively.
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Figure 2.15 Cross section at source level for standard and optimal focusing. The standard focusing
waveform is computed using the source wavelet in the lower right panel (fpeak = fmax = 60.47 Hz). The
optimal waveform is computed using the source wavelet in the upper right panel (fpeak = 12.73 Hz,
fmax = 40 Hz).

2.7 Variation of optimal weights

2.7.1 Frequency variation of the optimal weights

We begin by considering how the magnitude of the weights change with frequency for several spatial

locations. This is useful to understand the effect of the weights in the improved resolution of the

time-reversed wave field as a function of frequency. For illustrative purposes we only consider receivers

located at x = 200, 500, 800, 1000 m. Figure 2.16 shows the natural logarithm of the frequency spectrum of

the weights at four different locations. Despite their seemingly complicated nature, the high frequencies are

amplified but the signal at lower frequencies is modulated, as previously explained in section 2.6. At all

frequencies the resolution is improved which ultimately allows us to significantly reduce the size of the focal

spot of the time-reversed wave field.

2.7.2 Spatial variation of the optimal weights

To appreciate the contribution of the different receivers to the improved resolution of the time-reversed

wave field we show in Figure 2.17 the spatial variation of the real part of the weights across the receiver

array for different frequencies. We omit the imaginary part since it has amplitudes much smaller than its

real counterpart (' 5%). First, notice that the weights are symmetric around the source position (x = 0).
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Figure 2.16 Natural logarithm of the frequency spectrum of the weights at four different locations.

Figure 2.17 Spatial variation of the real part of weights across the receiver array for different frequencies.
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This is expected from the symmetric array geometry. The weights are oscillatory in space with a fairly

constant wavelength across the array with a weak amplitude modulation, except near the end points of the

array. Furthermore, the weights oscillate faster in space as the temporal frequency f increases. Figure 2.17

also shows that the highest amplitude across the array increases with frequency. This means that the

algorithm boosts the higher frequencies, which together with the modulation of all other frequencies results

in resolution improvement of the focal spot for broadband waveforms.

As mentioned previously, the imaginary part of the weights is much smaller than the real part at all

frequencies. This implies that rather than applying sophisticated phase changes, it is only necessary to

multiply each receiver data by real weights with a variable sign. Francia (1952) showed that it is possible

to improve the resolution of a focal spot by superimposing different ring apertures. To superimpose the

different ring apertures he assigns real coefficients, which signify aperture transparency, to each of the rings.

The similarity between his and our results suggests that, as mentioned before, multiplying the receiver data

by real weights with a variable sign suffices to achieve improved resolution. In addition, the weights shown

in Figure 2.17 resemble the Tchebyscheff polynomials widely used in beam forming Dolph (1946). As

mentioned above, the weights retrieved by our algorithm are almost real, which is in agreement with the

work of Dolph (1946). The fact that our algorithm produces these weights in the case of a homogeneous

medium and a uniform line array establishes a connection with the optimal weights derived by Dolph

(1946) for a regular array in a homogeneous medium. Our algorithm, which converges to the Tchebyscheff

polynomials in our set-up, can also be applied to irregular arrays, as opposed to using the Tchebyscheff

polynomials for beam forming. Gallaudet and de Moustier (2000) show an example of the modifications

that one must perform when doing beam forming via Tchebyscheff polynomials with irregular arrays.

2.8 Focusing in scattering media

To test the robustness and flexibility of our algorithm we now consider an inhomogeneous medium

which contains scatterers and an irregular receiver line. We remind the reader that rather than comparing

the size of the focal spot to the results obtained in section 2.4, the aim of this section is to demonstrate

that our algorithm improves the resolution of the focal spot even when the medium is complicated and the

receiver line is irregular. We illustrate the geometrical set-up in Figure 2.18. We place 50 isotropic

scatterers randomly between 400 and 1400 m in the vertical direction and -200 to 200 m in the horizontal

direction. The location of the source and the coordinates of FOV as well as the grid spacing are the same

as in the experiments in section 2.4. We place 30 receivers at random locations along a horizontal line at

z = 0 between -300 and 300 m, which allows us to investigate focusing with irregular line arrays. We

compute the wave field that propagates from the source to the receivers using the multiple isotropic point
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Figure 2.18 Illustration of the geometrical set-up for focusing with embedded scatterers and an irregular
receiver array.The blue star indicates the location of the source, the red box the field of view, the blue dots
the locations of the point scatterers, and the black triangles the receiver array elements.

Figure 2.19 Comparison of standard TR (left) and optimal TR images (right) for λ ∼ 80m at FOV in the
presence of scatterers. The blue star indicates the source location.
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scattering (MIPS) solution (Groenenboom and Snieder, 1995). This approximation is based on Foldy’s

method (Foldy, 1945), and consists of describing the total wave field in the frequency domain as a sum of

the direct wave and the scattered wave field from a set of scatterers

Ψ(r) = Ψ0(r) +

n∑
i=1

G(0)(r, ri)AiΨ(ri), (2.11)

where n is the number of scatterers, Ai is the ith scattering amplitude which is a complex number in the

frequency domain, and G(0)(r, ri) is the 2-D Green’s function used in section 2.4. For details regarding the

numerical computations of the total wave field under the MIPS approximation see the appendix in

(Groenenboom and Snieder, 1995). We choose |Ai| = 3.0 for all scatterers, and compute the imaginary and

real components of the scattering amplitude as =(Ai) = −|Ai|2/4 and <(Ai) =
√
−=(Ai)(4 + =(Ai)),

respectively. The velocity of the background medium, the frequency parameters and the source signal are

the same as in section 2.4. The procedure for computing the standard and optimal time-reversed wave

fields is the same as before, which facilitates the optimization.

Figure 2.19 shows both standard (left-panel) and optimal (right-panel) focusing in the presence of

embedded scatterers. As for the examples in section 2.4 for a homogenous medium and a regularly spaced

receiver array, our algorithm improves the resolution of the focal spot. We attain resolution enhancement

both along the vertical and horizontal directions. Our algorithm thus performs well in both homogeneous

and inhomogeneous media, and we are able to reduce the size of the focal spot in both cases. In addition,

our algorithm is able to handle irregular arrays without any modifications. Contrary to focusing in a

homogeneous medium with a uniform line array, the optimal weights do not resemble Tchebyscheff

polynomials, instead they have a complicated oscillatory structure which we refrain from showing here.

2.9 Discussion

The focusing method we propose allows us to improve the resolution of focusing in a time-reversal

numerical simulation, and may be extended to other focusing functions and source distributions. The

extent to which the resolution is improved will ultimately depend on the Green function which describes

the propagation of the wave field to be time reversed and the type of model that we use (strongly vs

weakly scattering media). The optimization of the focal spot is confined to the field of view, as shown in

section 2.4, Figure 2.4. Outside of the field of view the amplitude of the optimal time-reversed wave field is

significantly larger than inside the FOV and masks the focal spot. This is related to the concept of

super-gain antennas with which it is possible to increase the resolution of the focal spot in a given FOV at

the expense of larger amplitudes outside FOV (Francia, 1952). Section 2.5 addresses the applicability of

our method. Firstly, we point out that we are able to handle weak velocity errors, as illustrated in
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Figure 2.9. We are also able to obtain good focusing in test locations within FOV different to the reference

source location (Figure 2.10). For the used geometry our method is able to handle band-limited noise up to

5% (Figure 2.11). One could filter out the highest frequencies at the expense of resolution improvement to

make the optimal imaging more robust to noise. Our resolution analyses show that we do not only boost

high frequencies but also improve the resolution at all frequencies (Figure 2.13). We are also able to obtain

a significant resolution improvement for a horizontal dipole source which is very promising for applications

that involve complex sources (Figure 2.14). We find that for standard TR to closely match optimal TR we

have to increase the upper end of the frequency bandwidth as well as the peak frequency of the source

wavelet by a significant amount (Figure 2.15). The frequency spectra of the optimal weights change in a

complicated manner but illustrate that we do not just boost high frequencies; we improve the focusing at

each individual frequency (Figure 2.16). Lastly, we show that the weights oscillate faster in space as the

temporal frequency increases, providing a link between spatial and temporal frequency improvement. For a

homogeneous medium and a uniform line array we find that for a given frequency the weights have a fairly

constant wavelength across the array with weak amplitude modulation (Figure 2.17). In this set-up the

optimal weights resemble the Tchebyscheff polynomials used in earlier beam forming. Our algorithm does

not require any extra modifications when dealing with irregular arrays or inhomogeneous media, as shown

in section 2.8.

2.10 Conclusions

We have shown that it is possible to locally improve the resolution of the TR wave field in both

homogeneous and heterogeneous media, even at very large distances from the source (19 dominant

wavelengths) by applying a complex filter to the signal before time-reversal. In practice this is similar to

techniques such as beam forming, spatial light modulation or antenna focusing (Xiao et al., 2010), where

some type of spatial filtering is applied. Our technique is directly applicable to polychromatic wave fields

as opposed to the techniques mentioned above and the focusing is achieved in space and time. In this

paper we optimize the signal to be time-reversed rather than asking for an arbitrarily optimal signal that

allows focusing after propagation of the wave field through an imaging system. To calculate the optimal

weights we use a modified Backus-Gilbert approach which guarantees the focal spot to be localized at the

source. Neither evanescent waves nor resonant multiples are needed to achieve enhanced focusing if we

know how the original signal must be modulated. We find artifacts remain in the optimal TR images. The

weights partially compensate for the limited geometry and the incomplete wave field sampling by

modifying the frequency spectrum of the signal that is time-reversed. Optimal imaging is robust to errors

in the source location. This is important because we do not always know the exact source location. The
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fact that we obtain proper focusing in locations different from the reference source implies that if we have

full information of a control point in the field of view we can achieve focusing in other points within the

FOV. To achieve proper focusing we also need to know the velocity of the medium accurately, this

drawback arises from the nature of time-reversal. Additive noise degrades the quality of focusing, in

particular when the noise has high frequency content. In addition, we find that even with optimization

techniques, only local focusing is possible. Regardless of the metric used to study resolution enhancement

the optimal weights improve the localization of the focal spot by several factors. We showed that the

algorithm does not only boost the highest frequencies but that it also increases the resolution of the focal

spot for monochromatic waves. The optimal weights oscillate faster across the receiver array as the

temporal frequency increases. In addition, the amplitude of the weights increase with frequency, resulting

in higher resolution. In the case of a homogeneous medium and a uniform line array our algorithm

retrieves weights that resemble the Tchebyscheff polynomials widely used in beam forming. Our proposed

method also shows focusing improvement in inhomogeneous media, and no extra modifications are needed

when dealing with irregular arrays.
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CHAPTER 3

ILLUSTRATION OF DIFFUSION AND EQUIPARTITIONING AS LOCAL PROCESSES: A

NUMERICAL STUDY USING THE RADIATIVE TRANSFER EQUATIONS

To be published in the Journal of the Acoustical Society of America (JASA)4.

Manuel Jaimes-Caballero5, and Roel Snieder6.

3.1 Abstract

We study the transition from ballistic to diffusive to equipartitioned waves in scattering media using

the acoustic radiative transfer equations. To solve these equations we first transform them into integral

equations for the specific intensities, and then construct a time stepping algorithm with which we evolve

the specific intensities numerically in time. We handle the advection of energy analytically at the

computational grid points and use numerical interpolation to deal with advection terms which do not lie on

the grid points. This approach allows us to reduce the numerical dispersion, compared to standard

numerical techniques. With this algorithm we are able to model various initial conditions for the intensity

field, non-isotropic scattering, and uniform scatterer density. We test this algorithm for an isotropic initial

condition, isotropic scattering and uniform scattering density, and find good agreement with analytical

solutions. We compare our numerical solutions to known 2-D diffusion approximations, and find good

agreement. We use this algorithm to numerically investigate the transition from ballistic to diffusive to

equipartitioned wave propagation over space and time, for two different initial conditions. The first one

corresponds to an isotropic Gaussian distribution in space and the second one to a plane wave segment.

We find that diffusion and equipartitioning must be treated as local rather than global concepts. This local

behavior of equipartitioning has implications for Green’s functions reconstruction, which is of interest in

acoustics and seismology.

3.2 Introduction

As waves propagate through a scattering medium they lose (or gain) energy due to scattering to (or

from) other directions. In the absence of anelastic attenuation, this phenomenon obeys energy

conservation, which one may mathematically describe using the acoustic radiative transfer equations

(RTE). The RTE consist of a coupled system of integro-differential equations where one solves for the wave

intensity as a function of space, time and angular direction, assuming one knows the scattering mean free

4Accepted pending minor revisions.
5Graduate student, primary researcher, and author at Department of Geophysics, Colorado School of Mines.
6Supervisor at Department of Geophysics, Colorado School of Mines.
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path l, the angular dependence of scattering, and the speed of energy propagation v. Due to its usefulness

RTE has been employed in several scientific fields. In astrophysics RTE has been used to analyze radiation

transport across cosmic dust in a wide range of astrophysical objects (Steinacker et al., 2002; Narayanan

et al., 2021; Wolf, 2003); in atmospheric sciences researchers use RTE to model solar radiation across

clouds to better understand the evolution of sea surface temperatures (Evans and Stephens, 1995; Aumann

et al., 2018; Manners et al., 2009); in optics RTE has been used to develop novel optical tomographic

imaging algorithms which allow diagnosis and treatment of biological tissues (Klose et al., 2002;

Abdoulaev, 2003; Ren et al., 2004); in acoustics RTE has been used for modeling the interaction of acoustic

waves with the ocean bottom (Quijano and Zurk, 2009), modeling of forest acoustics (Ostashev et al.,

2017), and modeling of acoustical diffractions by obstacles (Reboul et al., 2005); in geophysics RTE has

been used to study infrared radiation across volcanic ash clouds (Prata, 1989; Francis et al., 2012; Lee

et al., 2014), modeling of heat transfer in the mantle (Hofmeister, 2005), computation of scattering kernels

in coda wave interferometry (Margerin et al., 2016; Duran et al., 2020; Dinther et al., 2021; Obermann

et al., 2016), and estimation of the scattering properties of the crust from coda envelopes (Zeng, 2017;

Lacombe et al., 2003; Gaebler et al., 2015).

Despite its usefulness in describing energy transport, RTE is complicated and numerically demanding

due to its dependence on not only space and time, but also on the directions of wave propagation. In 2

dimensions the radiative transfer solution depends on 4 variables (time, two space variables, and one

angle). In 3 dimensions it depends on 6 variables (time, three space variables, and two angles). Numerical

techniques that have been used to solve the RTE include

• the Discontinuous Galerkin finite element method, which has a high order accuracy in space and time

but requires one to add numerical viscosity in order to avoid nonphysical oscillations in the numerical

solution and is computationally expensive (Clarke et al., 2019; Han et al., 2010).

• Markov Chain Monte Carlo techniques, which are quite accurate and applicable to complicated media

but are computationally expensive and rely on using enough phonons to sample the intensity field as

a function of space, time, and propagation directions (Iwabuchi, 2006; Xu et al., 2011; Camps and

Baes, 2018; Noebauer and Sim, 2019; Przybilla and Korn, 2008; Yoshimoto, 2000).

• Finite Difference techniques, which suffer from numerical dispersion in space and time due to the

discretization of spatial and temporal derivatives and may produce negative intensities which are

nonphysical (Klose and Hielscher, 1999).
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• Wave Equation modeling, whereby one exploits the connection between the acoustic (or elastic) wave

equation and the scalar (or elastic) RTE (Przybilla et al., 2006; Kanu and Snieder, 2015; Snieder

et al., 2019; Duran et al., 2020). One solves the acoustic wave equation for several realization of a

medium and computes a statistical average of the intensity field to suppress statistical fluctuations of

the intensity field. However, the wave field must be averaged over enough realizations of the medium

and one must locally decompose the calculated wave field into different propagation directions to

properly account for the directionality of the wave energy transport.

In addition to these numerical techniques there have been analytical approximations to RTE such as

assuming diffusive wave propagation which is only valid at times much larger than the transport mean free

time (Rossetto et al., 2011; Planès et al., 2014); assuming a point-like, isotropic, impulsive source of

intensity in a statistically homogeneous medium (Margerin et al., 2016); expanding the intensity and

scattering function into a finite sum of Legendre polynomial and then solving a finite system of equations

for the unknown coefficients appearing in a truncated expansion (Roberge, 1983); decomposing the specific

intensities into a sum of partial intensities and then solving the RTE for each partial intensity assuming

that scattering is angle-independent and that the source is isotropic (Paasschens, 1997); assuming a

steady-state intensity field (Fan et al., 2019; Le Hardy et al., 2016); or assuming azimuthal symmetry (Baes

and Dejonghe, 2001; de Abreu, 2004). In search of a numerical method that overcomes some of the

limitations mentioned above we propose a numerical scheme to compute the numerical intensities which

solve the scalar RTE in 2-D. Our approach is based on transforming the 2-D scalar RTE into an integral

equation for the specific intensities and then solving this integral equation as a time-stepping algorithm.

Contrary to standard finite difference (FD) or discontinuous Galerkin finite element (DGFE) methods, we

handle the advection of energy analytically at the computational grid points and use numerical

interpolation to deal with the advection terms that do not lie on the grid points. This means that our

numerical procedure for computing the wave energy transport reduces the amount of numerical dispersion,

compared to the numerical schemes mentioned above. Further, since the time discretization depends on the

transport mean free time, instead of the frequency of the waves, the space and time discretization in the

numerical modeling of the radiative transfer equation can be much coarser than it is for wave field

modeling.

Because with this algorithm we are able to describe the spatio-temporal-angular distribution of energy

propagation of acoustic waves in a scattering medium, we use our numerical solutions to study the

transition from ballistic to diffuse to equipartitioned waves. Since we only deal with acoustic waves, we

refer to equipartitioning in this chapter as the equal angular distribution of energy. Notice that this
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definition for equipartitioning is different to the usual definition for elastic waves which also considers the

equilibration of energy between wave modes.

Equipartitioning, of both acoustic and elastic waves, has been experimentally, numerically, and

theoretically studied in fields such as acoustics and seismology due to its importance in Green’s functions

(GF) reconstruction. Weaver and Lobkis (2001) proposed to perform such reconstruction in an ultrasonic

experiment using thermal field fluctuations, assuming that such field is equipartitioned. This work inspired

the development of seismic interferometry (Curtis et al., 2006; Roux et al., 2005; Snieder and Larose,

2013). In this technique one retrieves the causal and anti-causal GF between receiver locations A and B,

by cross-correlating the wave fields recorded at such locations due to an even distribution of sources,

assuming that the wave field has no preferred propagation direction. Snieder et al.(2007) illustrated,

heuristically, the role that equipartitioning plays in the GF retrieval, and Snieder et al. (2010) showed that

equipartitioning is necessary for GF retrieval but not sufficient. Paul (2005) computed field-field

correlations of Alaskan earthquakes to retrieve the causal and anti-causal GF. In theory, if the noise wave

field were equipartitioned, these GF should be symmetric in time. However, they found that the

correlations they computed were asymmetric in time, which they suggest is due to the preferred direction

of energy flow of the coda waves that they use to compute the field-field correlations. When they use late

coda they find that this asymmetry remains, but to a lesser extent than when using earlier coda. Stehly

et al. (2006) showed that the noise, which one may use to reconstruct GF near coastlines, radiates

preferentially away from storms at the oceans. This preferential directionality of the noise radiation affects

the symmetry of the GF that one retrieves, especially if the noise field that one uses is uni-directional and

not evenly distributed. Malcolm et al. (2004) experimentally reconstructed, in a laboratory setting, GF in

a highly scattering medium using time windows ranging from ballistic to diffusive to equipartitioned waves.

They find that the reconstruction of the causal and anti-causal components of GF is only possible when the

waves are equipartitioned. Sens-Schönfelder et al.(2015) studied the equipartitioning of the late coda in

teleseismic events. They find that even at late times the seismic waves propagate with a preferred

direction. This directionality causes seismic interferometry to fail in reconstructing GF unless both the

earthquake and receiver are located along the preferred direction of propagation. In his educational paper

Weaver (2010) introduced, conceptually, the idea of local equipartitioning for open systems. Notice that his

definition of equipartitioning is broader than the one in this chapter. He argues that open systems can

achieve local equipartitioning and that this gives cross-correlations which only resemble the GF locally.

The purpose of the work we present here is to numerically study this concept of local equipartitioning

(i.e., equilibration along the angular directions) using the acoustic RTE. Local angular equipartitioning has

not been thoroughly studied before since the observable that one has typically access to is the total
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intensity rather than the individual specific intensities. In this chapter we refer to the diffusive state as

that in which there is a net flux of energy away from the source, and the equipartitioned state as that in

which the net flux goes to zero, which results in the energy being distributed equally among all

propagation directions. This chapter is organized as follows: In subsection 3.3 we discuss the scalar RTE

and derive a localized time-stepping algorithm. In subsection 3.4 we show numerical simulations for

isotropic scattering, and compare the computed intensities to exact solutions. We also show how our

algorithm handles arbitrary source distributions and angle-dependent scattering, and compare

angle-dependent scattering numerical solutions to diffusive approximations. We discuss the transition from

ballistic to diffusive to equipartitioned waves. To quantify this transition we introduce the equipartitioning

index, a quantity which ranges from 0 (full equipartitioning) to 1 (uni-directional wave propagation), and

emphasize that the transition from ballistic to diffuse to equipartitioned waves occurs locally rather than

globally. In subsection 3.5 we discuss the algorithm that we develop, equiparitioning as a local process, and

the implications that this has for Green’s function retrieval.

3.3 Theory

3.3.1 Description of the Scalar Radiative Transfer Equations

The acoustic radiative transfer equations (RTE) are a system of coupled integro-differential equations

which describe the distribution of energy in a scattering medium as a function of space, time, and direction

n̂ of wave propagation (Chandrasekhar, 1960; Turner and Weaver, 1994; Ryzhik et al., 1996). For late

times, when the wave propagation is almost independent of direction, and is nearly stationary in time, the

equation of radiative transfer leads to diffusive wave transport (van Rossum and Nieuwenhuizen, 1999).

The radiative transfer equations follow from the ladder approximation to the Bethe-Salpeter equation (van

Rossum and Nieuwenhuizen, 1999) and accurately describe wave transport at both early and late times, as

well as the transition from ballistic wave propagation to weak scattering to strong multiple scattering

(Paasschens, 1997). In the derivation of the RTE one assumes that scattered waves have uncorrelated

random phases, resulting in the description of scattering processes in terms of average intensities rather

than in terms of stress or material displacement (Turner and Weaver, 1994). To derive the RTE one may

either make use of energy balance in an infinitesimal volume containing scatterers, or directly derive these

equations from the wave equations by estimating the ensemble average of the covariance of the Green’s

function in a random medium (Turner and Weaver, 1994). For a thorough description of the radiative

transfer (transport) equations in random media we refer the reader to Ryzhik et al. (1996).
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Assuming a uniform speed of transport and ignoring intrinsic attenuation the scalar radiative transfer

equation in 2 dimensions for an intensity field reads (Liu, 1994)

∂I(r, n̂, t)

∂t
+ vn̂ · ∇I(r, n̂, t) = − 1

τs
I(r, n̂, t) +

1

τs

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I(r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′, (3.1)

where the scattering function f(n̂, n̂′) does not explicitly depend on frequency (i.e., the incident waves

change angular direction upon scattering but not frequency), which holds for band-limited wavefields.

Notice that in equation 3.1 we suppressed the frequency dependence of the waves. We outline in subsection

3.3.3 the role that frequency plays in defining the scattering function, and therefore the frequency

dependence of the waves. In equation 3.1 the variable I(r, n̂, t) is the intensity of waves at a location r and

time t propagating in the direction n̂. In the literature of radiative transfer the variable I(r, n̂, t) is referred

to as the specific intensity (Chandrasekhar, 1960). The advection of the energy, propagating with a wave

velocity v, is described by the term vn̂ · ∇I(r, n̂, t). The parameter τs is the scattering mean free time

which describes the average time between scattering events. The term −I(r, n̂, t)/τs accounts for the

energy that is lost to other directions in the scattering process. The term
∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I(r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′/τs

describes the gain due to energy scattered from other directions. The scattering function f(n̂, n̂′) relates

the incident intensity to scattered intensity. This function is normalized, assuming that there is no

absorption (van Rossum and Nieuwenhuizen, 1999), such that∮
f(n̂, n̂′)d2n̂′ = 1. (3.2)

This normalization follows by analyzing equation 3.1 for a homogeneous and time-independent intensity.

3.3.2 Formulation of the Numerical Algorithm

We solve the 2-D scalar RTE

∂tI(r, n̂, t) + vn̂ · ∇I(r, n̂, t) = −I(r, n̂, t)/τs +

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I(r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′/τs, for t > t0 (3.3)

subject to the initial condition I0(r, n̂) at an initial time t0

I(r, n̂, t = t0) = I0(r, n̂). (3.4)

In equation 3.3 the term n̂ = (cos θ, sin θ) indicates the direction of propagation, with θ the

counter-clockwise angle relative to the horizontal direction (x−axis). For simplicity we assume uniform τs.

If τs is a function of space, an algorithm similar to the one we derive here follows. We assume that the

computational boundaries are far enough from the source such that the intensities can be assumed to

vanish at the boundary. This causes a small leakage of energy around the computational boundary. To

avoid such leakage one can either extend the computational domain, so that the vanishing energy

assumption holds, or implement a different boundary condition (i.e., reflection or advection) depending on

41



the problem one aims to solve. One can enforce these boundary conditions using energy conservation. For

instance, for the reflective boundary condition, one can require the energy reflecting off the boundary to be

the same as the energy that is incident on the boundary. We also assume that the speed of propagation is

constant throughout the computational domain. One could in practice extend the algorithm that we show

here to handle layered velocity models. To do this one would solve the acoustic RTE independently in each

of the layers and then at the interfaces enforce that the sum of the fluxes of the incoming waves be the

same as the flux of the outgoing waves. However, this discussion and implementation is out of the scope of

this thesis. We refer the reader to Margerin (2005) for a discussion on how to deal with a multitude of

boundary conditions using energy conservation arguments.

We transform the initial value problem in equation 3.3 into an integral equation for the specific

intensities (Paasschens, 1997)

I(x, y, n̂, t) = I(x− v(t− t0) cos(θ), y − v(t− t0) sin(θ), n̂, t0)e−(t−t0)/τs

+
1

τs

∫ t

t0

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x− v(t− t′) cos(θ), y − v(t− t′) sin(θ), n̂′, t′)e−(t−t′)/τsd2n̂′dt′. (3.5)

Paasschens (1997) analytically solves for the specific intensities in equation 3.5 for a medium with isotropic

scattering and constant scattering properties assuming that the initial condition for the specific intensity is

isotropic. To do this, he decomposes the specific intensities into a sum of partial intensities, where each

partial intensity signifies a number of scattering events (i.e., direct propagation, single scattering, double

scattering, and so on). We show in section 3.7 that equation 3.5 solves the radiative transfer equations 3.3

for the arbitrary initial condition 3.4 and angle-dependent scattering. In this chapter we use equation 3.5

to integrate the specific intensities numerically in time. This approach allows us to use non-isotropic initial

conditions and non-isotropic scattering radiation patterns.

In expression 3.5 the first term in the right hand side corresponds to the incident intensity which

propagates and decays over time due to scattering losses to other directions. The second term corresponds

to the scattered intensity which accounts for the energy gain due to scattering from all possible

propagation directions. To develop an iterative algorithm which depends only on the current time t and

the previous time step t−∆t we replace t0 by t−∆t to obtain

I(x, y, n̂, t) = I(x− v∆t cos(θ), y − v∆t sin(θ), n̂, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs

+
1

τs

∫ t

t−∆t

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x− v(t− t′) cos(θ), y − v(t− t′) sin(θ), n̂′, t′)e−(t−t′)/τsd2n̂′dt′. (3.6)

The contribution of the incident intensity at time t−∆t in equation 3.5 now becomes the first term in

equation 3.6. The second term in equation 3.6 corresponds to the scattered contributions at current and
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previous times. Through this iterative algorithm we compute the advection and scattering of energy locally.

Notice that the numerical algorithm could be extended from 2-D to 3-D by writing the angular integration

in expression 3.6 in terms of the solid angle dΩ̂. We proceed by applying the discrete ordinate method

(Chandrasekhar, 1960) whereby one divides the angular integral into N equal segments. In two dimensions

this method corresponds to setting d2n̂→ dθ and then setting dθ = 2π/N in the angular integration

I(x, y, n̂, t) = I(x− v∆t cos(θ), y − v∆t sin(θ), n̂, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs

+
1

τs

∫ t

t−∆t

∑
n′

2π

N
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x− v(t− t′) cos(θ), y − v(t− t′) sin(θ), n̂′, t′)e−(t−t′)/τsdt′. (3.7)

We then discretize the remaining time integral using the two-point trapezoidal quadrature rule, which

makes our numerical scheme energy conserving, to obtain

I(x, y, n̂, t) = I(x− v∆t cos(θ), y − v∆t sin(θ), n̂, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs

+
1

τs

∑
n̂′

π

N
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x− v∆t cos(θ), y − v∆t sin(θ), n̂′, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs∆t

+
1

τs

∑
n̂′

π

N
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x, y, n̂′, t)∆t. (3.8)

For the discretization in equation 3.8 we require ∆t� τs to capture the scattering interactions. Lastly, we

arrange equation 3.8 to obtain

I(x, y, n̂, t)− 1

τs

∑
n̂′

π

N
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x, y, n̂′, t)∆t =

I(x− v∆t cos(θ), y − v∆t sin(θ), n̂, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs+

1

τs

∑
n̂′

π

N
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x− v∆t cos(θ), y − v∆t sin(θ), n̂′, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs∆t, (3.9)

where the right-hand side is a known quantity since it only depends on previous time t−∆t.

Equation 3.9 consists of a system of N equations, with N variables (the intensities at every

discretization angle). For an arbitrary number of N directions we write

A~I = ~S. (3.10)

The entries of the vector on the right-hand side of equation 3.10 correspond to the right-hand side of

equation 3.9. For a given direction n̂i we write

S(x, y, n̂i, t−∆t) = I(x− v∆t cos θ, y − v∆t sin θ, n̂i, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs

+
1

τs

∑
n̂′

π

N
f(n̂i, n̂

′)I(x− v∆t cos θ, y − v∆t sin θ, n̂′, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs∆t. (3.11)
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The N ×N matrix on the left-hand side of equation 3.10 has entries Aij = δij − π∆t
Nτs

f(n̂i, n̂j). The

indices are introduced to emphasize that the scattering function f(n̂i, n̂j) depends on the incident and

scattering angles. This matrix multiplies the intensity vector ~I that we solve for. The right hand-side of

equation 3.10 corresponds to a source term with which we evolve the numerical solution, and depends on

the intensities at the previous time, given by equation 3.11.

Directly solving the linear system 3.10 is expensive. For a computational domain of size (Nx, Ny, Nt),

one would need to perform Nx ∗Ny ∗Nt linear solves. To speed up the computation we compute the

inverse of the matrix A before-hand via LU decomposition with partial pivoting. We quantify the stability

of inverting the matrix A in the linear system 3.10 with the condition number κ(A) = ||A|| ||A−1||, where

|| · || is the 2-norm. When the condition number κ(A) = 1, the matrix A is well-conditioned. For the

numerical experiments in this chapter we have a condition number κ(A) = 1.02. Notice also that we can

write A = I −K, with Kij = π∆t
Nτs

f(n̂i, n̂j). With this decomposition we can perform the matrix expansion

(I −K)−1 = I +
∑∞
n=1K

n, which is valid for ||K|| < 1. We can truncate the infinite sum to some upper

bound M , depending on the value of ||K||, which we can control with ∆t. If the medium has non-uniform

scattering properties, we can pre-compute the inverses of A for the different sections of the numerical

model, and then use these inverses in the time-stepping algorithm. Once we have access to the inverse we

can parallelize the algorithm at each time-step.

3.3.3 Choice of Scattering Function and the Transport Mean Free Time

We use the Henyey-Greenstein (HG) scattering function in 2D to describe a medium with

angle-dependent scattering (Margerin et al., 2016)

f(n̂, n̂′) =
1

2π

1− g2

(1 + g2 − 2g(n̂ · n̂′))
. (3.12)

The variable g describes the level of angle-dependent scattering and it ranges from predominantly

backward scattering (g = −1) to isotropic scattering (g = 0) to predominantly forward scattering (g = 1).

For practical purposes one considers the range −1 < g < 1 to avoid the singularities for g = ±1 when

(n̂ · n̂′) = ±1. When scattering depends on angle, the time scale at which the randomization of the

propagation direction of the waves occurs is referred to as the transport mean free time τ∗, and it is related

to the scattering mean free τs time by τ∗ = τs/(1− g) (van Rossum and Nieuwenhuizen, 1999). This

relationship implies that if scattering is predominantly in the forward direction τ∗ > τs, whereas when

scattering is predominantly in the backward direction τ∗ < τs. Margerin et al.(2016) noted that if one sets

g = (1 + 2k2a2 −
√

1 + 4k2a2), the HG scattering function can be considered as an end-member of the more
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general Von-Karman scattering phase function

f(n̂, n̂′) =
N(ka, κ)

(1 + 2k2a2(1− n̂ · n̂′))κ+1
, (3.13)

in the limit κ→ 0. In equation 3.13, k is the wavenumber, a is the correlation distance of the medium,

κ is a free parameter, and N(ka, κ) denotes a normalization factor so that the condition 3.2 is satisfied. As

the frequency of the waves increase, the magnitude of g increases as the waves become more sensitive to

the inhomogeneities in the medium (Chapter 4 , Sato et al., 2012).

We normalize the scattering function using a discretized version of equation 3.2∑
n̂′

1

CN

1− g2

(1 + g2 − 2g(n̂ · n̂′))
= 1, (3.14)

where the discrete sum is over N angles. C thus corresponds to a constant

C =
∑
n̂′

1

N

1− g2

(1 + g2 − 2g(n̂ · n̂′))
, (3.15)

which we introduce to satisfy the unity of the normalization condition 3.2 for the discretized scattering

function. When g = 0 the constant C = 1, and when g 6= 0 the value of the constant C → 1 as N →∞.

3.4 Numerical Simulations

3.4.1 Comparison of numerical and exact solutions for isotropic scattering

The initial condition for the intensity at t0 = 0 consists of a 2-D Gaussian placed at the middle of the

computational domain with a full width at half maximum of ≈ 2350 m, where at every point in space

energy is emitted equally in all directions. Figure 3.1 shows this initial condition as well as the spatial

coordinates of the computational domain. Both coordinates range from −20000 m to 20000 m, with a grid

spacing ∆x = ∆y = 200 m. We use a constant propagation velocity v = 1000 m/s and scattering mean free

time τs = 5 s. We integrate the intensities from t = 0 to 20 s with ∆t = 0.2 s, with the choice of temporal

discretization small enough (∆t� τs) to capture the scattering interactions. We use N = 128 directions of

propagation, equally spaced in the range [0, 2π). To compute the advection terms which do not lie on grid

points we perform a numerical interpolation. Different interpolation techniques may be used depending on

the accuracy and speed of computation that one wants to achieve. Here, for simplicity, we use a bilinear

interpolation with neighboring points, which is a sufficiently good approximation provided that the initial

condition is smooth. In our numerical experiments we find that ten sample points for the full-width at

half-maximum are enough to avoid interpolation artifacts. As with finite differences, the modeling of true

point sources is not possible with our algorithm. However, one could in practice set-up the initial condition

to be a 2-D Gaussian with a small width, relative to the length scale over which scattering occurs, and use

a very dense computational grid. At the boundary we set the intensities equal to zero, which does not
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Figure 3.1 Total intensity at t = 0. This initial condition is normalized such that the total energy equals
unity.

affect the accuracy of our results for the distances and propagation times that we investigate. After the

energy reaches the boundary, some leakage occurs over time. We compare the analytical and numerical

Figure 3.2 Comparison of analytical and numerical specific intensities at a distance of 1 scattering mean
free length (5000 m) for isotropic scattering (g = 0). The three pannels from left to right show the specific
intensities at an angle of 0, π/4, π/2 relative to the radial direction, respectively.

specific intensities, rather than the total intensities, for a medium with isotropic scattering. This

comparison allows us to assess the accuracy of our algorithm in retrieving the individual specific intensities

since the total intensity may average out discrepancies between the numerical and analytical solutions of

the specific intensities. The analytical intensity corresponds to the solution derived by Paasschens (1997)

convolved with the initial condition shown in Figure 3.1

46



Figure 3.2 shows the comparison between analytical and numerical solutions for the specific intensities

at different angular directions at a distance of 5000 m from the Gaussian peak in Figure 3.1. The direction

aligned with the radial direction shows the largest amplitude, and the magnitude of the specific intensity

decreases with increasing angle θ relative to the radial direction. The radial direction contains both

incident and scattered energy, whereas off-radial directions contain only scattered energy. The scattered

energy decreases in amplitude with increasing angle relative to the radial direction, as shown by Paasschens

(1997). Our numerical solutions in Figure 3.2 agree within 3% with the exact solutions. The fact that we

match the exact solution well indicates that our algorithm is able to model the specific intensities, rather

than just the total intensity. Therefore, the algorithm that we are showing in this chapter is applicable for

problems in which one wants to model the directionality of wave transport.

Figure 3.3 Comparison of numerical solutions for the total intensity with diffusive approximation at
(x, y) = (2000, 0) m, for different values of g, ranging from isotropic to predominantly forward scattering.

3.4.2 Comparison of numerical and diffusive solutions

To benchmark the long-time behavior of the algorithm we compare the numerical solutions that we

obtain with diffusive approximations to RTE, which are valid after sufficient scattering has occurred. We

use the 2-D version of the diffusion approximation to the scalar RTE (chapter 7, Sato et al., 2012).

Figure 3.3 shows the comparison of the numerical solutions for the Gaussian simulation for different

values of g against the diffusive approximation at (x, y) = (2000, 0) m. At t = 0 there is non-zero energy for

the chosen location due to the source that we use. Notice that as the value of g increases, the coda decays

more rapidly due to the preferred forward scattering of the outward propagating energy. As the value of g

increases it takes a longer time for the scattered energy to reach a diffusive state. This is because as g

increases so does the transport mean free time, the time scale over which the randomization of the

direction of the waves occur. At late times the numerical solutions agree with the diffusive approximation.
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3.4.3 Isotropic scattering

As waves propagate through scattering media their wave propagation regime changes from ballistic to

single scattering to multiple scattering to diffusion to equipartitioning. To study the spatial dependence of

the propagation regime we consider a numerical experiment with a Gaussian initial condition at the center

of the computational domain, as in Figure 3.1, and isotropic scattering. The simulation parameters are the

same as for Figure 3.2. Figure 3.4 shows cross-sections of the total intensity at y = 0 for different

Figure 3.4 Cross-section of the total intensities for isotropic scattering. The red arrows indicate the
outgoing ballistic energy.

simulation times. At early times (t� τs) the energy is still concentrated near the source vicinity and little

scattering has occurred. At later times (t = τs) there is outgoing ballistic energy, with scattered energy

in-between the outgoing wavefronts. This energy is generated by single and multiple scattering. At a later

time of t = 2τs the scattered energy starts to dominate over the ballistic energy. This corresponds to a

transfer of energy from incident to scattered waves. The scattering energy now contains single and multiple

scattering energy, part of which has started to develop a smooth Gaussian-like shape in between the

ballistic peaks. This smoothing indicates the beginning of the on-set of the diffusive behavior, as one

expects from the solution to the diffusion equation (Sato et al., 2012). In this diffusive regime, the

propagation direction of the waves starts to randomize over time. However, the rate at which the
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randomization occurs changes with space and time. On the panel in the lower right the scattered energy

dominates, there is nearly no ballistic energy left, and the diffusive propagation starts to dominate. The

rapid drop at the edges of the computational domain occurs because of the vanishing boundary condition.

Figure 3.5 shows a comparison of the cross-sections from fig. Figure 3.4 with the diffusive approximation.

Figure 3.5 Comparison of cross-sections in Figure 3.4 with the diffusive approximation.

Only after two scattering mean free times, the diffusive behavior starts to develop. At later times (t = 4τs),

the diffusive behavior is evident. The energy first becomes diffusive near the source, where more scattering

has occurred, relative to the ballistic wave. Far away from the source, and close to the ballistic peak, the

energy does not become diffuse yet. Over time, the net flux of energy decreases and scattering homogenizes

the angular distribution of the energy.

At late times, after sufficiently many scattering events, one assumes first that the wave field reaches a

diffusive state (i.e., the net flux of energy is small away from the source) and follows a random-walk like

behavior, and then that it becomes equipartitioned (i.e., the energy is the same in all propagation

directions and the net flux of energy is zero). However, one usually assumes that diffusion, and then

equipartitioning, occurs when the condition t� τ∗ is satisfied, rather than the condition t� r/v + τ∗. In

this expression r is the source-receiver distance, v is the speed of transport, and τ∗ is the transport mean

free path, which for isotropic scattering equals the scattering mean free time τs. The second condition is
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stricter because it accounts for the scattering events after the ballistic arrival. For practical applications,

Figure 3.6 Cross-section of equipartitioning index δ for the isotropic source experiment. The red arrows
point to outgoing ballistic energy.

one usually assumes first that the wave field is diffusive, and then equipartitioned, after enough scattering

events (Campillo, 2006; Obermann et al., 2013). To quanitify the degree of equipartitioning we introduce

the equipartitioning index

δ(r, t) =
σ(r, t)√
Nµ(r, t)

, (3.16)

where σ(r, t) is the standard deviation of the specific intensities along the angular directions. This quantity

is defined as σ2(r, t) = 1
N−1

∑N
i=1(I(r, t, n̂i)− µ(r, t))2, where µ(r, t) = 1

N

∑N
i=1 I(r, t, n̂i) is the mean of the

specific intensities along the angular direction, and N is the number of angular directions (Snieder and van

Wijk, 2015). The quantity δ(r, t) provides a measure of the variation of the specific intensities along the

angular directions as a function of space and time. We compute the standard deviation and the mean of

the specific intensities along the N propagation directions for a fixed point in space and time. The constant

1/
√
N is included so that 0 ≤ δ ≤ 1. Consider an uni-directional intensity field Ii = I0δi,1, where I0 is the

intensity along the only non-zero direction and δi,j is the kronecher delta. The mean for this intensity field

is µ = I0/N . The standard deviation for the same intensity field is σ = I0/
√
N , which gives σ/µ =

√
N .

The equipartitioning index is 0 when the intensity field is fully equipartitioned (i.e., same specific intensity
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along all directions) and 1 when the intensity field is unidirectional (i.e., all of the specific intensities but

one are equal to zero).

Figure 3.7 Cross-section of the total intensities for different levels of angle-dependent scattering and
simulation times. The black, blue, and green curves correspond to τ∗ = 1, 1.43, 2τs , respectively. The red
arrows indicate the outgoing ballistic energy.

In the first numerical experiment we release the energy within the Gaussian equally along all directions,

meaning that δ = 0 everywhere at t = 0. However, due to the nonzero gradient of the intensity field part of

the intensity propagates away from the initial Gaussian with a preferred propagation direction and δ 6= 0

due to the directionality of the energy transport. Figure 3.6 shows δ for the same cross-section as

Figure 3.4. The ballistic arrival shows the highest value of δ. For this simulation the ballistic peak shows

δ < 1 due to the spread of the source and the isotropic initial condition. At very early times (t = 0.2τs),

δ 6= 0 despite the initial condition being isotropic, as explained above. The scattering energy in between

the ballistic peaks starts to homogenize in the angular direction over time, with the lowest δ value at x = 0.

Even at late times the value of δ is only small (< 0.1) between −10000 and 10000 m, where more scattering

events have occurred relative to those events near the ballistic arrival. One should use the condition

t� r/v + τ∗ for assessing equipartitioning to account for multiple scattering after the ballistic arrival. To

see why this condition is necessary, consider the two terms at the right hand side of the inequality. The

first term r/v accounts for the travel time of the ballistic wave from the source to receiver locations. The
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second term, τ∗, is the transport mean free path, which is a measure of the time scale over which the

direction of propagation of the energy is randomized. Both of these terms together describe the time

necessary for multiple scattering, and therefore diffusion and equipartitioning, to develop after the ballistic

wave arrival. In particular, one can not generally say that the field is diffuse/equipartitioned because the

level of diffusion/equipartitioning depends on location and time.

3.4.4 Angle-dependent scattering

For realistic applications of the scalar RTE, it is necessary to consider the effect of angle-dependent

scattering. To this end, we study the spatial dependence of wave propagation when the scattering function

depends on angular direction. Here, we investigate a medium in which forward scattering dominates. We

initialize the intensities and set-up the computational domain as in the isotropic simulation to provide a

just comparison between the numerical experiments.

Figure 3.7 shows a cross-section along the x-axis at y = 0 of the total intensity for different levels of

angle-dependent scattering. The scattering function is given by equation 3.12 with g = 0, 0.3, 0.5 for

isotropic, weak, and medium forward scattering, respectively. Overall, this numerical simulation shows the

same behavior as for the isotropic case. However, as forward scattering becomes stronger, the ballistic peak

retains more energy and there is less energy scattered to other directions, as compared to isotropic

scattering. As forward scattering increases it takes a longer time for the propagation of the waves to be

randomized. To see why this is the case consider a unidirectional intensity source. As forward scattering

becomes stronger, the energy that scatters off the ballistic wave takes longer to randomize over the angular

direction due to the preferred propagation direction and the energy in-between the outgoing ballistic peaks

takes a longer time to become diffusive. Figure 3.8 illustrates the on-set of the diffusive behavior for

different values of g. As forward scattering increases so does the transport mean free path, the length scale

over which the randomization of the propagation direction occurs.

For these simulations we find agreement with two physical principles. The first one is that with

increasing forward scattering the ballistic wave develops a pronounced peak along the forward direction

and the scattered energy behind the ballistic peak decreases. The second one is that as forward scattering

increases, the intensity field takes a longer time to become diffusive, and then equipartitioned, as it takes

longer for the propagation direction to be randomized. As with the isotropic case there is a spatial

dependence of the transition from ballistic to diffuse to equipartitioned waves. To explore the degree of

equipartitioning when scattering depends on angle we compute the equipartitioning index δ for the same

cross-section as in Figure 3.6. Figure 3.9 shows the equipartitioning index δ for this cross-section. Overall,

the behavior is the same as for isotropic scattering. As before, the ballistic arrival shows the highest
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Figure 3.8 Comparison of cross-sections in fig. Figure 3.7 with the diffusive approximation. The solid line
indicates numerical simulation, and the dashed line indicates diffusive approximation.

equipartitioning index δ, and the lowest δ is at x = 0, at the center of the computational domain. For all

degrees of angle-dependent scattering the equipartition index is nearly the same. This occurs because the

field starts with δ = 0 at t = 0 so that different values of g do not significantly affect the value of the

equipartitioning index δ in-between the outgoing ballistic energy.

Consider the bottom left panel in Figure 3.9. Between −5000 and 5000 m, δ < 0.1. This implies that

for these distances the intensity fields is close to having an isotropic angular distribution (i.e., δ is close to

zero). The bottom right panel of Figure 3.8 shows that, for this same range, only the curve with g = 0

starts to show a diffusive behavior. This comparison shows that even if a field has δ << 1 it is not

necessarily diffuse because an extra condition related to the net flux of energy must be satisfied.

van Rossum and Nieuwenhuizen (1999) derive a diffusion equation from the 3-D version of equation 3.1.

To this end they make two assumptions. The first assumption is that the intensity distribution is almost

isotropic (δ << 1), so that the energy current J is much smaller than the energy density Itot (pg. 176,

Chapter 9, Ishimaru, 1978). With this assumption they expand the specific intensities as

I(r, n̂, t) ≈ Itot(r, t) + 3vn̂ · J(r, t), (3.17)
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Figure 3.9 Cross-section of equipartitioning index δ for the isotropic source experiment. The red arrows
indicate outgoing ballistic energy.

where they ignore the higher order terms since these terms become negligible. The variables Itot and J are

the local radiation and current densities, respectively. They then assume that the local current density of

the intensity field satisfies ∣∣∣∣τ∗∂tJ∣∣∣∣� ∣∣∣∣J∣∣∣∣, (3.18)

with which they obtain the diffusive approximation to the scalar RTE. Expression 3.18 indicates that the

current density of the field varies slowly in time, relative to the time scale over which the randomization of

the direction of propagation of the wave occurs. To numerically study this diffusive condition we define

ε = |τ∗∂tJ/J|. (3.19)

Recall that in Figure 3.8 the diffuse character of the scattered waves only starts to develop after

t = 2τs. Figure 3.10 shows expression 3.19 for the bottom left and right panels, respectively, of Figure 3.8,

with the x-axis now ranging from −6000 to 6000 m to focus on the diffuse character of the scattered waves.

The left panel of Figure 3.10 shows the lowest value of ε for isotropic scattering, and this value increases as

forward scattering dominates. This reflects that the energy that scatters isotropically reaches a diffuse

state more rapidly than when forward scattering dominates, as we showed in Figure 3.8.
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Figure 3.10 Diffusion condition, as measured by ε defined in expression 3.19, for the bottom left and
bottom right panels in fig. Figure 3.7, with the x-axis now ranging from −6000 to 6000 m.

δ = 1 ←→ Ballistic
0 < δ < 1, ε� 0 ←→ single/multiple scattering
δ � 1, ε� 1 ←→ multiple scattering/diffusion

δ = 0 ←→ equipartitioning

Table 3.1 Wave propagation regimes. The transition over time among the different regimes starts with the
ballistic and ends with the equipartitioned regime.

The left panel of Figure 3.10 also shows that, as with δ, ε changes locally. The smallest value of ε is

near x = 0, where many scattering events have occurred, and increases away from this location. This local

behavior is more evident with stronger forward scattering (g = 0.5). The right panel of Figure 3.10 also

shows higher values of ε for stronger forward scattering. It also shows that ε decreases with time because

the scattered waves start to become diffuse. As before, this diffuse behavior changes locally, but with less

variations than for earlier times.

With the introduction of δ and the definition for ε we can identify 4 propagation regimes, depending on

the extent of scattering, which we illustrate in Table 3.1. A ballistic wave, due to its directionality, has

δ = 1. As scattering occurs, the energy behind the ballistic peak (i.e., singly and multiply scattered waves)

starts to distribute over the different propagation directions (δ < 1). At this stage the net flux of energy is

not necessarily small. Over time, the angular distribution of the intensity becomes almost isotropic

(δ � 1). If the field satisfies condition 3.18, the energy reaches a diffusive state. At even later times, the

angular distribution of the intensity becomes isotropic as the net flux of energy goes to 0. To see this,
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consider δ for expression 3.17

δ(r, t) =

1
N−1

∑N
i=1

(
3vn̂i · J(r, t)

)2

Itot(r, t)
. (3.20)

Since each term on the sum in expression 3.20 is positive, it follows that for equipartitioning to happen

(δ = 0), each term in the sum must be equal to zero (i.e., net flux of energy equals zero).

Figure 3.11 Normalized initial condition for the specific intensity of a plane-wave segment aligned with the
positive x-axis, all other specific intensities are set equal to zero. The red arrow indicates the initial
direction of wave propagation.

3.4.5 Directional source and angle-dependent scattering

So far we have explored the spatial dependence on wave propagation due to the scattering properties of

the medium. We extend our numerical study by considering a segment of a plane-wave which propagates

from left to right. As before, we test for isotropic, weak forward, and medium forward scattering

(g = 0.0, 0.3, 0.5), which correspond to transport mean free times τ∗ = 1, 1.43, 2τs, respectively. Figure 3.11

shows the initial condition and computational domain for this numerical test. We place the plane wave

segment around the origin with the x,y-coordinate of the computational domain ranging from −20000 to

20000 m. The only non-zero specific intensity at time t = 0 corresponds to θ = 0. We taper the plane-wave

segment using the product of a horizontal and a vertical cosine taper. We use the following cosine taper

T (n, α) =

{
1 , if α/2 ≤ n ≤ 1− α/2,
0.5(1− cos(2πn/α)), else,

}
(3.21)

where 0 ≤ α, n ≤ 1. α is a smoothing parameter which be set to 0.5, and n is a normalized spatial

coordinate defined as n = (x+ 1000)/2000 for the horizontal window and n = (y + 2500)/5000 for the
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vertical window. As with the previous numerical simulations we scale the initial condition so that the total

energy is normalized. Figure 3.12 shows a cross-section at the middle of the computational domain along

Figure 3.12 Cross-section of the total intensities for different levels of angle-dependent scattering and
simulation times. The black, blue, and green curves correspond to τ∗ = 1, 1.43, 2τs, respectively. The red
arrow indicates the right-going ballistic wave, the orange arrow indicates a secondary ”ballistic” arrival
which arises due to backscattering.

the x-axis for the plane wave segment simulation. As with the isotropic initial condition, when time

progresses the intensity with stronger forward scattering has more energy concentrated along the ballistic

arrival and less trailing scattered energy. A secondary ”ballistic” wave, caused by waves that are

backscattered immediately after the plane wave segment is launched, is indicated by the orange arrow and

propagates towards the left of the computational domain. This secondary arrival has a negligible

amplitude. Figure 3.13 shows the equipartitioning index δ for the intensity cross-section in Figure 3.12.

The ballistic arrival shows the highest equipartitioning index δ, as in the previous simulations. Ideally, the

ballistic wave should show δ = 1. However, because of the numerical discretization the right-going peak

contains small amounts of scattered energy, which results in a lower δ. The secondary ”ballistic” arirval

that arises early in the simulation shows up as a secondary peak on the left side of Figure 3.13, but the

intensity corresponding to this peak is negligible. The scattering energy directly behind the peak

propagating to the right shows the lowest δ. The directionality in wave propagation occurs because the
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initial condition has a preferred propagation direction. For this type of initial condition one should also use

the condition t� r/v + τ∗ to account for both the primary ballistic arrival (propagating from left to right)

and the secondary wave (propagating to the left). Figure 3.13 also shows scattered energy with higher δ as

forward scattering increases, which is most prominent at later times. This occurs because for this

numerical test the initial condition has a preferred propagation direction so that g plays a key role in

determining the angular randomization of the wave field.

Figure 3.13 Cross-section of equipartitioning index δ for the plane source experiment. The red arrow
indicates the right-going ballistic wave, the orange arrow indicates a secondary ”ballistic” arrival which
arises due to backscattering.

3.5 Discussion

The numerical algorithm that we propose to solve the scalar RTE in a medium with uniform speed of

transport, uniform scattering mean free time, and arbitrary angle-dependent scattering allows us to

compute the specific intensities, as opposed to just the total intensities. This algorithm can be used in

applications where one needs to resolve the angular distribution of the wave energy transport. We can use

our algorithm for an intensity with a sufficiently smooth initial condition (i.e., enough sampling points in

space so that the interpolation does not introduce numerical artifacts), as we showed through numerical

experiments with isotropic and plane wave segment initial conditions in a medium with angle-dependent

scattering (Figure 3.7 and Figure 3.12). In our algorithm we discretize the angular integral and then
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handle the advection of energy analytically at grid points, and through numerical interpolation between

grid points. This approach allows us to reduce the numerical dispersion errors, compared to numerical

techniques such as finite differences or discontinuous Galerkin finite element methods. This numerical

dispersion may cause negative intensities which are non-physical. Since we compute the specific intensities,

our algorithm is useful for testing and understanding the transition from ballistic to single/multiply

scattered to diffuse to equipartitioned waves. We quantify the extent of randomization of an intensity field

through the equipartitioning index δ. This equipartitioning index, together with the quantity ε, allows us

to identify 4 propagation regimes, ranging from ballistic to single/multiply scattered waves to multiply

scattered/diffuse waves to equipartitioned waves. We find that, in general, the level of randomization of the

angular distribution of an intensity field and the net flux of energy is a function of space and time.

Figure 3.9 and Figure 3.13 show that the ballistic arrival has the highest equipartitioning index and that

the trailing scattered energy randomizes its propagation direction over time but not at the same rate

throughout the computational domain. The difference in the rate at which the randomization occurs

requires one to use the condition t� r/v + τ∗ as a measure of randomization to account for the scattering

events following the ballistic arrival. This condition indicates that the wave propagation regime varies

spatially. Comparison of Figure 3.9 and Figure 3.13 shows that for assessing the randomization of the

intensity field one also needs to consider, to some extent, the initial condition of the intensity field. In the

plane wave segment simulation the energy directly behind the right-going peak quickly randomizes, but as

one moves closer to the secondary ”ballistic” wave (left-going) the wave field has a preferred propagation

direction due to backscattering early in the simulation. This again indicates that the wave propagation

regime depends on space. The spatial dependence of these different propagation regimes, and in particular

the local behavior of equipartitioning, has implications for Green’s functions retrieval. One particular

example is seismic interferometry where the extent of the angular randomization of the wave field affects

the accuracy of the Green’s functions that one recovers. Since equipartitioning changes locally rather than

globally, the accuracy of the Green’s function reconstruction may depend on space and time.
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3.7 RTE as a system of coupled integral equations

We show that the integral equation 3.5 satisfies the radiative transfer equations 3.3 with the initial

condition 3.4. Inserting t = t0 in equation 3.5 gives the initial condition 3.4. To simplify the proof we align
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the x-axis with n̂ so that the integral equation 3.5 becomes

I(x, y = 0, n̂, t) = I(x− v(t− t0), y = 0, n̂, t0)e−(t−t0)/τs

+
1

τs

∫ t

t0

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x− v(t− t′), y = 0, n̂′, t′)e−(t−t′)/τsd2n̂′dt′, (3.22)

and the radiative transfer equations 3.3 become

∂tI(x, y = 0, n̂, t) + v∂xI(x, y = 0, n̂, t) = −I(x, y = 0, n̂, t)/τs +

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x, y = 0, n̂′, t)d2n̂′/τs, (3.23)

for t > t0. Next, we take the derivative of equation 3.22 with respect to t

∂tI(x, y = 0, n̂, t) =− v∂xI
(
x− v(t− t0), y = 0, n̂, t0

)
e−(t−t0)/τs

− 1

τs
I
(
x− v(t− t0), y = 0, n̂, t0

)
e−(t−t0)/τs

+
1

τs

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I

(
x, y = 0, n̂′, t

)
d2n̂′

1

τs

∫ t

t0

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)

(
− v∂xI

(
x− v(t− t′), y = 0, n̂′, t′

))
e−(t−t′)/τsd2n̂′dt′

− 1

τ2
s

∫ t

t0

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I

(
x− v(t− t′), y = 0, n̂′, t′

)
e−(t−t′)/τsd2n̂′dt′, (3.24)

and the derivative with respect to x

∂xI(x, y, n̂, t) = ∂xI
(
x− v(t− t0), y = 0, n̂, t0

)
e−(t−t0)/τs

+
1

τs

∫ t

t0

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)∂xI

(
x− v(t− t′), y = 0, n̂′, t′

)
e−(t−t′)/τsd2n̂′dt′. (3.25)

Inserting equations 3.24 and 3.25 into the radiative transfer equations 3.23 gives

∂I(x, y = 0, n̂, t)

∂t
+v∂xI(x, y = 0, n̂, t) = − 1

τs

(
I(x− v(t− t0), y = 0, n̂, t0)e−(t−t0)/τs

+
1

τs

∫ t

t0

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I(x− v(t− t′), y = 0, n̂′, t′)e−(t−t′)/τsd2n̂′dt′

)
+

1

τs

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I

(
x, y = 0, n̂′, t

)
d2n̂′. (3.26)

We note that the first and second terms on the right-hand side of equation 3.26 correspond to the

right-hand side of the integral equation 3.22 times τ−1
s . Equation 3.26 then becomes

∂I(x, y = 0, n̂, t)

∂t
+ v∂xI(x, y = 0, n̂, t) = − 1

τs
I
(
x, y = 0, n̂, t

)
+

1

τs

∮
f(n̂, n̂′)I

(
x, y = 0, n̂′, t

)
d2n̂′, (3.27)

which generalizes to the radiative transfer equations 3.3 since the orientation of the x-axis is arbitrary.
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CHAPTER 4

ANGULAR AND MODAL EQUIPARTITIONING OF ELASTIC WAVES IN SCATTERING MEDIA: A

NUMERICAL STUDY BASED ON ENERGY TRANSPORT

To be submitted to the Journal of the Acoustical Society of America.

Manuel Jaimes-Caballero7, and Roel Snieder8.

4.1 Abstract

We illustrate the angular and modal equipartitioning of elastic waves in scattering media using the

elastic radiative transfer equations in 2-D. To solve these equations we decompose the P and S specific

intensities into direct and scattered components. We handle the direct component analytically, and derive

integral equations for the scattered components of the P and S specific intensities. We construct a

time-stepping algorithm with which we evolve the scattered components of the specific intensities

numerically in time. We handle the advection of P and S energy analytically at the computational grid

points and use numerical interpolation to deal with advection terms which do not lie on the grid points.

This approach allows us to reduce numerical dispersion, compared to standard numerical techniques. We

test this algorithm for a pure P source, and a double couple which radiates both P and S energy. We

compare our numerical solutions against known approximations, and find good agreement. We use this

algorithm to numerically study the local behavior of equipartitioning over wave modes and angular

directions. We find that both types of equipartitioning are a function of space and time, depending on the

extent of scattering. This local behavior must be taken into account when studying diffusion and

equipartitioning of elastic waves.

4.2 Introduction

As waves propagate through a scattering medium they lose (or gain) energy due to scattering to (or

from) other directions. When dealing with elastic waves the scattering also accounts for mode conversion.

In the absence of anelastic attenuation, scattering and mode conversion obey energy conservation, which

one may mathematically describe using the radiative transfer equations (RTE). The RTE consist of a

coupled system of integro-differential equations where one solves for the wave intensity as a function of

space, time, and angular direction (and wave mode if dealing with elastic waves), assuming one knows the

scattering mean free path(s), the angular dependence of the scattering pattern(s), and the speed(s) of

7Graduate student, primary researcher, and author at Department of Geophysics, Colorado School of Mines.
8Supervisor at Department of Geophysics, Colorado School of Mines.
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energy propagation. Both acoustic and elastic formulations to the RTE have been studied (Gaebler et al.,

2015; Margerin et al., 2016; Zhang and Sens-Schönfelder, 2022), with most of the attention devoted to the

acoustic formulation. The elastic formulation is harder to study than the acoustic formulation, because

there is coupling not only in the angular direction but also in the mode of propagation due to P → S and

S → P mode conversions. In 2-D the acoustic RTE consists of a coupled system of N equations, where N

refers to number of angular directions. In contrast, in 2-D the elastic RTE consists of a coupled system of

2N equations. In 3-D the elastic RTE consists of a coupled system of 5NM equations, where the factor of

five corresponds to the size of the stokes vector, N is the number of angular directions in the azimuthal

plane and M is the number of angular directions in the polar plane (Turner and Weaver, 1994).

The acoustic description to RTE has been used in astrophysics to analyze radiation transport across

cosmic dust in a wide range of astrophysical objects (Steinacker et al., 2002; Narayanan et al., 2021; Wolf,

2003); in atmospheric sciences to model solar radiation across clouds to better understand the evolution of

sea surface temperatures (Evans and Stephens, 1995; Aumann et al., 2018; Manners et al., 2009); in optics

to develop novel optical tomographic imaging algorithms which allow diagnosis and treatment of biological

tissues (Klose et al., 2002; Abdoulaev, 2003; Ren et al., 2004; Yodh and Chance, 1995); in acoustics to

model the interaction of acoustic waves with the ocean bottom (Quijano and Zurk, 2009), forest acoustics

(Ostashev et al., 2017), and acoustical diffractions by obstacles (Reboul et al., 2005); in geophysics to

model infrared radiation across volcanic ash clouds (Prata, 1989; Francis et al., 2012; Lee et al., 2014), heat

transfer in the mantle (Hofmeister, 2005), and scattering kernels in coda wave interferometry (Pacheco and

Snieder, 2005; Rossetto et al., 2011; Margerin et al., 2016; Snieder et al., 2019; Duran et al., 2020; Dinther

et al., 2021; Obermann et al., 2016).

Several numerical techniques have been developed to solve the acoustic RTE. These include the

Discontinuous Galerkin finite element method (Clarke et al., 2019; Han et al., 2010), Markov Chain Monte

Carlo (Iwabuchi, 2006; Xu et al., 2011; Camps and Baes, 2018; Noebauer and Sim, 2019; Przybilla and

Korn, 2008; Yoshimoto, 2000), Finite Difference (Klose and Hielscher, 1999), and Wave Equation modeling,

whereby one exploits the connection between the acoustic wave equation and the acoustic RTE (Przybilla

et al., 2006; Kanu and Snieder, 2015; Snieder et al., 2019; Duran et al., 2020). In addition to these

numerical techniques, several authors have derived analytical approximations to the acoustic RTE. These

approximations include assuming a point-like, isotropic, impulsive source of intensity in a statistically

homogeneous medium (Margerin et al., 2016), expanding the intensity and scattering function into a finite

sum of Legendre polynomial and then solving a finite system of equations for the unknown coefficients

appearing in a truncated expansion (Roberge, 1983), decomposing the specific intensities into a sum of

partial intensities and then solving the RTE for each partial intensity assuming that scattering is
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angle-independent and that the source is isotropic (Paasschens, 1997), assuming a steady-state intensity

field (Fan et al., 2019; Le Hardy et al., 2016), assuming azimuthal symmetry (Baes and Dejonghe, 2001;

de Abreu, 2004), or assuming that the wave propagation is diffusive, which is only valid at times much

larger than the transport mean free time (Rossetto et al., 2011; Planès et al., 2014).

The elastic formulation to the RTE has been mostly restricted to seismology. Wu and Aki (1985)

introduce the RTE in seismology to describe the generation of seismic coda as seismic waves scatter

through the heterogeneous Earth’s structure. Sato et al. (1997) use RTE to derive semi-analytical

expressions of the energy density due to a point shear-dislocation source. Margerin et al. (2000) use Monte

Carlo simulations to study the multiple scattering of elastic waves via the elastic RTE. Przybilla et al.

(2006) solve the elastic RTE using a Monte Carlo method and compare their results to finite difference

modeling of elastic waves in a 2-D random medium. Yamamoto and Sato (2010) use radiative transfer

theory to study multiple scattering and mode conversions of seismic waves at Asama volcano in Japan. For

a thorough overview of the analytical, numerical, and applied aspects of both the acoustic and elastic RTE

we refer the reader to Sato et al. (2012).

The elastic RTE has also been used to study the late time behavior of elastic waves. At late times, after

many scattering events, the ratio of S to P total energy equals a constant which depends on the P and S

wave mean velocities and the dimension under consideration (Weaver, 1982; Snieder, 2002). Similarly, at

late times, the angular distribution of the P and S energy homogenizes (Margerin et al., 2000). This late

time behavior is usually referred to as the equipartitioned state of elastic waves. Khazaie et al. (2017)

numerically studied the transition to the equipartitioned state in a randomly heterogeneous elastic medium

for a wide range of modeling parameters; Sánchez-Sesma et al. (2008) theoretically studied equipartitioning

as a necessary condition for the retrieval of Green’s functions in seismic inteferometry; and Hennino et al.

(2001) investigated the principle of equipartitioning using observational data of seismic coda. In this paper

we refer to the equilibration of energy between P and S modes as modal equipartitioning, and the

homogenization along the angular direction as angular equipartitioning.

Most studies have only considered the global behavior (i.e., time dependence without regard of spatial

location) of the modal equipartitioning. In this paper we investigate both the local and global behavior of

the modal and angular equipartitioning. The paper is organized as follows: In subsection 4.3 we provide a

description of the elastic RTE, and derive a time-stepping algorithm based on an integral equation

formalism that allows us to compute the spatio-temporal-angular distribution of the P and S energies. In

subsection 4.4, we show numerical simulations for an explosive source which radiates P waves, and a

double couple source which radiates P and S waves. We study the local and global behavior of

equipartitioning for both of these sources. In subsection 4.6 we discuss our findings. In subsection 4.8 show
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the diffusive approximation that we use to benchmark our algorithm. In subsection 4.9 we show the

analytical expressions for the total P and S energies which we compare against our numerical results in

subsection 4.4. In subsection 4.10 we show how we make our numerical scheme energy conserving.

4.3 Theory

4.3.1 Description of the Elastic Radiative Transfer Equations

The two dimensional elastic radiative transfer equations correspond to the following coupled system of

equations (Zhang et al., 2021)

∂IP (r, n̂, t)

∂t
+ α0n̂ · ∇IP (r, n̂, t) = −α0(g0

pp + g0
ps)I

P (r, n̂, t)

+ α0

∮
gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′ + β0

∮
gsp(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′, (4.1)

∂IS(r, n̂, t)

∂t
+ β0n̂ · ∇IS(r, n̂, t) = −β0(g0

ss + g0
sp)I

S(r, n̂, t)

+ β0

∮
gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′ + α0

∮
gps(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′, (4.2)

where the superscripts P and S indicate the specific intensity of the P and S-waves, respectively. In

equations 4.1 and 4.2 we ignore intrinsic attenuation, and α0 and β0 describe the mean propagation

velocity of P and S waves, respectively. The terms n̂′ = (cos γ′, sin γ′) and n̂ = (cos γ, sin γ), with γ′(or γ)

the angle relative to the positive x−direction, denote the incident and scattered propagation directions,

respectively, while ∇ = (∂/∂x, ∂/∂y) denotes the gradient operator. The terms gij(n̂, n̂
′), with {i, j = p, s},

denote the scattering functions, which describe scattering between different angles and mode conversion.

They quantify the energy transfer from a wave of mode i incident in direction n̂′ to a wave that scatters as

a mode j towards direction n̂. These scattering functions assume that scattering only depends on

n̂′ · n̂ = cos θ, where θ is the angle between the incident and scattered directions. Therefore, θ = 0

corresponds to forward scattering, and θ = π corresponds to backward scattering. The terms g0
ij denote the

total scattering coefficients and are defined as g0
ij =

∮
gij(θ)dθ. They describe the energy transfer from a

wave of mode i to a wave of mode j. The left-hand side of equations 4.1 and 4.2 describe the advection of

the P and S specific intensities, respectively. The first term on the right-hand side of equations 4.1 and 4.2

describes scattering losses due to scattering to other angles and mode conversion. The integral terms

describe energy gain due to scattering from other angles and mode conversion. Equations 4.1 and 4.2

follow from the ladder approximation to the Bethe-Salpeter equation assuming that kaε� 1, where k is

the wavenumber, and a, ε2 are the correlation length and variance of the random medium, respectively

(Przybilla et al. ,2006). In this chapter we refer to Im(r, n̂, t) as the specific intensity,
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Em(r, t) =
∮
Im(r, n̂, t)d2n̂ as the energy density, and Y m(t) =

∫
Em(r, t)dxdy as the total energy. The

superscript m indicates P or S wave mode.

For late times, when the wave propagation is almost independent of direction, and is nearly stationary

in time, the elastic RTE equations 4.1 and 4.2 lead to diffusive wave transport (Sato et al., 2012). The

conventional diffusion approximation to the elastic RTE describes the spatio-temporal evolution of the

combined energy density E(r, t) = EP (r, t) + ES(r, t). Describing the energies EP and ES independently

of each other is not possible due to the coupling between wave modes (Trégourès and van Tiggelen, 2002).

In the diffusive regime, after enough scattering events, the ratio of the total energy carried by S waves, to

that carried by P waves, is 2(α0/β0)3 in 3-D (Weaver, 1982; Snieder, 2002) and (α0/β0)2 in 2-D (Zhang

et al., 2021). Despite the coupling between wave modes, one can derive expressions for the total energy,

rather than the energy density, carried by the P and S waves. Sato et al. (2012) give expressions for the

evolution of the total energies Y P (t) and Y S(t). To do this, they assume the source is isotropic, that the P

and S specific intensities are almost isotropic, and that the spatial gradient of the P and S energy densities

vanishes at large distances. With some modifications their expressions are also valid for non-isotropic

sources, under the requirement that the spatial gradient of the P and S specific intensities vanishes at large

distances from the source, as we show in subsection 4.9. These expressions show that the rate at which

Y P (t) and Y S(t) vary over time is only a function of the scattering properties of the medium.

4.3.2 Formulation of the Time-Stepping Algorithm

We solve the system of equations 4.1 and 4.2, with the P and S specific intensities subject to the

following initial conditions

IP (r, n̂, t = t0) = IP0 (r, n̂),

IS(r, n̂, t = t0) = IS0 (r, n̂). (4.3)

We carry out the simulation for times less than the propagation time for a P -wave to reach the

boundary. In such case, the boundary values do not affect the simulation, as long as no energy is injected

into the computational domain from the boundary. We decompose the specific intensities into the direct

and scattered components

IP (r, n̂, t) = IPdir(r, n̂, t) + IPscat(r, n̂, t),

IS(r, n̂, t) = ISdir(r, n̂, t) + ISscat(r, n̂, t). (4.4)

Similarly, we decompose the initial conditions in equation 4.3
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IPdir(r, n̂, t = t0) = IP0 (r, n̂); IPscat(r, n̂, t = t0) = 0,

ISdir(r, n̂, t = t0) = IS0 (r, n̂); ISscat(r, n̂, t = t0) = 0, (4.5)

where the subscripts dir and scat denote the direct and scattered parts of the specific intensity, respectively.

This decomposition allows us to reduce numerical errors since the direct component of the specific intensity

can be handled analytically. The direct components of the P and S specific intensities satisfy

∂IPdir(r, n̂, t)

∂t
+ α0n̂ · ∇IPdir(r, n̂, t) = −α0(g0

pp + g0
ps)I

P
dir(r, n̂, t), (4.6)

and

∂ISdir(r, n̂, t)

∂t
+ β0n̂ · ∇ISdir(r, n̂, t) = −β0(g0

ss + g0
sp)I

S
dir(r, n̂, t), (4.7)

respectively. The exact solutions to equations 4.6 and 4.7, for the initial conditions in 4.5, are

IPdir(r, n̂, t) = IPdir(r− α0(t− t0)n̂, n̂, t = t0)e−α0(g0pp+g0ps)(t−t0), (4.8)

and

ISdir(r, n̂, t) = ISdir(r− β0(t− t0)n̂, n̂, t = t0)e−β0(g0ss+g0sp)(t−t0). (4.9)

Inserting the decomposition in equation 4.4 into equations 4.1 and 4.2, with the help of equations 4.6 and

4.7, gives

∂IPscat(r, n̂, t)

∂t
+ α0n̂ · ∇IPscat(r, n̂, t) = −α0(g0

pp + g0
ps)I

P
scat(r, n̂, t)

+ α0

∮
gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′ + β0

∮
gsp(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′,

(4.10)

∂ISscat(r, n̂, t)

∂t
+ β0n̂ · ∇ISscat(r, n̂, t) = −β0(g0

ss + g0
sp)I

S
scat(r, n̂, t)

+ β0

∮
gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′ + α0

∮
gps(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r, n̂′, t)d2n̂′.

(4.11)

Note that in equations 4.10 and 4.11 the integral contributions still contain the total specific intensity for

each of the modes. Using the work of Paasschens (1997) we transform equations 4.10 and 4.11 into the

following integral equations
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IPscat(r, n̂, t) = IPscat(r− α0(t− t0)n̂, n̂, t0)e−(t−t0)α0(g0pp+g0ps)

+

∫ t

t0

∮ [
α0gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r− α0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

+ β0gsp(n̂, n̂
′)IS(r− α0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

]
e−(t−t′)α0(g0pp+g0ps)d2n̂′dt′, (4.12)

ISscat(r, n̂, t) = ISscat(r− β0(t− t0)n̂, n̂, t0)e−(t−t0)β0(g0ss+g0sp)

+

∫ t

t0

∮ [
β0gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r− β0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

+ α0gps(n̂, n̂
′)IP (r− β0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

]
e−(t−t′)β0(g0ss+g0sp)d2n̂′dt′. (4.13)

Paasschens (1997) analytically solve for the specific intensities in the acoustic version of equation 4.12

(i.e., they disregard the terms involving conversion from P to S waves) for a medium with isotropic

scattering and constant scattering properties assuming that the initial condition for the specific intensity is

isotropic. To do this, they decompose the specific intensities into a sum of partial intensities, where each

partial intensity signifies a number of scattering events (i.e., direct propagation, single scattering, double

scattering, and so on). In equations 4.12 and 4.13 we deal with the advection of the specific intensities

exactly at the grid points, and through interpolation at points that lie within the grid points. This

approach allows us to reduce the numerical dispersion, compared to standard numerical techniques. In this

chapter we use equation 4.12 and 4.13 to integrate the specific intensities numerically in time. This

procedure allows us to use non-isotropic initial conditions and non-isotropic scattering radiation patterns.

To develop a time-stepping algorithm which depends only on the current time t, and the previous time

t−∆t, we replace t0 by t−∆t to obtain

IPscat(r, n̂, t) = IPscat(r− α0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tα0(g0pp+g0ps)

+

∫ t

t−∆t

∮ [
α0gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r− α0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

+ β0gsp(n̂, n̂
′)IS(r− α0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

]
e−(t−t′)α0(g0pp+g0ps)d2n̂′dt′, (4.14)

ISscat(r, n̂, t) = ISscat(r− β0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tβ0(g0ss+g0sp)

+

∮ ∫ t

t−∆t

[
β0gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r− β0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

+ α0gps(n̂, n̂
′)IP (r− β0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

]
e−(t−t′)β0(g0ss+g0sp)d2n̂′dt′. (4.15)
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We proceed by applying the discrete ordinate method (Chandrasekhar, 1960), whereby one divides the

angular integral into N equal segments. In two dimensions this method corresponds to setting d2n̂→ dθ

and then setting dθ = 2π/N in the angular integration

IPscat(r, n̂, t) = IPscat(r− α0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tα0(g0pp+g0ps)

+
2π

N

∫ t

t−∆t

∑
n̂′

[
α0gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r− α0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

+ β0gsp(n̂, n̂
′)IS(r− α0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

]
e−(t−t′)α0(g0pp+g0ps)dt′, (4.16)

ISscat(r, n̂, t) = ISscat(r− β0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tβ0(g0ss+g0sp)

+
2π

N

∫ t

t−∆t

∑
n̂′

[
β0gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r− β0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

+ α0gps(n̂, n̂
′)IP (r− β0(t− t′)n̂, n̂′, t′)

]
e−(t−t′)β0(g0ss+g0sp)dt′. (4.17)

We then discretize the remaining time integral using a two-point quadrature rule, with weights not

necessarily equal to 1/2, by which we obtain

IPscat(r, n̂, t) = IPscat(r− α0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tα0(g0pp+g0ps)

+Ap∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
α0gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r− α0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

+ β0gsp(n̂, n̂
′)IS(r− α0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

]
e−∆tα0(g0pp+g0ps)

+Bp∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
α0gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r, n̂′, t)

+ β0gsp(n̂, n̂
′)IS(r, n̂′, t)

]
, (4.18)

ISscat(r, n̂, t) = ISscat(r− β0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tβ0(g0ss+g0sp)

+As∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
β0gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r− β0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

+ α0gps(n̂, n̂
′)IP (r− β0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

]
e−∆tβ0(g0ss+g0sp)

+Bs∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
β0gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r, n̂′, t)

+ α0gps(n̂, n̂
′)IP (r, n̂′, t)

]
. (4.19)

Ap and As denote the lower bound coefficients (corresponding to the intensity at time t−∆t) in the

quadrature rule for the time integral in equations 4.16 and 4.17, respectively. Similarly, Bp and Bs denote
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the upper bound coefficients (corresponding to the intensity at time t) in the quadrature rule. For the

trapezoidal quadrature rule that we use in this paper we set Ap = As = Bp = Bs = 1/2. In subsection 4.10

we show that this quadrature gives a time-steppping scheme that is energy conserving, as long as the time

step ∆t is much smaller than the scattering mean free time of P and S waves. Equations 4.18 and 4.19 give

the following system of equations [
σPP σSP

σPS σSS

] [
~IP

~IS

]
=

[
~WP

~WS

]
. (4.20)

where ~IP , ~IS ∈ RN×1 are the solution vectors for the P and S wave intensities, respectively. The vectors

~WP , ~WS ∈ RN×1 are

~WP (r, n̂, t) = IPscat(r− α0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tα0(g0pp+g0ps)

+Ap∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
α0gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r− α0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

+ β0gsp(n̂, n̂
′)IS(r− α0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

]
e−∆tα0(g0pp+g0ps)

+Bp∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
α0gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IPdir(r, n̂
′, t)

+ β0gsp(n̂, n̂
′)ISdir(r, n̂

′, t)

]
, (4.21)

~WS(r, n̂, t) = ISscat(r− β0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tβ0(g0ss+g0sp)

+As∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
β0gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r− β0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

+ α0gps(n̂, n̂
′)IP (r− β0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

]
e−∆tβ0(g0ss+g0sp)

+Bs∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
β0gss(n̂, n̂

′)ISdir(r, n̂
′, t)

+ α0gps(n̂, n̂
′)IPdir(r, n̂

′, t)

]
, (4.22)

and we define σPP , σSP , σPS , σSS ∈ RN×N as

σPPij = δij − α0Bp
2π

N
∆tgpp(n̂i, n̂j); σ

SP
ij = −β0Bp

2π

N
∆tgsp(n̂i, n̂j)

σPSij = −α0Bs
2π

N
∆tgps(n̂i, n̂j); σ

SS
ij = δij − β0Bs

2π

N
∆tgss(n̂i, n̂j). (4.23)

Directly solving the linear system 5.14 is expensive. For a computational domain of size (Nx, Ny, Nt), one

would need to perform Nx ∗Ny ∗Nt linear solves. To speed up the computation we compute the inverse of
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the matrix

A =

[
σPP σSP

σPS σSS

]
(4.24)

before-hand via LU decomposition with partial pivoting (Chapter 3, Golub and Van Loan, 2013). We

quantify the stability of inverting the matrix A in the linear system 5.14 with the condition number

κ(A) = ||A|| ||A−1||, where || · || is the 2-norm. When the condition number κ(A) = 1, the matrix A is

well-conditioned. We can control this condition number with the value of the time step ∆t. For the

numerical experiments in this chapter we have a condition number κ(A) = 1.03 . We re-write the linear

system 5.14 as [
~IP

~IS

]
=

[
σPP σSP

σPS σSS

]−1 [ ~WP

~WS

]
. (4.25)

Figure 4.1 Polar plots of radiation patterns for an incident wave of mode i propagating along θ = 0, which
scatters to mode j. The red arrow indicates the incident direction, and the green dashed arrow indicates
the direction of increasing scattering angle θ.

For the numerical simulations in the next section, we use the scattering functions gpp, gsp, gps and gss

derived by Zhang et al. (2021) for a 2-D exponential random medium. We use α0 = 6 km/s, β0 = 4 km/s,
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and set the correlation distance a = 0.1 km, and the variance ε2 = 0.0256. We set the P and S

wavenumbers to kp = 2πvs/(λsvp) and ks = 2π/λs, respectively, with λs = 1 km. This choice of parameters

gives a scattering mean free time of τp = 1.36 s and τs = 0.82 s for P and S waves, respectively. We

illustrate the angular dependence of these scattering coefficients in Figure 4.1.

4.4 Numerical Simulations

Figure 4.2 Comparison of E(r, t) = EP (r, t) + ES(r, t) for the pure P source for different distances (shown
above in each panel). We compare our numerical solution against the diffusive approximation to the 2-D
RTE.

In this section we show numerical simulations for a source which releases only P energy, and a

double-couple source which releases both P and S energy. For both simulations we study the local (i.e.,

function of space and time) and global (i.e., function of time) behavior of modal and angular

equipartitioning.

Figure 4.3 Comparison of E(r, t) = EP (r, t) + ES(r, t) for the double couple source.

For both simulations we use a spatial grid ∆x = ∆y = 1000 m, with (x, y) ∈ [−100, 100] km. We use

N = 120 angular directions. We evolve the P and S specific intensities from t = 0 to T = 16 s, with

∆t = 0.1 s.
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Figure 4.4 The ratio Y S(t)/Y P (t) for the P source (orange line) and double couple (blue line) simulation.
The dashed red line shows the asymptotic ratio γ2

0 = (α0/β0)2.

4.4.1 Benchmarking of Algorithm

To benchmark the algorithm we use three different tests. First, we compare our numerical solution of

the sum of the P and S energy densities, E(r, t) = EP (r, t) + ES(r, t), to the diffusive approximation to

the 2-D elastic RTE. As mentioned before, the diffusive approximation describes the spatio-temporal

evolution of the energy density E(r, t), rather than the individual P and S energy densities. Since most

diffusive approximations to the elastic RTE are derived for a 3-D medium, we show in subsection 4.8 a

heuristic 2-D analogous derivation. Second, we compare the global equipartitioning ratio of S to P total

energy of our simulations to the theoretical value (α0/β0)2. This comparison allows us to test the long time

behavior of the numerical simulations. Third, we compare the evolution of the P and S energies, Y P (t)

and Y S(t), of our numerical simulations to analytical expressions. As mentioned before, these expressions

are also valid for non-isotropic sources.We center the explosive source around (x, y) = (0, 0) and set the

initial condition IPdir(r, n̂, t = 0) = e−r
2/2σ2

and ISdir(r, n̂, t = 0) = 0, with σ = 1.55× 103 m and

r2 = x2 + y2. For the double couple source we set IPdir(r, n̂, t = 0) = sin2(2θ)e−r
2/2σ2

/α6
0, and

ISdir(r, n̂, t = 0) = cos2(2θ)e−r
2/2σ2

/β6
0 , with θ ∈ [0, 2π] and σ = 1.55× 103 m. The constants 1/α6

0 and

1/β6
0 correspond to the square of the constants 1/α3

0 and 1/β3
0 appearing in the far-field component of the

displacement field in an infinite homogeneous medium due to a double couple radiation pattern (Chapter 4,

Aki and Richards, 2009). We evolve the P and S scattered specific intensities using equation 4.25. We

compute the direct specific intensities exactly using expressions 4.8 and 4.9.

Figure 4.2 shows a comparison of the explosive source numerical solution against the 2-D diffusive

approximation to RTE for three different distances, (x, y) = (2, 0), (x, y) = (5, 0), and (x, y) = (8, 0) km.
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Figure 4.3 shows the comparison for the double couple source simulation. For all of the panels, in both

Figure 4.2 and Figure 4.3, our numerical solution matches the diffusive approximation for times much

larger than the P and S scattering mean free times (t� τs, τp). As one goes further away from the source

it takes a longer time, relative to points close to the source, for the energy to become diffuse. This explains

why, as we go from the left to the middle to the right panel, the solutions only match at late times. To

Figure 4.5 Comparison of the P and S energies, Y P (t) and Y S(t). The blue and orange solid lines show
the numerical P and S energy, respectively. The green and red dashed lines show the analytical P and S
energy, respectively. The left and right panel show the comparison of the explosive source with a Gaussian
extent and double couple source simulations, respectively.

further test the long time behavior of our algorithm we study the asymptotic behavior of the modal

equipartitioning ratio, which converges to (α0/β0)2 as t→∞. In practice, this ratio is reached for times

much larger than the P and S scattering mean free times (t� τs, τp). Figure 4.4 shows the

equipartitioning ratio Y S(t)/Y P (t) for both the explosive and double couple source simulations. For times

much larger than the P and S scattering times, the numerical ratio converges to the theoretical ratio. This

convergence implies a stable long-time behavior of the simulations. For the double couple simulation, the

numerical ratio converges to the theoretical ratio slightly faster than for the explosive source simulation.

This is because at time t = 0 both wave modes carry energy, which speeds up the equilibration of energy.

In addition to studying the long time behavior of the energy propagation, we analyze the global

distribution of the P and S energies over the whole simulation range t ∈ [0, T ]. Figure 4.5 shows a

comparison of the numerical and analytical evolution of the P and S energies for both the explosive (left

panel) and double couple source (right panel) simulation. Overall, our simulation is able to predict the

analytical values in the whole simulation range, indicating that the algorithm is accurate. At late times,

the numerical solution slightly deviates from analytical values. The accuracy of the solution may be

improved by decreasing the value of ∆t.
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Figure 4.6 Snapshots of the local energy ratio ES(r, t)/EP (r, t) for the pure P source. This ratio reaches
an equilibrium value of 2.34 within the expanding circle in yellow.

Figure 4.7 Snapshots of the local energy ratio ES(r, t)/EP (r, t) for the double couple simulation. As in
Figure 4.6, the local ratio reaches an equilibrium value of 2.34 within the expanding yellow circle.
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4.5 Local Behavior of Modal Equipartitioning

In 2-D, limt→∞ Y S(t)/Y P (t) = (α0/β0)2, regardless of the source properties (Sato et al., 2012). This

ratio is controlled by the repeated conversion between P and S waves, as the energy that is carried by each

of the wave modes equilibrates over time. This is shown by the late time behavior of Y P (t) and Y S(t) in

Figure 4.5. Locally, it also follows that limt→∞ES(r, t)/EP (r, t) = (α0/β0)2 (Sato et al., 2012). Generally

speaking, it takes a longer time to reach this local ratio than to reach the global energy ratio. This is

because for the local ratio to converge to a constant, regardless of spatial position, the distribution of the

energy density must be homogeneous, over space and angular direction, so that the net density flux is zero

(i.e., equipartitioned state).

In this section we investigate numerically the spatio-temporal dependence of the local ratio. Figure 4.6

and Figure 4.7 show snapshots of the local ratio of the explosive and double couple source simulations,

respectively, for simulation times t = (4, 8, 12, 16) s. These figures show an inner ring corresponding to S

energy propagation and an outer ring corresponding to P energy propagation. In both simulations the

local ratio approaches a numerical value of 2.34 at t = 16 s within the expanding yellow circle centered

around the peak of the Gaussian. As energy propagates outwards, it scatters and starts to equilibrate over

the 2 available wave modes. Figure 4.6 shows that the area where the local ratio starts to converge towards

(α0/β0)2 = 2.34 increases over time as the number of scattering events increase. However, the rate at

which the local ratio converges to the theoretical value is a function of location, depending on the extent of

scattering and on mode conversions. Figure 4.7 shows a local behavior for the modal ratio for the double

couple source that is similar to that of the one in Figure 4.6 for the pure P -source. Even though globally

the mode equilibration occurs more quickly for the double couple source than for the explosive source (see

Figure 4.4), locally that is not the case. After t > 8 s there is little difference in the local behavior of the

modal equipartitioning between the two numerical simulations. The last panel in Figure 4.6 and Figure 4.7

show that even though at very late times (t = 16 s) the global equipartitioning ratio is reached (see

Figure 4.4), the local ratio is not yet reached for all locations behind the ballistic wave (i.e., only the

locations within the exapnding yellow circle show a local ratio which approaches the global ratio). Only in

locations where the energy density is homogenized with enough scattering events, does the local ratio

approach the theoretical value. The last panel of Figure 4.6 and Figure 4.7 show that at locations close to

the source (inner yellow ring), the local ratio approaches the theoretical value faster than for locations far

from the source. For times much larger than for which we evolve the intensities, the local ratio eventually

reaches (α0/β0)2, but it takes significantly longer than for the global ratio to reach the asymptotic value.

For such propagation times, when the local ratio stabilizes, the energy distribution enters a locally
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equipartitioned state for the energy distribution between P and S modes.

Figure 4.8 Cross sections of the angular equipartitioning ratio δ, for the pure P source simulation, at y = 0
and x ∈ [−100, 100] km. The green and black arrow point to two peaks that arise in δS due to mode
conversion.

4.5.1 Angular Equipartitioning

For elastic waves, one usually considers the equipartitioning between wave modes, as energy equilibrates

due to mode conversion (see Figure 4.4, Figure 4.6 and Figure 4.7). In addition to modal equilibration,

angular equilibration occurs as the energy density homogenizes.

Here, we numerically study the angular equipartitioning of the elastic energy as the number of

scattering events increase. To quantify the degree of angular equipartitioning we use the equipartitioning

index, introduced in Chapter 3,

δP,S(r, t) =
σP,S(r, t)√
NµP,S(r, t)

, (4.26)

where the subscript indicates P or S waves. In this expression σP,S(r, t) is the standard deviation of the P

or S specific intensities along the angular directions defined with a division by N − 1, as

σ2
P,S(r, t) = 1

N−1

∑N
i=1(IP,S(r, t, n̂i)− µP,S(r, t))2, while µP,S(r, t) = 1

N

∑N
i=1 IP,S(r, t, n̂i) is the mean of

the specific intensities along the angular direction, and N is the number of angular directions. The

quantity δP,S provides a measure of the variation of the P or S specific intensities along the angular
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Figure 4.9 Same as Figure 4.8, but for a double couple.

directions as a function of space and time. We compute the standard deviation and the mean of the

specific intensities along the N propagation directions for a fixed point in space and time. The constant

1/
√
N is included in equation 4.26 so that 0 ≤ δP,S ≤ 1. Consider an uni-directional intensity field

Ii = I0δi,1, where I0 is the intensity along the only non-zero direction and δi,j is the Kronecher delta. The

mean for this intensity field is µ = I0/N . The standard deviation for the same intensity field is

σ = I0/
√
N , which gives σ/µ =

√
N . Hence, δ = 1 for the most extreme case where all energy propagates

in one direction. Thus, δP,S = 0 when the intensity field (P, S) is fully equipartitioned in the angular sense

(i.e., same specific intensity along all directions) and δP,S = 1 when the intensity field is unidirectional (i.e.,

all of the specific intensities but one are equal to zero).

Figure 4.8 and Figure 4.9 show horizontal cross sections of the angular equipartitioning ratio δP,S at

y = 0, of the explosive and double couple source simulations, respectively, for times t = (2, 4, 6, 8) s. In the

first simulation we release an explosive source with Gaussian spatial extent. Within this Gaussian we

release the energy equally along all directions. Because of the nonzero gradient of the intensity field, part

of the intensity propagates away from the initial Gaussian with a preferred propagation direction. As time

progresses, this preferential propagation of the P wave becomes more evident, as the increase in the value

of the peaks of δP in Figure 4.8 shows. This figure shows that δP takes the highest value at the location of
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the ballistic wave. This value is significantly lower than one because of the spatial extent of the source (i.e.,

there is a preferrential direction but there is energy propagating in other directions). The value of δP

decreases as one moves closer to the original source location centered at x = 0, where more scattering events

have occurred relative to locations closer to the ballistic arrival. Some of this behavior also occurs with δS .

However, at times t = 4 s and t = 6 s there are two characteristic peaks in the equipartitioning index for

δS . The peak that is closer to the source (black arrow) corresponds to P energy within the initial Gaussian

that over time converts to S energy. The peak that is further from the source (green arrow) corresponds to

S energy at time t that propagates for most of the simulation (up to the current time t) as P energy. This

peak has a travel time that is close to that of the ballistic P energy, and corresponds to single P → S

scattering directly behind the ballistic P wave. Because of this scattering so close to the ballistic wave, the

S energy still has some preferred directionality and produces a maximum in δS . Overall, the behavior of

δP,S for the double couple simulation is similar to the one for the explosive simulation, with the exception

of two differences. The first difference is that the highest value δP is slightly smaller than for the explosive

source simulation. This is because this peak corresponds, not to P ballistic energy, but to P → P energy

conversion early in the simulation. The second difference is that the values of δS are larger than for the

first simulation. This is because for the explosive source, all S-energy is caused by scattering (i.e., the

source only releases P -energy). This means that for the explosive source, the S-waves are excited over a

range of propagation directions as a consequence of mode conversion (see the radiation pattern for P → S

scattering in Figure 4.1). For the double couple source there is a ballistic S-wave (unlike for the explosive

source), which propagates at every point away from the source, and it is thus directional (higher δS).

4.6 Discussion

We developed a time-stepping algorithm for solving the elastic RTE in expressions 4.1 and 4.2. Our

approach is based on first splitting the total intensity into the direct and scattered contributions, and then

re-writing the RTE for the scattered intensities as integral equations. With these integral equations we

evolve the specific P and S specific intensities over time, under the assumption that the time-step

∆t� τp, τs so that we can capture the scattering of P and S waves. Here, we disregard the boundary

conditions, under the assumption that for times less than the propagation time for a P -wave to reach the

boundary, the boundary conditions do not influence the solution.

Contrary to many numerical developments, we resolve the angular distribution of both P and S

energies. In our algorithm we discretize the angular integral and then handle the advection of P and S

energy analytically at grid points and through interpolation within the numerical grid. This approach

allows us to reduce dispersion errors as compared to standard numerical techniques such as finite
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differences or discontinuous Galerkin finite element methods. This numerical dispersion may cause negative

intensities which are non-physical. To test the algorithm, we solve the RTE for both an explosive and a

double couple source. We first benchmark our results against the diffusive approximation. After many

scattering events this approximation is valid for any initial condition. Figure 4.2 and Figure 4.3 show that,

at late times, our solutions match the diffusive approximation. The double couple source simulation takes

longer to reach a diffusive state, compared to the explosive source simulation, because of the radiation

pattern of the double couple. Since the double couple does not release energy in all possible directions, it

takes a longer time, compared to the pure P source, to redistribute the energy in all propagation

directions. We test that the ratio between total S-wave energy to total P -wave energy converges to the

global theoretical ratio (α0/β0)2 = 2.25 for the given choice of wave speeds. Figure 4.4 shows that our

simulations do indeed converge to the theoretical ratio, with the double couple simulation reaching it faster

since at t = 0 the energy is already distributed among the two available wave modes. We also compare our

numerical simulations to analytical expressions for the total energies Y P (t) and Y S(t) to validate the

energy evolution throughout the simulation range. Figure 4.5 shows this comparison. Overall, our

numerical results for the global equipartitioning ratio, the diffusive approximation, and the total energy as

a function of time, match the known analytical expressions given by γ2
0 , equation 4.30 and equation 4.31,

respectively. There is a small mismatch in the total energy at late times (Figure 4.5), which we can reduce

by decreasing the value of ∆t. We studied the local behavior of the energy equilibration between wave

modes. Figure 4.6 and Figure 4.7 show that it takes significantly longer for the local equipartitioning to

converge to the theoretical ratio, compared to the global ratio. As explained above, this is because for the

local ratio to be established, the intensity field must be locally equipartitioned.

In addition to modal equipartitioning, we study angular equipartitioning. We use the equipartitioning

index to study the angular randomization of the intensity fields. We find that, in general, the level of

equipartitioning of an intensity field is a function of space and time. Figure 4.8 and Figure 4.9 show that

the ballistic arrival has the highest equipartitioning index and that the trailing scattered energy becomes

equipartitioned over time but not at the same rate throughout the computational domain. If we define tb

as the arrival time of the ballistic wave, one can approximate the number of scattering events as

n ≈ (t− tb)/τav, where τav corresponds to a weighted average between the P (τp) and S (τs) scattering

mean free times. For a given propagation time t, the larger tb is (greater distance), the smaller n is. The

algorithm that we introduce, together with our numerical simulations, allow us to study the propagation of

P and S waves, and to investigate the local evolution of both modal and angular equipartitioning.

Our observations about the spatial and temporal dependence of equipartitioning have implications for

the retrieval of Green’s functions in seismic interferometry. The principle of equipartition is regarded as a
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necessary, but not sufficient (Snieder et al., 2010), condition to retrieve Green’s functions. Because the

degree of equipartitioning varies locally, depending on the extent of scattering, this implies that the

accuracy with which one retrieves the Green’s functions is also a function of space and time (Weaver, 2010).
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4.8 2-D Diffusive Approximation

For a 3-D infinite medium, assuming there is no intrinsic attenuation, the diffusion approximation to

the elastic RTE reads (Sato et al., 2012)

E3d(r, t) =
WP +WS

(4πD∗3dt)
3/2

H(t)e
− r2

4D∗
3d

t , (4.27)

where D∗3d is the effective diffusion coefficient in 3-D, and WP and WS denote the P and S energy at

t = 0, respectively. The diffusion coefficient is

D∗3d =
1

3(1 + 2γ3
0)

(
α0

gPe
+ 2γ3

0

β0

gSe

)
, (4.28)

where γ0 = α0/β0 is the ratio of mean P wave speed to mean S wave speed. gPe and gSe are the P and S

effective scattering coefficients. To obtain the diffusive approximation in 2-D we write the diffusion

coefficient as

D∗2d =
1

2(1 + γ2
0)

(
α0

gPe
+ γ2

0

β0

gSe

)
, (4.29)

where we replaced the 3-D equipartitioning ratio 2γ3
0 by its 2-D counterpart γ2

0 . We also replaced the

factor 3 in the denominator of expression 4.28 by a factor 2, and replaced the exponent 3/2 in the

denominator of equation 4.27 by the exponent 2/2, to account for the change from 3-D to 2-D (Snieder and

van Wijk, 2015). The diffusive approximation in 2-D reads

E2d(r, t) =
WP +WS

(4πD∗2dt)
H(t)e

− r2

4D∗
2d

t . (4.30)

4.9 Expressions for Y P (t) and Y S(t)

Sato et al. (2012) derive the following expressions for the total P and S energies in 3-D
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Y P (t) =
(gPS0 α0W

P − gSP0 β0W
S)e−g

PS
0 α0t−gSP

0 β0t + gSP0 β0(WP +WS)

gPS0 α0 + gSP0 β0
,

Y S(t) =
(−gPS0 α0W

P + gSP0 β0W
S)e−g

PS
0 α0t−gSP

0 β0t + gPS0 α0(WP +WS)

gPS0 α0 + gSP0 β0
. (4.31)

To derive these expressions, Sato et al. (2012) make three assumptions. First, they assume that the source

releases P energy as WP δ(r)δ(t) and S energy as WSδ(r)δ(t), where WP and WS are constants. Second,

they assume that the angular dependence of the P and S specific intensities is small and almost isotropic.

Third, they assume that the spatial gradient of both the P and S energy density vanishes at large

distances from the source. If we define WP =
∫ ∮

IP0 (r, θ)dxdy and WS =
∫ ∮

IS0 (r, θ)dθdxdy, and then

assume that the gradient of both the P and S specific intensities vanishes at large distances from the

source (without assuming that the P and S specific intensities are almost isotropic), the expressions in 4.31

remain valid. Expression 4.31 is valid in 2- and 3-D, with the scatteriing coefficients having a different

definition depending on the dimension.

4.10 Conservation of energy

The choice of the parameters Ap,s and Bp,s in the linear system 5.14 determine the accuracy of the time

stepping algorithm. To choose the values of Ap,s and Bp,s we impose energy conservation, so that the

numerical algorithm conserves the energy as much as possible. We begin by re-defining expression 4.25 as[
~IP

~IS

]
=

[
ηPP ηSP

ηPS ηSS

] [
~WP

~WS

]
. (4.32)

We then write equation 4.32 as the following two equations

IP (r, n̂j , t) =

N∑
i=1

ηPPji WP (r, n̂i, t) +

N∑
i=1

ηSPji W
S(r, n̂i, t) (4.33)

IS(r, n̂j , t) =

N∑
i=1

ηPSji W
P (r, n̂i, t) +

N∑
i=1

ηSSji W
S(r, n̂i, t). (4.34)

Adding equations 4.33 and 4.34 gives

I(r, n̂j , t) =

N∑
i=1

(ηPPji + ηPSji )WP (r, n̂i, t) +

N∑
i=1

(ηSPji + ηSSji )WS(r, n̂i, t). (4.35)

Summing both sides of equation 4.35 from j = 1 to N , and multiplying by 2π/N gives

I(r, t) =
2π

N

N∑
j=1

(ηPPji + ηPSji )

N∑
i=1

WP (r, n̂i, t) +
2π

N

N∑
j=1

(ηSPji + ηSSji )

N∑
i=1

WS(r, n̂i, t), (4.36)
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where we assumed that the terms
∑N
j=1 η

PP
ji ,

∑N
j=1 η

PS
ji ,

∑N
j=1 η

SP
ji ,

∑N
j=1 η

SS
ji are independent of i, for

sufficiently small ∆t. To show that this assumption is valid consider the block matrix A in the linear

system 5.14 and its corresponding inverse A−1. As before, we write A = I +K. Then, we apply the matrix

expansion (I −K)−1 ≈ I +K, which is valid for ||K|| � 1. With this expansion the elements of A−1 are

ηPPij = δij + α0Bp
2π

N
∆tgpp(n̂i, n̂j); η

SP
ij = β0Bp

2π

N
∆tgsp(n̂i, n̂j)

ηPSij = α0Bs
2π

N
∆tgps(n̂i, n̂j); η

SS
ij = δij + β0Bs

2π

N
∆tgss(n̂i, n̂j), (4.37)

which gives
∑N
j=1(ηPPji + ηPSji ) = 1 + α0Bp∆tg

0
pp + α0Bs∆tg

0
ps and∑N

j=1(ηSPji + ηSSji ) = 1 + β0Bp∆tg
0
sp + β0Bs∆tg

0
ss, justifying our assumption that the terms∑N

j=1 η
PP
ji ,

∑N
j=1 η

PS
ji ,

∑N
j=1 η

SP
ji ,

∑N
j=1 η

SS
ji are independent of i, for sufficiently small ∆t. We re-write the

definitions for WP and WS from equations 4.38 and 4.39 to include both the direct and scattered energy as

~WP
tot(r, n̂, t) = IP (r− α0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tα0(g0pp+g0ps)

+Ap∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
α0gpp(n̂, n̂

′)IP (r− α0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

+ β0gsp(n̂, n̂
′)IS(r− α0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

]
e−∆tα0(g0pp+g0ps), (4.38)

~WS
tot(r, n̂, t) = IS(r− β0∆tn̂, n̂, t−∆t)e−∆tβ0(g0ss+g0sp)

+As∆t
2π

N

∑
n̂′

[
β0gss(n̂, n̂

′)IS(r− β0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

+ α0gps(n̂, n̂
′)IP (r− β0∆tn̂, n̂′, t−∆t)

]
e−∆tβ0(g0ss+g0sp), (4.39)

We Taylor-expand the specific intensities in equation 4.36 to first order around (x, y, t−∆t), and integrate

over space to obtain, with the help of the vanishing boundary conditions, the following system of equations[
ηP0 (Bp, Bs)α0∆tg0

ppe
−∆t/τp ηS0 (Bp, Bs)α0∆tg0

pse
−∆t/τs

ηP0 (Bp, Bs)β0∆tg0
spe
−∆t/τp ηS0 (Bp, Bs)β0∆tg0

sse
−∆t/τs

] [
Ap
As

]
=

[
1− ηP0 e−∆t/τp

1− ηS0 e−∆t/τs

]
, (4.40)

where ηP0 (Bp, Bs) =
∑N
j=1(ηPPji (Bp, Bs) + ηPSji (Bp, Bs)), η

S
0 (Bp, Bs) =

∑N
j=1(ηSPji + ηSSji ), τp =

1/(α0(g0
pp + g0

ps)), τs = 1/(β0(g0
sp + g0

ss)). Notice that the matrix in expression 4.40 is a function of Bp and

Bs. Using Ap +Bp = 1 and As +Bs = 1, the solution vector in equation 4.40 is [Ap, As] = [1/2, 1/2]; hence

we obtain [Bp, Bs] = [Ap, As] = [1/2, 1/2], which corresponds to the trapezoidal rule.
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CHAPTER 5

APPLICATION OF PHYSICS INFORMED NEURAL NETWORKS TO THE 1-D RADIATIVE

TRANSFER EQUATIONS

To be submitted to the European Journal of Physics.

Manuel Jaimes-Caballero9, Roel Snieder10, and Samy Wu Fung11.

5.1 Abstract

We solve the 1-D radiative transfer equations, subject to initial and boundary conditions, using physics

informed neural networks, a deep learning technique. This technique is based on training a neural network

to approximate the mapping between input (i.e., position, time, and direction of propagation in this

chapter) and output (i.e., solution to the 1-D radiative transfer equations in this chapter). We consider

three numerical examples of increasing complexity, and test two different physics informed neural network

approaches: a soft-constraints, and a mixed-constraints approach. In the first approach, the penalty

function that we use to train the neural network is the weighted sum of the radiative transfer equation,

initial condition, and boundary condition losses. In the second approach, we incorporate the initial

condition exactly within the neural network architecture, and construct a penalty function which is the

weighted sum of the radiative transfer equation and boundary condition losses. We find the second

approach to work better than the first, because we satisfy the initial condition exactly, and we only need to

include a regularization term for the boundary condition. The solutions that we obtain using the

mixed-constraints approach resemble the reference analytical/numerical solutions, with an error of less

than 2% for the most complicated numerical example. The mixed-constraints approach appears to be a

promising tool to model the radiative transfer equations in complicated numerical settings.

5.2 Introduction

Machine Learning (ML), a subset of Artifical Intelligence (AI), has revolutionized many research fields

in the last two decades. Some common applications of ML include speech and pattern recognition (Nassif

et al., 2019; Paolanti and Frontoni, 2020), natural language processing (Otter et al., 2021), autonomous

vehicles (Aradi, 2022), facial recognition (Zong and Huang, 2011), robotics (Alsamhi et al., 2020), finance

trading (Chen et al., 2020), smart assistants (Polyakov et al., 2018), and protein folding (Jo et al., 2015).

9Graduate student, primary researcher, and author at Department of Geophysics, Colorado School of Mines.
10Supervisor at Department of Geophysics, Colorado School of Mines.
11Assistant Professor at Department of Applied Math and Statistics, Colorado School of Mines.
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With ML one aims to learn the relationship between input and output data pairs. Artificial Neural

Networks (ANNs), which were inspired by biological neural networks (Mishra and Srivastava, 2014), are

particularly useful to discover such mappings. ANNs consist of a collection of nodes, denoted neurons,

connected via a series of layers. ANNs can approximate any continuous function due to the Universal

Approximation theorem (Baker and Patil, 1998), and are therefore fundamental in ML techniques. To

inform ANNs about the desired mapping one constructs a penalty function which quantifies the difference

between the current and desired output. One then updates (i.e., the training algorithm) the ANNs until

the penalty function is below some threshold, and the mapping is adequately approximated.

In addition to the areas mentioned above, ML techniques have found use in the physical sciences. One

application that has become important is the use of ML techniques to describe complicated physical

systems. While there are many ways to describe such systems (e.g., pattern recognition, forward modeling

and imaging algorithms), we limit our discussion to the use of ML techniques in forward modeling (e.g.,

solving an ordinary or partial differential equation). Generally speaking, there are three types of ML

techniques that are used for forward modeling; (1) data-driven, (2) physics-driven (Raissi et al., 2019), and

(3) mixed techniques. In the data-driven approach, one penalizes the output of the neural network with

data that are, either simulated through standard numerical methods (e.g., finite difference, finite volume,

finite element, Monte Carlo based techniques), or collected in an experimental setting (e.g., fluid flow in a

pipe). There are two major disadvantages to this approach. First, the numerical errors present in the

training data are propagated to the neural network predictions. Second, the computation and/or collection

of the training data may be expensive and only justified if one repeatedly uses the neural network output.

Of the physics-driven approaches, we limit our discussion to Physics Informed Neural Networks (PINNs).

The main idea behind PINNs is to train the neural network such that its output satisfies a given physical

law (Raissi et al., 2019), rather than matching simulated/collected data as it is the case in the data-driven

approach. The PINNs approach is advantageous because no training data is needed, and the neural

network is trained to satisfy the given physical law as closely as possible.

In this chapter we use PINNs to solve the 1-D Radiative Transfer Equations (RTE). The RTE are a

coupled system of integro-differential equations that describe the spatio-temporal-angular evolution of the

wave intensity in a scattering medium. To solve for the wave intensity one must know the scattering mean

free path l, the angular dependence of scattering, and the speed of energy propagation v. We only address

the 1-D version of the RTE because the application of PINNs to 2-D and 3-D is not yet computationally

feasible due to angular coupling (Mishra and Molinaro, 2021). In 1-D the RTE are a coupled system of two

partial differential equations describing the propagation of right and left-going energy in a scattering

medium.
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We focus on the RTE since it has been employed in several scientific fields, including astrophysics

(Steinacker et al., 2002; Narayanan et al., 2021; Wolf, 2003); atmospheric sciences (Evans and Stephens,

1995; Aumann et al., 2018; Manners et al., 2009); optics (Klose et al., 2002; Abdoulaev, 2003; Ren et al.,

2004; Yodh and Chance, 1995); acoustics (Quijano and Zurk, 2009; Ostashev et al., 2017; Reboul et al.,

2005); and geophysics (Prata, 1989; Francis et al., 2012; Lee et al., 2014; Hofmeister, 2005; Margerin et al.,

2016; Duran et al., 2020; Dinther et al., 2021; Obermann et al., 2016). Despite their usefulness in

describing energy transport, the RTE are complicated and numerically demanding due to their dependence

on not only space and time, but also on the directions of wave propagation. In 1-D the RTE solution

depends on 3 variables (time, space, and direction of propagation), in 2-D the solution depends on four

variables (time, two space variables, and direction of propagation), and in 3-D it depends on six variables

(time, three space variables, and two angular propagation directions).

Numerical techniques used to solve the RTE include the discontinuous Galerkin method (Clarke et al.,

2019; Han et al., 2010), Markov chain Monte Carlo techniques (Iwabuchi, 2006; Xu et al., 2011; Camps and

Baes, 2018; Noebauer and Sim, 2019; Przybilla and Korn, 2008; Yoshimoto, 2000), finite difference

techniques (Klose and Hielscher, 1999), and wave equation modeling whereby one exploits the connection

between the acoustic wave equation and the scalar RTE (Przybilla et al., 2006; Kanu and Snieder, 2015;

Snieder et al., 2019; Duran et al., 2020). In addition to these numerical techniques, there have been

analytical approximations to RTE such as assuming diffusive wave propagation which is only valid at times

much larger than the transport mean free time (Rossetto et al., 2011; Planès et al., 2014), assuming a

point-like, isotropic, impulsive source of intensity in a statistically homogeneous medium (Margerin et al.,

2016), expanding the intensity and scattering function into a finite sum of Legendre polynomial and then

solving a finite system of equations for the unknown coefficients appearing in the truncated expansion

(Roberge, 1983), decomposing the specific intensities into a sum of partial intensities and then solving the

RTE for each partial intensity by assuming that scattering is angle-independent and that the source is

isotropic (Paasschens, 1997), assuming a steady-state intensity field (Fan et al., 2019; Le Hardy et al.,

2016), or assuming azimuthal symmetry (Baes and Dejonghe, 2001; de Abreu, 2004).

Because of the theoretical and numerical attention that the RTE have received, we investigate the

capability of PINNs for the forward modeling of the RTE in 1-D. The structure of this chapter is as

follows: In section 5.3, we describe neural networks. In section 5.4, we describe the 1-D RTE, how we can

use neural networks to solve these equations, the training algorithm, as well as soft and hard-constraints

approaches of PINNs. The soft-constraints approach assesses the mismatch of the initial and boundary

condition through a penalty function; whereas the hard-constraints approach incorporates the initial and

boundary condition within the neural network architecture, thereby satisfying the initial and boundary
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condition exactly. Since satisfying both the initial and boundary condition exactly is complicated, we show

a mixed-constraints approach where the initial condition is handled exactly, and the boundary condition

mismatch is incorporated in the penalty function.

In section 5.5 we show three numerical experiments where we solve the 1-D RTE. For the numerical

experiment in section 5.5.1 there is a reference analytical solution. For the numerical experiments in

sections 5.5.2 and 5.5.3, we define the reference solution to be the numerical solution computed with the

time-stepping algorithm developed by Jaimes and Snieder (2023). For all of the experiments we compare

the solution obtained with the soft- and mixed-constraints PINNs approach to the reference solution. In

section 5.6 we discuss the capability of the PINNs algorithm, and future research directions. In section 5.8

we provide an overview of the reference solution.

5.3 Description of Neural Networks

ANNs, as described before, consist of a collection of neurons or nodes, connected through a series of

layers. While there are many types of neural networks, in this chapter we focus on sequential or

forward-feed neural networks. The term forward-feed neural network refers to the architecture in which the

connections in the network are only made in the forward direction, starting with the input layer, traversing

through interconnected layers of neurons, and finalizing with an output layer, which typically corresponds

to the desired output. Figure 5.1 shows a representation of this type of network.

Figure 5.1 Representation of fully connected layer. The input layer contains the nodes (y
(0)
1 , y

(0)
2 , y

(0)
3 ). The

term y
(j)
n , with j ∈ {1, 2, 3} and n ∈ {1, . . . , 256}, represents the nth neuron at the jth hidden layer.
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The input nodes (y
(0)
1 , y

(0)
2 , y

(0)
3 ), or more generally (y1

(0),y2
(0),y3

(0)), are denoted as the features. One

can think of these features as the number of variables in a given partial differential equation. In this section

we define the input vector as y = (y1
(0),y2

(0),y3
(0)). The forward-feed neural network transforms the

vector y, through layers of neurons denoted as hidden layers, into an output denoted by N . In the context

of the 1-D RTE, the input vector is y = [x, θ, t]. The entries of the vectors x and t are the spatial and

temporal coordinates, respectively, on which we evaluate the neural network, and consist of discrete points

in a space-time computational domain. In section 5.4.2 we provide specific details about how we choose

these points. The entries of the vector θ are assigned a single value of either 0 (for a right-going wave) or π

(for a left-going wave). In this chapter, we assume that the velocity and scattering models are fixed. The

output N corresponds to the approximate solution to the 1-D RTE, the intensity of the waves at (x, θ, t).

The term y
(j)
n represent the nth node at the jth layer. Since j = 1 corresponds to the first hidden layer,

the term y
(0)
n corresponds to the n node of the input layer. For y

(j)
n , the nth node in layer j, one can

recursively define the output at the node yj+1
n as

y(j+1)
n = σj

( Nj∑
m=1

W (j)
m y(j)

m + bjn

)
, (5.1)

where Nj is the number of nodes in layer j, W
(j)
m is the weight of the connection between nodes y

(j)
m and

y
(j+1)
n , bjn is the bias at node yjn, and σj is the activation function at layer j. With expression 5.1 we

propagate the input data through the neural network. The weights and biases are referred to as the tunable

weights, ω. Here, ω contains all the weights and biases of the neural network as a whole. To achieve the

desired output one strategically modifies ω until the value of the penalty function achieves some threshold

(i.e., an optimization problem). In the context of PINNs, this tuning corresponds to finding optimal ω so

that the output of the neural network satisfies the physical law of interest, given some constraints (e.g.,

initial and boundary conditions). These constraints can be either analytical (e.g., some given function that

describes initial and boundary conditions) or numerical (e.g., data recorded at the boundary of a scattering

medium). The term σj denotes an element-wise non-linear activation function at layer j (Goodfellow et al.,

2016). Typical activation functions include the hyperbolic tangent function, the sigmoid function and the

rectified linear unit (ReLU) function (Apicella et al., 2021). In this chapter we use the hyperbolic tangent

function in all numerical examples. Different activation functions may be needed depending on the problem

that one wants to solve. The non-linear activation function helps the neural network solve complex tasks.

5.4 The Deep Learning Approach to RTE

The RTE are a system of coupled integro-differential equations which describe the distribution of

energy in a scattering medium as a function of space, time, and direction of wave propagation n̂
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(Chandrasekhar, 1960; Turner and Weaver, 1994; Ryzhik et al., 1996). For late times, the waves scatter

many times, and as a result, the wave propagation is almost independent of direction. Thus, the equation

of radiative transfer leads to diffusive energy transport (van Rossum and Nieuwenhuizen, 1999). The RTE

accurately describe energy transport at both early and late times, as well as the transition from ballistic

wave propagation to weak scattering to strong multiple scattering (Paasschens, 1997). For a thorough

description of the radiative transfer (transport) equations we refer the reader to Ryzhik et al. (1996).

Assuming a uniform speed of transport, and ignoring intrinsic attenuation, the 1-D radiative transfer

equation for an intensity field reads (Chandrasekhar, 1960)

∂I(x, θ, t)

∂t
+ v cos θ

∂I(x, θ, t)

∂x︸ ︷︷ ︸
ADVECTION

= − 1

τs
I(x, θ, t)︸ ︷︷ ︸
LOSS

+
1

τs

[
FI(x, θ, t) +BI(x, θ + π, t)

]
︸ ︷︷ ︸

GAIN

, (5.2)

where θ = 0 for right propagating waves or θ = π for left propagating waves. F and B refer to the forward

and backward scattering coefficients, respectively. For a right-propagating wave, the term F quantifies the

amount of energy that continues propagating towards the right, and B the amount of energy that scatters

back and begins to propagate towards the left direction. Energy conservation implies that F +B = 1.

In equation 5.2 the variable I(x, θ, t) is the intensity of waves at location x and time t propagating

towards the left (θ = π) and towards the right (θ = 0). In the literature of radiative transfer the variable

I(x, θ, t) is referred to as the specific intensity (Chandrasekhar, 1960). The advection of the energy,

propagating with a wave velocity v, is described by the term ∂I(x, θ, t)/∂t+ v cos θ∂I(x, θ, t)/∂x. The

parameter τs is the scattering mean free time, which describes the time scale at which scattering occurs.

The term −I(x, θ, t)/τs accounts for the energy that is lost due to back reflection. The term

(FI(x, θ, t) +BI(x, θ + π, t))/τs describes the gain due to energy scattered from the forward and backward

directions. Equation 5.2 can be understood as a system of two coupled advection partial differential

equations with a damping term −I(x, θ, t)/τs, and a source term (FI(x, θ, t) +BI(x, θ + π, t))/τs. The

similarity between the RTE and the damped advection equation is of importance to understand the

meaning of the analytical solution in the first numerical example, which we demonstrate in section 5.5.1,

and also to understand the spatio-temporal evolution of the right- and left-going wave intensities. Note

that for the initial condition u(x, t = 0) = u0(x), the solution to the 1-D damped advection equation

∂tu(x, t) + v∂xu(x, t) + qu(x, t) = 0, is u(x, t) = u0(x− vt)e−qt.

5.4.1 Formulation of the Deep Learning Algorithm

Our goal is to solve the 1-D RTE, subject to the initial condition I0(x, θ), at an initial time t = 0, with

boundary condition f(x, θ, t) for t > 0
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∂tI(x, θ, t) + v cos θ∂xI(x, θ, t) = −I(x, θ, t)/τs +

[
FI(x, θ, t) +BI(x, θ + π, t)

]
/τs,

I(x, θ, t = 0) = I0(x, θ),

I(x = xlb, θ, t) = f(xlb, θ, t), I(x = xrb , θ, t) = f(xrb , θ, t), (x, t) ∈ [xlb, x
r
b ]× (0, T ]. (5.3)

where xrb and xlb denote the right and left boundary locations, respectively. The two equalities, in the last

line of system 5.3, are the left and right boundary conditions, respectively. When the boundary points

(xrb , x
l
b)→ (−∞,∞), and the velocity and scattering properties are constant, equation 5.3 has an analytical

solution. If one defines the initial condition by a general directional point source

[I0(x, θ = 0), I0(x, θ = π)] = δ(x)δ(t)[1 + c, 1− c], with c a parameter that controls the directionality of the

source (i.e., c = 0 for isotropic, c = 1 for a right-propagating wave, and c = −1 for a left-propagating wave),

then the Green’s function for the total intensity is given by Haney et al. (2005) as

It(x, t) = exp

(
− Bvt

ls

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

DAMPING

[
(1− c)δ(vt+ x) + (1 + c)δ(vt− x)︸ ︷︷ ︸

ADVECTION

+
B

ls
H(vt− |x|)

[
I0

(
B
√
v2t2 − x2

ls

)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

SCATTERING

+
vt+ cx√
v2t2 − x2

I1

(
B
√
v2t2 − x2

ls

)]
︸ ︷︷ ︸

SCATTERING

]
, (5.4)

where I0 and I1 are the modified Bessel functions of the zeroth and first orders, respectively. H is the

Heaviside step function, and ls is the scattering mean free length, defined as ls = vτs. Solution 5.4 can be

understood as an extension of the solution to the 1-D damped advection equation. The δ terms describe

the advection of the initial condition, the exponential in the front accounts for the decay of the energy as

scattering occurs, and the modified Bessel functions account for the scattering gain. Even for this very

simple 1-D example with uniform v and τs and no boundary conditions, the total intensity (see expression

5.4) has a complicated form. The scattering behavior for this simplest problem is given by modified Bessel

functions. Deep learning may be able to learn and model this complicated scattering behavior, when there

are no analytical solutions.

The main idea behind PINNs is to approximate the solution of equation 5.3, I(x, θ, t), with a neural

network Nω(x, θ, t), with trainable weights ω. The subscript ω indicates that the network depends on

these weights. Replacing the solution I(x, θ, t) by the neural network approximation Nω(x, θ, t) gives
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∂tNω(x, θ, t) + v cos θ∂xNω(x, θ, t) = −Nω(x, θ, t)/τs +

[
FNω(x, θ, t) +BNω(x, θ + π, t)

]
/τs,

Nω(x, θ, t = 0) = I0(x, θ),

Nω(x = xlb, θ, t) = f(xlb, θ, t), Nω(x = xrb , θ, t) = f(xrb , θ, t), (x, t) ∈ [xlb, x
r
b ]× (0, T ]. (5.5)

Approximating the solution I(x, θ, t) to the system 5.3 using a neural network Nω(x, θ, t) is convenient for

two reasons. First, contrary to standard numerical approaches (including the one that we use as a reference

in this chapter), we can evaluate the solution Nω(x, θ, t) at any point within the computational domain in

which we train the neural network, rather than at fixed points. Since the goal of the neural network is to

learn the mapping between the input points (x, θ, t) and the output N representing the intensity of the

waves, rather than evolving the numerical solution at fixed points (as it is done in finite difference

methods), we are free to choose any values for (x, θ, t) which are within the range of values that we use to

train the network. However, the network would produce poor results outside these ranges. Second, we can

evaluate the derivatives in system 5.5 exactly using automatic differentiation, a computational technique

based on the chain-rule for evaluating the derivatives of a function with respect to its input variables.

Automatic differentiation relies on the fact that all computer programs use a finite set of elementary

operations. Thus, any function that is computed by such programs, must be a composition of elementary

functions/operations. Since the partial derivatives of the simple elementary functions are known, one can

compute the derivative of the function of interest (i.e., the intensity of the waves at (x, θ, t)) via the chain

rule (Verma, 2000).

We want to determine the neural network Nω, which takes (x, θ, t) as its input, and approximates the

solution to equation 5.3 as its output. To determine this mapping we need to tell the neural network (i.e.,

the optimization problem and training algorithm) which physical law, initial condition, and boundary

conditions to satisfy (i.e., imposing equation 5.3). In the next section we discuss the training algorithm and

the neural network architecture.

5.4.2 Training Algorithm and Neural Network Architecture

To learn the approximate mapping, we need to inform the neural network about the desired output.

Hence, we need to define a penalty function J(ω) to guide the optimization of the tunable weights ω.

There are different approaches to define the penalty function J(ω) in the context of PINNs. The simplest

approach, and the earliest mentioned in the literature, is that of Raissi et al. (2019), denoted as the

soft-constraints approach. With this approach, one defines the penalty function as the weighted sum of the

individual penalty functions for the partial differential equation (PDE), the initial condition and/or the
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boundary condition.

To define the penalty function via the soft-constraints approach we first define the PDE loss using the

residual of equation 5.5 as

Lθi(xj , tj ;ω) = ∂tNω(xj , θi, tj) + v cos θi∂xNω(xj , θi, tj) +Nω(xj , θi, tj)/τs

− [FNω(xj , θi, tj) +BNω(xj , θi + π, tj)]/τs,
(5.6)

where the subscript θ1 = 0 (right-going waves) or θ2 = π (left-going waves). The terms xj and tj denote

the jth spatial and temporal coordinates, respectively, on which we evaluate the PDE residual. We write

the penalty function for the soft-constraints approach as

Jsoft(ω) =
1

2Npde

2∑
i=1

Npde∑
j=1

|Lθi(xj , tj ;ω)|2 +
λic

2Nic

2∑
i=1

Nic∑
j=1

|Nω(xj , θi, t = 0)− I0(xj , θi)|2

+
λbc

2N l
bc

2∑
i=1

N l
bc∑

j=1

|Nω(xj = xlb, θi, t)− f(x = xlb, θi, t)|2

+
λbc

2Nr
bc

2∑
i=1

Nr
bc∑

j=1

|Nω(xj = xrb , θi, t)− f(x = xrb , θi, t)|2, (5.7)

where the first double sum denotes the PDE loss, the second double sum denotes the initial condition loss,

and the third and fourth double sums denote the left and boundary condition losses, respectively. The

terms λic and λbc denote the regularization parameters for the initial and boundary condition losses,

respectively. Notice that to avoid biasing the values of the penalty function 5.7 we use the same

regularization term λbc for the left and right boundary conditions. The constants Npde, Nic, N
l
bc, and Nr

bc

denote the number of sampling points for the PDE, initial condition, left boundary condition, and right

boundary condition losses, respectively. During the training process, as the value of the penalty function is

updated, these sampling points are referred to as the training points, the data set on which we train the

neural network. In this chapter we refer to the penalty function 5.7 as the soft-constraints penalty

function. The main disadvantage of the soft-constraints approach is that finding the proper weighting of

the different losses is challenging. For instance, one could choose a high value of λic, with which the neural

network output satisfies the initial condition, but that does not satisfy the PDE. The same idea applies to

choosing the correct value of λbc. Methods such as the L-curve or generalized cross-validation (Hansen,

1992) can be used to determine the optimal parameters λic and λbc. However, to retrieve these parameters,

one would have to solve the system 5.5 multiple times, which is computationally demanding and

time-consuming. For the numerical experiments in this chapter we choose λic values which range over two

orders of magnitude (0.1, 1, 10), and set λbc = 10 for the numerical simulations in sections 5.5.2 and 5.5.3.
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We find this value of λbc to work reasonable well for the numerical experiments in this chapter.

Due to the cost of tuning the regularization parameters in the penalty function 5.7, a new type of

PINNs has been devised (Lu et al., 2021), denoted in this chapter as the hard-constraints approach. In this

approach one incorporates the initial and boundary conditions as part of the neural network architecture.

The idea with this approach is to apply one or more extra operations to the output of the neural network

such that after these operations the initial and/or boundary conditions are satisfied exactly. This approach

gives a penalty function which only contains the PDE loss

Jhard(ω) =
1

2Npde

2∑
i=1

Npde∑
j=1

|Lθi(xj , tj ;ω)|2, (5.8)

where the output Nω, that is used in the PDE loss function 5.6, is modified (through some operations) to

satisfy the initial and boundary conditions exactly. In practice, satisfying both initial and boundary

conditions exactly makes the training complicated. In this chapter we use a combination of soft and

hard-constraints approach. We encode the initial condition in the architecture as follows. First, define an

auxiliary neural network output N aux
ω (x, t, θ). Then, define the output Nω(x, t, θ) as

Nω(x, t, θ) =

[
(1− t/T )I0(x, θ) +

t

T
N aux

ω (x, t, θ)

]
e−γt/T , (5.9)

where T indicates the maximum simulation time for which we evolve the intensity, and γ is a trainable

parameter of size 1× 1. At time t = 0, equation 5.9 reduces to Nω(x, t, θ) = I0(x, θ), thereby automatically

satisfying the initial condition of choice.

Figure 5.2 Representation of initial condition (IC) enforcement. This neural network is an extension of the
neural network in Figure 5.1 with the extra operation given by equation 5.9.

92



Figure 5.2 shows the modification of the neural network output, using expression 5.9, to enforce the

initial condition exactly. This extra operation is simple to implement with a single line of code, and can be

changed accordingly depending on the type of initial or boundary condition that one aims to satisfy. We

train the neural network so that the output Nω solves the RTE; the output N aux
ω (x, t, θ) serves as an

auxiliary output which we are not interested in individually retrieving, since it satisfies a PDE which is

different to the RTE. We define a new penalty function

Jmixed(ω) =
1

2Npde

2∑
i=1

Npde∑
j=1

|Lθi(xj , tj ;ω)|2 +
λbc

2N l
bc

2∑
i=1

N l
bc∑

j=1

|Nω(xj = xlb, θi, t)− f(x = xlb, θi, t)|2

+
λbc

2Nr
bc

2∑
i=1

Nr
bc∑

j=1

|Nω(xj = xrb , θi, t)− f(x = xrb , θi, t)|2, (5.10)

where Nω(x, t, θ) is computed using expression 5.9. In equation 5.10 the output Nω(x, t, θ) (given by the

linear combination in equation 5.9), must satisfy the PDE and boundary condition, and is thus the solution

to the system 5.5 that we seek to solve. We denote the penalty function 5.10 as the mixed-constraints

penalty function.

We optimize the tunable parameters ω by minimizing either the soft-constraints penalty function 5.7 or

the mixed-constraints penalty function 5.10. We solve this minimization problem with the ADAM

optimizer, a first-order gradient-based optimizer of stochastic objective functions (Kingma and Ba, 2014).

This optimizer is based on stochastic gradient descent, an optimization algorithm with which one updates

the tunable parameters ω using a subset of the training points, contrary to gradient descent which requires

evaluating all the training points before a paramater update is determined. Hence, if one uses a large

number of training points, gradient descent can be very costly at every parameter update, as compared to

stochastic gradient descent (Bottou, 2012).

For all of the numerical experiments we use three nodes in the input layer (i.e., each node represents a

column vector in the input vector y = [x, θ, t]), three hidden layers with 256 nodes in each layer, and an

output layer containing one node (see Figure 5.1). The number of layers and neurons that are used in the

hidden section of the network may be modified to reduce the training time at the expense of accuracy.

Following definition 5.1 we apply the non-linearity in all but the last layer. In the last layer we set σ = 1.

For the numerical simulations we set T = 1 s, xlb = −1 km, and xrb = 1 km. We use Npde = 400 training

points per iteration (i.e., penalty function update) for the PDE loss, randomly chosen at each iteration

from a uniform distribution in the space-time domain (x, t) ∈ [−1, 1]× [0, 1]. For the initial condition

(penalty function 5.7) we use Nic = 100 training points randomly chosen from a uniform distribution in the

space domain x ∈ [−0.25, 0.25]. Notice that the range on which we evaluate the points Nic is different to
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the one on which the evaluate the points Npde, because we want to heavily sample the initial condition in

the region where the initial intensity is localized. We use N l
bc = 50 and N l

bc = 50 training points at each of

the space boundaries located at xlb and xrb , respectively. We change the values of the training points with

iteration (while being in a fixed range), so that the neural network can extract information about the

different parts of the computational domain. Anytime we evaluate the neural network we define the input

vector as (x, θ, t), which is of size 3×N , where the N corresponds to the number of ordered pairs in the

spatio-temporal plane (i.e., [(x1, t1), (x2, t2), (x3, t3), · · · , (xN−1, tN−1), (xN , tN )]), and takes a value of

Npde, Nic, N
l
bc, or Nr

bc, depending on whether we evaluate the network Nω for the PDE, initial condition,

left boundary condition, or right boundary condition loss, respectively. The number 3 corresponds to the

number of variables that govern the 1-D RTE (i.e., x, θ, t).

In the next section we provide a comparison between the soft (equation 5.7) and mixed-constraints

(equation 5.10) approach for three different examples. We illustrate that, generally speaking, the

mixed-constraints approach is more accurate than the soft-constraints approach. This is because we do not

need sample points for the initial condition, and we do not need to consider regularization parameter λic.

penalty function experiment 1 experiment 2 experiment 3
equation 5.7, λic=0.1 2.49× 10−3 2.96× 10−3 9.68× 10−4

equation 5.7, λic=1.0 3.06× 10−3 9.82× 10−4 5.39× 10−4

equation 5.7, λic=10 3.82× 10−4 2× 10−3 5.52× 10−4

equation 5.10 8.12× 10−5 1.32× 10−5 2.26× 10−5

Table 5.1 L2 error, scaled by the number of samples (101× 101), between deep learning and reference
solutions.

5.5 Numerical Examples

To illustrate the capability of both the soft- (equation 5.7) and mixed-constraints (equation 5.10)

approach, we show the intensity (obtained via deep learning) for three different numerical simulations with

increasing complexity. In the first simulation we use an isotropic initial condition (c = 0 in equation 5.4)

and assume the boundary is located at (xlb, x
r
b) = (−∞,∞) (i.e., the boundary condition is not imposed).

For this numerical example there is a closed-form analytical solution. The second simulation is the same as

the first simulation with reflective boundary conditions at (xlb, x
r
b) = (−1, 1). In the third simulation we set

the initial condition to be non-zero only for the right-going intensity (c = 1 in equation 5.4), and apply

reflective boundary conditions at (xlb, x
r
b) = (−1, 1) as in the second simulation, and set τs to be a function

of space. These last two simulations can not be solved analytically. We compare these simulations to a

time-stepping algorithm developed by Jaimes and Snieder (2023). We outline in the section 5.8 the details
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of this algorithm.

Figure 5.3 Total intensity for the initial condition defined by [I0(x, θ = 0), I0(x, θ = π)] = e−x
2/2σδ(t)[1, 1].

The red arrows point to the direct energy which advects and decays over time.

For all the numerical examples we set v = 2.0 km/s, F = B = 0.5, and train the network for 5× 104

iterations. We initialize the network with a learning rate of 10−3, and decrease the rate by a factor of 0.8

every 1000 iterations up to 104 iterations, after which we fix the rate to 1× 10−4. We find these values for

the learning rate to work reasonable well for the numerical experiments in this chapter. The learning rate

is the step-size with which we update the weights in the stochastic gradient descent algorithm, and it is a

user-defined hyper-parameter that is crucial in the optimization algorithm. Too big of a learning rate

makes the optimization algorithm jump around the desired minimum; and too small of a learning rate

leads to small or negligible weight updates (Gardner and Dorling, 1998). We retrieve the trainable

parameters γ = 1.47, 1.3, 1.34 in equation 5.9 for the first, second, and third simulation, respectively. While

we do not know the reason we retrieve these particular values, including the exponential term in expression

5.9 allows us to reduce (as compared to not including the exponential term) the error between the reference

solution and the deep learning solution obtained from the penalty function 5.10 by 30% to 90%, depending

on the numerical simulation. For all numerical experiments we show the total intensity, defined as

It(x, t) = I(x, , θ = 0, t) + I(x, θ = π, t). We display the total intensity in the space-time domain [−1, 1] km
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× [0, 1] s, with time along the vertical axis, and space along the horizontal axis, and use 101 points

uniformly distributed in each of the axes.

5.5.1 Example 1: Isotropic Initial Condition and No Boundary

We set I(x, θ, t = 0) = e−x
2/2L2

, with L = 0.1 km, and the scattering mean free time τs = 0.2 s. Since

the initial condition is isotropic, and the values of the forward (F ) and backward (B) scattering coefficients

are the same, the left and right going intensities are symmetric around x = 0. Figure 5.3 shows the exact

total intensity for the initial condition [I0(x, θ = 0), I0(x, θ = π)] = e−x
2/2L2

δ(t)[1, 1] (i.e., equation 5.4 after

spatial convolution). This solution is symmetric due to the choice of initial condition and scattering

pattern. The red arrows point to the direct energy which propagates towards the right (or left) direction

and decays over time due to scattering. Due to causality there is no energy before the direct wave. Over

time, the wave energy in the region between the direct waves increases, as scattering occurs. The

magnitude and rate of decay of this scattered energy is a function of the scattering properties of the

medium. Figure 5.5 shows total intensity obtained via deep learning for the numerical set-up in this

Figure 5.4 Total intensity obtained via deep learning for the numerical set-up in section 5.5.1. The yellow
arrow points to energy arriving before the direct wave

section, based on either the penalty function 5.7 or 5.10. The panels with λic show the PINNs solution

using the penalty function 5.7 (soft-constraints approach). The panel labeled Exact IC shows the PINNs
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solution using the penalty function 5.10 (mixed-constraints approach). We use this naming convention for

the latter because the initial condition is handled exactly via the neural network architecture. The top

panels show energy that arrives before the direct wave. This acausal energy is non-physical. The bottom

panels resemble, to some extent, the reference solution in Figure 5.3. To quantify the error of the total

intensity computed through deep learning, we show in Figure 5.5 the absolute difference between the deep

learning solutions in Figure 5.4 and the analytical solution in Figure 5.3. The absolute difference of the

Figure 5.5 Difference of total intensity obtained through deep learning with the exact total intensity in
Figure 5.3.

intensities in the top panels is of the same scale as the reference intensity in Figure 5.3. This means that

for these two panels the relative error is around 50 to 100%. The error in the bottom left panel is lower

(1% to 6%) than in the top panels, but not as good as the bottom right panel. One could iterate over

many more values of λic and λbc, and choose the optimal parameters based on an L-curve or generalized

cross-validation, as mentioned before, but doing so is expensive.

A simple modification of the neural network and penalty function (i.e., mixed-constraints approach via

equation 5.10) allows the deep learning solution to resemble the analytical solution as illustrated by the

bottom right panel. Since we do not have training data along the boundary we fail to accurately retrieve

the solution at (xlb, x
r
b) = (−1, 1) (indicated by the vertical red bands in the bottom right panel). There is

also a small error of about 1% along the direct arrival. Figure 5.6 shows a comparison of the total intensity
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Figure 5.6 Total intensity at a time of t = 0.25 s. The solid blue and orange lines are the analytical
(equation 5.4) convolved with the initial condition and neural network (using penalty function 5.10)
solutions, respectively.

at t = 0.25 s between the analytical solution in Figure 5.3 and the solution obtained from the

mixed-constraints approach (Exact IC) in the bottom right panel of Figure 5.4. This neural network

solution resembles the analytical solution, despite the complicated nature of equation 5.4. Table 3.1 shows

that the mixed-constraints approach decreases the error of the deep learning solution, as compared to the

soft-constraints approach, by multiple orders of magnitude.

5.5.2 Example 2: Isotropic Initial Condition and Reflective Boundary

For this example, we slightly modified the numerical example in section 5.5.1 to make the numerical

modeling more challenging. We impose fully reflective boundary conditions at (xlb, x
r
b) = (−1, 1), by

requiring that I(xlb, θ = 0, t)− I(xlb, θ = π, t) = 0 and I(xrb , θ = 0, t)− I(xrb , θ = π, t) = 0. This boundary

condition follows from conservation of energy by enforcing that the local current density J at the boundary

vanishes (Margerin et al., 1998). This boundary condition is challenging because at (xlb, x
r
b) = (−1, 1) the

left and right going intensities are independent of direction. For this example there is no closed-form

analytical solution, and equation 5.3 must be solved numerically. As mentioned earlier, we use the 1-D

version of the time-stepping algorithm developed by Jaimes and Snieder (2023) as our reference. We evolve

the left and right-going intensities over time using expression 5.15. In this this numerical example, we

expect the scattering behavior to be more complicated than for the previous numerical example, because of

the energy that reflects off of the boundaries. At times before the direct wave reaches the boundary, the

98



solution is the same as the previous example. After the wave reflects off of the boundary, the solutions are

different.

Figure 5.7 Total intensity computed with Time-stepping algorithm that we outline in section 5.8. The red
arrow points to the right-propagating direct wave. The green arrow points to the right-propagating direct
wave which reflects off the boundary at xrb = 1, and then propagates towards the left.

Figure 5.7 shows the time-stepping solution for this example. As in the numerical example in section

5.5.1, the solution is symmetric because of the isotropic initial condition, isotropic scattering pattern, and

the same boundary condition on (xlb, x
r
b) = (−1, 1). Over time the direct energy decays due to scattering

and scattered energy in-between the direct wave starts to develop. After reaching the boundary the direct

wave reflects off the boundary, reverses propagation direction, and keeps decaying as it propagates.

We can handle the boundary conditions via PINNs, by allocating training points at the left and right

boundary locations, denoted by N l
bc and Nr

bc (see expression 5.10). In this numerical example we are

hoping for the neural network to learn the PDE in equation 5.2, and the initial and boundary conditions

that we are imposing. The penalty function and the training algorithm becomes more complicated than

that in the previous numerical experiment. For instance, with the soft-constraints (equation 5.7) approach

we need to choose the correct combination of λic and λbc values, and with the mixed-constraints approach

(equation 5.10) we need to choose a suitable λbc. The latter approach becomes useful for this set-up since

it is easier to choose a suitable value for λbc, than to choose the proper combination of λic and λbc values.
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Figure 5.8 Total intensity obtained via deep learning for the numerical set-up in section 5.5.2. The yellow
arrow points to energy arriving before the direct wave.

Figure 5.8 shows the total intensity computed via deep learning for the example in this section. All of

the solutions obtained via the soft-constraints approach (top and bottom left panels) show energy that

arrives before the direct wave, which is non-physical. The solution obtained via the mixed-constraints

approach (bottom right panel) resembles the reference solution in Figure 5.7 the most. For this deep

learning solution there is no acausal energy, and there is symmetry in the solution, which we expect for this

numerical experiment. Figure 5.9 shows the difference between the deep learning solutions in Figure 5.8 and

the time-stepping solution in Figure 5.7. For the values of λic that we use, the error between the solutions

obtained via the soft-constraints approach and the reference solution is large (relative to the intensity in

Figure 5.7). As before, a simple modification of the neural network architecture and penalty function

(equation 5.10) gives a solution which is close to the time-stepping solution (bottom right panel). The

absolute error for the right- and left-propagating direct wave is about 10 times smaller than in Figure 5.5,

and the relative error of the reflected wave is around 1%. We are most likely able to significantly reduce

the error along the direct wave because the additional constraint (i.e., the boundary condition) further

informs the neural network N about the desired mapping. Table 5.1 shows that the mixed-constraints

approach significantly reduces the error between the deep learning and time-stepping solutions.
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Figure 5.9 Difference between deep learning solutions and time-stepping numerical solution in Figure 5.7.
The naming convention is the same as Figure 5.5.

5.5.3 Example 3: Directional Initial Condition, Reflective Boundary and Variable
Scattering

In the previous numerical examples, the PINNs mixed-constraints approach gave solutions that

resembled the analytical/numerical solutions (Figure 5.5, Figure 5.6, and Figure 5.9). To illustrate the

capability of this deep learning approach, we consider a third numerical example with a directional initial

condition, reflective boundary at (xlb, x
r
b) = (−1, 1), and variable scattering. This example is useful to see

the applicability of deep learning to model the RTE in complicated settings. We define the directional

initial condition by I0(x, θ = 0) = e−x
2/2L2

, with L = 0.1 km2, and I0(x, θ = π) = 0. We set τs to be a

piece-wise function, defined by τs = 0.2 s for |x| > 0.4, and τs = 0.4 s otherwise. There is less scattering

near the source (|x| ≤ 0.4), and more scattering far away from it (|x| > 0.4).

Figure 5.10 shows the time-stepping solution for the set-up in this numerical example. The red arrow

points to the right-propagating direct wave. There is no left-propagating direct wave, and the energy that

propagates to the left is only due to scattering. For |x| > 0.4 the direct wave decays more than for

|x| ≤ 0.4. The green arrow points to the left-propagating wave which arises due to the reflection off the

boundary of the initial right-propagating direct wave. Over time trailing energy develops due to scattering.
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Figure 5.10 Total intensity computed using the time-stepping algorithm outlined in section 5.8. The red
arrow points to the right-propagating direct wave. The green arrow points to the right-propagating direct
wave which reflects off the boundary at xrb = 1, and begins to propagate towards the left.

Figure 5.11 Deep learning solutions for the numerical set-up in section 5.5.3. The yellow arrow points to
energy arriving before the direct wave.
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Figure 5.11 shows the total intensity computed via deep learning for the numerical set-up in this

section. Once again, the solutions obtained via the soft-constraints approach show non-physical energy.

The mixed-constraints approach resembles the reference solution in Figure 5.10 the most. Figure 5.12

shows the absolute difference between the deep learning solutions in Figure 5.11 and the time-stepping

solution in Figure 5.10. There is a large error between the solution obtained via the soft-constraints

approach and the reference solution. This might indicate that one needs to iterate over many different

values of λic and λbc to find the best combination of regularization parameters that minimizes the objective

function 5.7. As in the previous two numerical examples, modifying the neural network to match the initial

Figure 5.12 Difference of deep learning solutions with time-stepping numerical solution in Figure 5.10. The
naming convention is the same as Figure 5.5.

condition exactly (mixed-constraints approach), allows the PINNs to closely match the numerical solution

(bottom right panel of Figure 5.12). The goal of the mixed-constraints approach is to focus only on the

boundary condition and PDE losses, and let the neural network satisfy the initial condition exactly. As for

the other two numerical examples, Table 5.1 shows that the mixed-constraints approach significantly

reduces the error between the deep learning and time-stepping solutions.
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5.6 Discussion

This chapter provides insight into the capability of deep learning, based on PINNs, to model the 1-D

RTE. There are two major advantages to using the PINNs approach as compared to the reference solution

outlined in section 5.8. First, we can evaluate the neural network solution anywhere within the

computational domain, rather than at fixed grid points. Second, the derivatives that we compute in

equation 5.3 are handled exactly via automatic differentiation. This computational technique is based on

the chain-rule, and allows the computation of the derivatives of an arbitrary function with respect to its

input variables.

A soft-constraints implementation of PINNs (i.e., penalty function 5.7) does not generally allow for the

accurate modeling of the physical law under consideration, because to minimize the penalty function 5.7

one needs to find the most optimal set of regularization parameters λic and λbc. The process of finding

these optimal parameters can be time consuming, the optimal parameters may change between simulations,

and even if one finds the optimal regularization parameters, the fit to the PDE, initial condition, and

boundary condition may be poor. To make the application of PINNs feasible, we can modify the neural

network architecture to incorporate the initial condition exactly (i.e., penalty function 5.10). Table

Table 5.1 shows that the mixed-constraints approach reduces the error between the reference and deep

learning solutions by several orders of magnitude, depending on the numerical example. This improvement

occurs for two reasons. First, because it is easier to choose a suitable weight λbc than to choose the proper

combination of λic and λbc values. Second, because when we modify the output of the neural network

following expression 5.9, we exactly enforce the initial condition and also tell the network how the solution

evolves over time.

To illustrate the capability of this mixed-constraints approach we considered three examples of

increasing complexity. The first example (section 5.5.1) consisted of an isotropic initial condition, no

boundary, and uniform scattering. The second example (section 5.5.2) was the same as the first example

with a reflective boundary at (xlb, x
r
b) = (−1, 1). The third example (section 5.5.3) consisted of a directional

initial condition, reflective boundary, and variable scattering. All of these examples show that with the

mixed-constraints approach we are able to match, to some extent, analytical/numerical solutions

(Figure 5.5, Figure 5.6, Figure 5.9, and Figure 5.12). Even for the last example, which is the most

challenging, the neural network constructed via the mixed-constraints approach is able to model the

solution of the 1-D RTE within 2%. There is some error for this set-up due to the piece-wise scattering

model, which one can reduce by increasing the number of training samples along the model discontinuity.
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PINNs, under some modifications, appear to be a promising tool in the modeling of the RTE in

complicated numerical settings (i.e., variable scattering model and involved boundary conditions). While

we focus only on the forward modeling problem, a similar PINNs approach can be used for inverse

problems (i.e., PDE-constrained inversion) where the observable is the solution to the PDE (or an

approximation to it) and one seeks the parameters of the PDE (v and τs in the case of the RTE). Even

though we focus on the 1-D RTE, the deep learning algorithm is easily transferable to other type of

equations/physical systems. For the RTE, using PINNs for higher dimensions is not yet computationally

feasible due to sampling complexity as a result of the the angular coupling (Mishra and Molinaro, 2021).

However, for other equations such as the Navier-Stokes equations (e.g., Liu et al., 2022), Maxwell’s

equations (e.g., Lu et al., 2021), and the acoustic wave equation (e.g., Huang and Alkhalifah, 2022), the

mixed-constraints PINNs approach can be readily implemented in 2- and 3-D.
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5.8 Time-Stepping Algorithm

We want to numerically solve equation 5.3, where, for simplicity, we assume that the scattering mean

free time τs is uniform. A similar treatment to the one below follows when τs is a function of space. To

solve system 5.3, following the work of Paasschens (1997), we transform the system 5.3 into a system of

integral equations

I(x, θ, t) = I(x− v(t− t0) cos θ, θ, t0)e−(t−t0)/τs︸ ︷︷ ︸
DAMPED ADVECTION

+
1

τs

∫ t

t0

[
FI(x− v(t− t′) cos θ, θ, t′) +BI(x− v(t− t′) cos θ, θ + π, t′)

]
e−(t−t′)/τsdt′︸ ︷︷ ︸

SCATTERING GAIN

, (5.11)

where θ = 0, π. This transformation is of use because we are able to handle the advection terms (i.e., the

spatial and temporal derivatives) analytically. Equation 5.11 constitutes a set of two coupled integral

equations. The first term on the right-hand side is the energy of the direct propagating wave, which decays

over time due to scattering. The second term contains the gain in energy due to scattering from the

forward and backward directions.

To develop an iterative scheme that depends only on the current time t and previous time t−∆t, we let

t0 = t−∆t to obtain
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I(x, θ, t) =I(x− v∆t cos θ, θ, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs

+
1

τs

∫ t

t−∆t

[
FI(x− v(t− t′) cos θ, θ, t′) +BI(x− v(t− t′) cos θ, θ + π, t′)

]
e−(t−t′)/τsdt′. (5.12)

We discretize the time-stepping integral using a two-point quadrature rule, with lower and upper bounds

A1 and A2, which gives

I(x, θ, t) =I(x− v∆t cos θ, θ, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs

+
A1∆t

τs

[
FI(x− v∆t cos θ, θ, t−∆t) +BI(x− v∆t cos θ, θ + π, t−∆t)

]
e−∆t/τs

A2∆t

τs

[
FI(x, θ, t) +BI(x, θ + π, t)

]
. (5.13)

From equation 5.13 we construct the linear system[
1− A2∆tF

τs
−A2∆tB

τs

−A2∆tB
τs

1− A2∆tF
τs

] [
I(x, θ = 0, t)
I(x, θ = π, t)

]
=

[
Wr

Wl

]
, (5.14)

where the components of the right-hand vector are

Wr = I(x− v∆t, θ = 0, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs

+
A1∆t

τs

[
FI(x− v∆t, θ = 0, t−∆t) +BI(x− v∆t, θ = π, t−∆t)

]
e−∆t/τs ,

Wl = I(x+ v∆t, θ = π, t−∆t)e−∆t/τs

+
A1∆t

τs

[
FI(x+ v∆t, θ = π, t−∆t) +BI(x+ v∆t, θ = 0, t−∆t)

]
e−∆t/τs .

The solution to the linear system 5.14 is[
I(x, θ = 0, t)
I(x, θ = π, t)

]
=

1(
1− A2∆tF

τs

)2

−
(
A2∆tB
τs

)2

[
1− A2∆tF

τs
A2∆tB
τs

A2∆tB
τs

1− A2∆tF
τs

] [
Wr

Wl

]
. (5.15)

We initialize the left- and right-going intensities with the corresponding initial condition, and evolve the

intensities over time with expression 5.15. In this chapter we use the trapezoidal rule (i.e., A1 = A2 = 1/2).

This quadrature makes the numerical scheme energy conserving. To handle the reflective boundary

condition we introduce a buffer zone, which we illustrate in Figure 5.13. In the blue area we evolve the

specific intensities using expression 5.15. We enforce the advection of energy from the start of the buffer

zone to the boundary location. Once the energy reaches the boundary, we reverse the direction, and

propagate the energy back into the computational domain. We assume that no energy comes from outside

the computational domain.
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ADVECTION RTE ADVECTION

Figure 5.13 Illustration of the computational domain for the time-stepping algorithm. In the blue area we
evolve the specific intensities with expression 5.15. In the red area we only impose advection of the specific
intensities. The dashed lines indicate the spatial boundary. The black arrows indicate the reflection that
occurs at the boundary.
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CHAPTER 6

GENERAL OVERVIEW AND FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS

In this chapter I provide a general overview of the outcome of this thesis, and future research directions.

To study the spatio-temporal distribution of seismic wave fields and intensities in scattering media, I divide

my thesis into two parts. In the first part (Chapter 2), I address active source focusing in homogeneous

and inhomogeneous media, and in the second part (Chapters 3, 4, and 5), I address energy propagation.

In Chapter 2, to address active source focusing, I introduce a weighted (in the frequency domain)

time-reversal algorithm, which is valid in both homogeneous and heterogeneous media. With this

algorithm I can locally improve the spatio-temporal resolution of the focal spot of back-propagated waves,

compared to standard time-reversal. There are three major advantages to this algorithm: (1) it is directly

applicable to band-limited wave fields, (2) the focusing is achieved in both space and time, and (3) it does

not require regularly spaced receivers. The optimal weights, which I obtain through my algorithm,

compensate for the limited acquisition geometry, the incomplete wave field sampling, and the bandwidth of

the wave fields that are recorded. The modified algorithm is robust to errors in the source location, and

requires accurate knowledge of the velocity of the medium. Outside the spatial area in which I localize the

focusing, the wave field amplitudes become very large, which agrees with the early observations by Francia

(1952), and the more recent observations in the optics community by Rogers and Zheludev (2013). Thus, if

one only cares about optimizing the focal spot in a localized region, one can disregard the wave field

amplitudes outside this region. However, one must keep in mind that, as Francia (1952) showed

experimentally, the more one tries to localize the wave field within a limited spatial region, the more energy

is wasted in the large wave field amplitudes outside the region of interest, which may degrade the focused

wave field in the presence of noise.

In Chapter 3, I develop a time-stepping algorithm to solve the acoustic RTE in 2-D. The algorithm

that I develop is valid for media with non-uniform scattering properties, arbitrary angle-dependent

scattering, and a uniform speed of transport. This algorithm accounts for the angular distribution of the

energy; and models direct, single scattered, weakly multiple scattered, and diffuse waves. Comparisons

with exact solutions show that the algorithm is accurate. I introduce the equipartitioning index δ to

quantify the extent of angular randomization of the energy. This index ranges from δ = 0 for equally

distributed (along angular directions) energy, to δ = 1 for uni-directional energy. The direct wave, due to

its preferred direction, has the equipartitioning index δ = 1. However, due to discretization, the numerical

values of δ that I show in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 are below one. As scattering occurs, energy is
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redistributed among the different propagation directions, and the value of δ decreases. At times much

larger than the scattering mean free time, after many scattering events have occurred, the equipartitioning

index shows that the wave field is nearly equipartitioned (δ � 1). As waves are scattered more and more,

the wave field enters a diffusive state as the current density of the field varies slowly in time, relative to the

time scale over which the direction of propagation of the wave is randomized. Beyond diffusion, after the

energy has equilibrated, the wave field becomes equipartitioned (δ ≈ 0) and stationary. I find, however,

that the rate at which such transitions (diffusion and equipartitioning) occur depends strongly on space

and time. Thus, equipartitioning and diffusion are not global, but local properties.

In Chapter 4, I extend the acoustic algorithm to include elastic waves. With this new algorithm it is

possible to describe the energy propagation as a function of space, time, propagation direction, and wave

mode. The numerical solutions that I obtain with this algorithm agree with the modal equipartitioning

ratio, the diffusion approximation, and global expressions for the total P and S energies. As in Chapter

3, I study the local behavior of the angular equipartitioning using the equipartitioning index δ for each of

the P and S wave modes. For elastic waves, as with acoustic waves, the equipartitioning index δ depends

on space and time. The value of the equipartitioning index δ, as well as the rate at which it changes, also

depends on the P → P , P → S, S → P , and S → S scattering patterns. In addition to angular

equipartitioning, I study the spatio-temporal dependence of the S to P energy ratio. After many scattering

events, this local energy ratio converges in 2-D to the theoretical global ratio v2
p/v

2
s , but the rate at which

this convergence occurs is a function of space and time. The local behavior of both the angular and modal

equipartitioning has implications for Green’s function retrieval, which relies on the use of equipartitioned

noise fields. Since equipartitioning changes locally rather than globally, the accuracy of the Green’s

function reconstruction may be a function of space and time, depending on the length of the time windows

that are used in the reconstruction.

In Chapter 5, I explore the use of PINNs, a deep learning technique, to solve the 1-D RTE. To

implement PINNs, I consider two different approaches: (1) soft-constraints, and (2) mixed-constraints. In

the soft-constraints approach, one constructs and minimizes a penalty function which is the weighted sum

of the PDE (i.e., 1-D RTE in this thesis), initial, and boundary condition losses; whereas with the

mixed-constraints approach one satisfies the initial condition exactly, which results in a penalty function

that only contains the PDE and boundary condition losses. I perform several tests of increasing complexity,

and find that the mixed-constraints approach outperforms the soft-constraints approach. This difference in

performance occurs because with the mixed-constraints approach one handles the initial condition exactly,

and one only has to deal with regularization for the boundary conditions; contrary to the soft-constraints

approach in which the initial condition is not satisfied exactly, and one has to deal with the regularization
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of both the initial and boundary conditions. The numerical solutions that I compute through the

mixed-constraints PINNs approach resemble the reference analytical/numerical solutions, even in the

complicated numerical test in section 5.5.3. While I focus only on the 1-D RTE, deep learning appears as a

promising tool to model the RTE in 2,3-D in complicated settings (e.g., layered velocity models and partial

reflection/transmission at boundaries). Due to practical limitations it is not yet computationally feasible to

use deep learning to solve the equations of radiative transfer in 2D, let alone in 3D.

6.1 Future Research

The work that I present in this thesis serves as a starting point for future research opportunities, which

I outline below.

6.1.1 Weighted Time-Reversal with Field Data

In Chapter 2, I develop a weighted time-reversal algorithm that improves the spatio-temporal

resolution of the focal spot. In that chapter, I also show that with the modified algorithm, I obtain proper

focusing at multiple locations (within a given spatial area) using the optimal weights computed for a fixed

location. This means that if one has access to a control point within the given spatial area, then one can

achieve focusing at other points within the same area using the optimal weights computed for the control

point. The improved resolution, as well as the focusing at different source locations within the localized

area, would be of use in microseismic event localization (Li et al., 2019; Zhu et al., 2019), characterization

of earthquake rupture (Yang and Zhu, 2019; An and Meng, 2017; Hossen et al., 2015), nondestructive

imaging and localization of fractures for structural health monitoring (Leutenegger and Dual, 2004; Gliozzi

et al., 2006; Douma et al., 2015), and imaging/localization of sources in random media (Kawakatsu and

Montagner, 2008; Yuanwei Jin et al., 2008; Fouda and Teixeira, 2012). While using time-reversal techniques

for the areas mentioned above is not new, the algorithm that I develop partially compensates for the

limited acquisition geometry and the incomplete wave field sampling; thus, my algorithm produces a focal

spot with enhanced resolution as compared to the standard time-reversal method. This enhancement is of

importance not only to locate the source in space and time, but also to characterize the source mechanism.

The improved resolution of my algorithm means that one could better describe, as compared to standard

time-reversal, complicated rupture patterns, for which high resolution images are required.

The algorithm that I develop serves as a starting point for several open research questions. First, can

one use the information contained in the enhanced time-reversed image to improve the characterization of

complicated rupture patterns? Second, can one use the same optimal weights for similar experimental

settings (e.g., small perturbations in source location, medium velocity, or acquisition geometry)? I partly
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address this question in Chapter 2, where I explore focusing in different locations within the field-of-view

using the weights computed from a control location, and imaging a horizontal dipole using the weights

computed for a point source. Third, is it possible to extend the algorithm to elastic media, complicated

velocity/scattering models, and noisy environments? Last, but not least, would it be possible to

incorporate the optimal weights that I propose into the image-domain tomography adjoint-state method?

In this method, one aims to retrieve the slowness perturbation, which optimally focuses the image, and

represents the difference between assumed and true models (Shragge et al., 2013). To this end, one

computes cross-correlations between the forward propagated source wave fields, and backward propagated

receiver wave fields, which results in extended image gathers. To quantify the accuracy of the slowness

update one measures imperfections in the image gathers through a given penalty operator. Different

penalty operators have been proposed, with most attention given to those that deal with irregular

illumination (Yang et al., 2013; Dı́az and Sava, 2017). Hence, one can pose the following question: could

one construct an imaging operator, based on the optimal weights that I develop in Chapter 2, which

account for the irregular illumination and the band-limited nature of the source and receiver wave fields?

and if so, how would one perform such construction?

6.1.2 Construction of Sensitivity Kernels for Coda Wave Interferometry

With the algorithms that I develop in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4, I can compute the

spatio-temporal-angular distribution of the wave intensity in strongly scattering media. Since the

sensitivity kernels that are used to image localized changes are a function of the intensity of the waves, the

numerical solutions that I obtain can be used to construct such kernels.

There are several advantages to using my algorithm in constructing the sensitivity kernels compared to

using analytical approximations such as assuming diffuse propagation (Pacheco and Snieder, 2005) or

assuming isotropic scattering (Planès et al., 2014). First, my algorithms are valid in both 2-D acoustic and

elastic media; hence, it is possible to construct both the acoustic and elastic kernels without disregarding

mode conversions. Second, my algorithms are valid for different source distributions, radiation patterns,

and non-uniform scattering properties. Third, my algorithms account for all propagation regimes ranging

from ballistic to single to multiple scattered to diffuse waves; thus, at early times, the intensities are not as

smooth as those given by the diffusive approximation. This means that the sensitivity kernel that one can

construct using my algorithm is strongly peaked (relative to the diffuse sensitivity kernel) at early times

(i.e., direct and single scattered wave arrival). Thus, because the sensitivity kernels are strongly peaked,

one could localize the time-lapse medium perturbation better than with diffuse kernels, which are only

appropriate when one uses later parts of the wave forms. Fourth, because my algorithms account for the
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directional wave transport, it is possible in practice to use my algorithms to retrieve velocity perturbations

which depend on space as well as on angular direction, namely anisotropic perturbations (Snieder et al.,

2019). Last, because my algorithms are based on the radiative transfer equations, they account for the

direction of the incoming and outgoing waves at the locations of the velocity perturbations, whereas the

diffuse kernels disregard the direction of the incoming and outgoing waves since by definition diffuse waves

propagate with nearly equal intensity in all directions (Snieder et al., 2019). Note, however, that the

radiative transfer kernels assume that the direction of the incoming and outgoing waves at the perturbation

location is the same, meaning that the velocity perturbation only leaves an imprint on the arrival time of

the scattered waves (Snieder et al., 2019), and does not scatter incoming waves. After constructing the

sensitivity kernels with the numerical solutions obtained from my algorithms, one could first test the

accuracy of the retrieval of the time-lapse perturbations with synthetic data, and then use the kernels to

image time-lapse changes with field data. For a real world application, my algorithms are advantageous,

compared to analytical approximations, since they do not rely on specific assumptions such as diffuse

propagation, isotropic scattering, or isotropic source radiation.

6.1.3 Extension of Time-Stepping Algorithm

For practical applications, one may want to simulate the energy propagation in 3-D, account for

boundary conditions, or handle layered velocity models. Theoretically, it is possible to re-formulate my

algorithms in 3-D, by writing the RTE in terms of a solid angle Ω̂, or by parameterizing the angular

dependence, for example, with an expansion in spherical harmonics (Mengüç and Viskanta, 1985).

However, computationally, the numerical algorithm becomes very expensive. For acoustic waves, the

time-stepping matrix would have a size MN ×MN , where M and N are the number of angles along the

azimuthal and polar directions, respectively. For elastic waves, the time-stepping matrix would have a size

of either 3MN × 3MN if one ignores the polarization of the elastic waves, or 5MN × 5MN , if one accounts

for the polarization (Turner and Weaver, 1994). To remedy this computational complication, one could use

domain decomposition techniques (Champaney et al., 1997) to parallelize the numerical algorithms.

To handle boundary conditions, or piece-wise layered velocity models, one could incorporate into my

algorithms energy conservation at interfaces, following the work of Margerin (2005). As I show in Chapter

5, it is possible with my acoustic algorithm (in 1-D) to enforce full reflection at the boundary, by requiring

that the energy incident into the boundary is the same as the energy which reflects off of the boundary. A

similar approach may be taken in 2- and 3-D. To this end one would take two steps: (1) keep track of the

change of propagation direction and decay of the direct wave as it encounters interfaces, and (2) keep track

of the incoming and outgoing directions of the scattered waves at the interfaces, and the energy that these
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waves carry. For a continuous velocity model v(z), where the z−axis is the vertical axis, the time-stepping

algorithm must be modified. As Ryzhik et al.(1996), and later Tualle and Tinet (2003) show, even for a

simple velocity model v(z), the radiative transfer equations become complicated due to terms involving the

spatial gradient of the velocity, and the derivative of the intensity with respect to the angular direction.

This last term arises from the fact that, when the velocity is a function of space, the energy rays are not

straight lines but curves (Ferwerda, 1999). Thus, one would need to reformulate the radiative transfer

equations (including the scattering functions), and the corresponding time-stepping algorithm, in terms of

the ray parameter, say p, instead of the angular direction n̂.

6.1.4 Estimation of the Scattering Properties of the Crust

The acoustic and elastic RTE have been used to estimate the scattering properties of the crust from

seismic coda (Lacombe et al., 2003; Gaebler et al., 2015; Margerin et al., 1998; Sato and Fukushima, 2013;

Przybilla et al., 2009). To estimate these properties, one first computes theoretical energy envelopes for a

range of models with distinct scattering properties. Then, one compares these envelopes to the energy

envelopes computed from seismic coda, and chooses the scattering model whose coda has the lowest misfit

with the experimental coda. To compute the theoretical envelopes, one usually assumes that the seismic

source radiates energy isotropically, and that scattering is not a function of angle (e.g., Fielitz and Wegler,

2015; Ugalde et al., 2010). Depending on the source-receiver geometry, and the scattering properties of the

medium, the assumptions mentioned above may not hold. Thus, the scattering properties that one

retrieves with a model that assumes isotropic scattering and energy radiation, may not be representative of

the subsurface. Since the properties of the subsurface dictate the scattering of energy, one could pose the

following research question: is it possible to unravel spatial variations in scattering properties from the

variations in scattering patterns? And if so, how would one best exploit the information contained in the

variations in the scattering patterns?

The algorithms that I develop in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 can be used to compute realistic energy

envelopes that account for the source distribution, the angle-dependent scattering, and the different

regimes of wave propagation. Some applications where my algorithms could be used include the estimation

of the scattering properties of the crust of the moon (Garcia et al., 2019; Zhang et al., 2022), that of mars

(Menina et al., 2021), and the earth (Przybilla et al., 2009). Similarly, the algorithm could be used to

estimate the scattering properties of planetary atmospheres (Rozanov et al., 2001), as well as the

estimation of scattering losses in the ocean (Li et al., 2015). For these last two applications, the angular

quadrature that is used in the time-stepping algorithm may need to be modified depending on the extent of

forward scattering.
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6.1.5 PINNs for the 2,3-D RTE

In Chapter 5, I propose a PINNs algorithm to solve the 1-D RTE. In higher dimensions, the algorithm

that I propose is not yet computationally feasible due to the cost of the neural network evaluations because

of the angular coupling in the scattering gain term in the RTE (Mishra and Molinaro, 2021). The easiest

alternative to solve the computational issues is to use parallel PINNs (Shukla et al., 2021). This new type

of PINNs is based on domain decomposition, which allows for parallelization of the neural network

training, and resolves the memory issues that arise from the two and three-dimensional RTE.

A second alternative is to smartly choose the training points in the PINNs algorithm, thereby reducing

the sampling complexity. Raissi (2018) propose a deep learning approach to solving high-dimensional

PDEs by exploting their connection with forward-backward stochastic differential equations (FBSDEs). In

the forward stage, one starts with a set of training points, and evolves these points over time using the

information contained in the PDE that one seeks to solve, rather than randomly choosing the training

points. In the backward stage, one solves (through deep learning) an ordinary differential equation, whose

solution is (theoretically) the same as that of the PDE that one wants to solve. With this approach, one

can reduce the sampling redundancy, which decreases the computational cost of PINNs.
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parallel computers of a mixed domain decomposition method. Computational Mechanics, 19(4):253–263.

Chandrasekhar, S. (1960). Radiative transfer. Dover Publications, New York.

Chen, Y., Liu, K., Xie, Y., and Hu, M. (2020). Financial Trading Strategy System Based on Machine
Learning. Mathematical Problems in Engineering, 2020:1–13.

Chung, S.-W. and Kim, Y.-K. (1999). Design and fabrication of 10x10 micro-spatial light modulator array
for phase and amplitude modulation. Sensors and Actuators A: Physical, 78(1):63 – 70.

Clarke, P., Wang, H., Garrard, J., Abedi, R., and Mudaliar, S. (2019). Space-angle discontinuous Galerkin
method for plane-parallel radiative transfer equation. Journal of Quantitative Spectroscopy and Radiative
Transfer, 233:87–98.

Conti, S. G., Roux, P., and Kuperman, W. A. (2007). Near-field time-reversal amplification. The Journal
of the Acoustical Society of America, 121(6):3602.

Curtis, A., Gerstoft, P., Sato, H., Snieder, R., and Wapenaar, K. (2006). Seismic interferometry—turning
noise into signal. The Leading Edge, 25(9):1082–1092.

116



de Abreu, M. P. (2004). A two-component method for solving multislab problems in radiative transfer.
Journal of Quantitative Spectroscopy and Radiative Transfer, 85(3-4):311–336.

de Rosny, J. and Fink, M. (2002). Overcoming the Diffraction Limit in Wave Physics Using a
Time-Reversal Mirror and a Novel Acoustic Sink. Physical Review Letters, 89(12):124301.

Dinther, C., Margerin, L., and Campillo, M. (2021). Implications of Laterally Varying Scattering
Properties for Subsurface Monitoring With Coda Wave Sensitivity Kernels: Application to Volcanic and
Fault Zone Setting. Journal of Geophysical Research: Solid Earth, 126(12).

Dolph, C. (1946). A Current Distribution for Broadside Arrays Which Optimizes the Relationship between
Beam Width and Side-Lobe Level. Proceedings of the IRE, 34(6):335–348.

Douma, J., Niederleithinger, E., and Snieder, R. (2015). Locating Events Using Time Reversal and
Deconvolution: Experimental Application and Analysis. Journal of Nondestructive Evaluation, 34(1):2.

Duran, A., Planès, T., and Obermann, A. (2020). Coda-wave decorrelation sensitivity kernels in 2-D elastic
media: a numerical approach. Geophysical Journal International, 223(2):934–943.

Dı́az, E. and Sava, P. (2017). Cascaded wavefield tomography and inversion using extended
common-image-point gathers: A case study. GEOPHYSICS, 82(5):S391–S401.

Edelmann, G., Song, H., Kim, S., Hodgkiss, W., Kuperman, W., and Akal, T. (2005). Underwater Acoustic
Communications Using Time Reversal. IEEE Journal of Oceanic Engineering, 30(4):852–864.

Evans, K. F. and Stephens, G. L. (1995). Microweve Radiative Transfer through Clouds Composed of
Realistically Shaped Ice Crystals. Part II. Remote Sensing of Ice Clouds. Journal of the Atmospheric
Sciences, 52(11):2058–2072.

Fan, Y., An, J., and Ying, L. (2019). Fast algorithms for integral formulations of steady-state radiative
transfer equation. Journal of Computational Physics, 380:191–211.

Ferwerda, H. A. (1999). The radiative transfer equation for scattering media with a spatially varying
refractive index. Journal of Optics A: Pure and Applied Optics, 1(3):L1–L2.

Fielitz, D. and Wegler, U. (2015). Intrinsic and scattering attenuation as derived from fluid induced
microseismicity at the German Continental Deep Drilling site. Geophysical Journal International,
201(3):1346–1361.

Fink, M. (1997). Time Reversed Acoustics. Physics Today, 50(3):34–40.

Fink, M. (2006). Time-reversal acoustics in complex environments. Geophysics, 71(4):SI151–SI164.

Fink, M., Kuperman, W. A., Montagner, J.-P., and Tourin, A., editors (2002). Imaging of Complex Media
with Acoustic and Seismic Waves, volume 84 of Topics in Applied Physics. Springer, Berlin.

Fink, M., Montaldo, G., and Tanter, M. (2003). Time-Reversal Acoustics in Biomedical Engineering.
Annual Review of Biomedical Engineering, 5(1):465–497.

Fink, M. and Prada, C. (2001). Acoustic time-reversal mirrors. Inverse Problems, 17(1):R1–R38.

Foldy, L. L. (1945). The Multiple Scattering of Waves. I. General Theory of Isotropic Scattering by
Randomly Distributed Scatterers. Physical Review, 67(3-4):107–119.

117



Fouda, A. E. and Teixeira, F. L. (2012). Imaging and tracking of targets in clutter using differential
time-reversal techniques. Waves in Random and Complex Media, 22(1):66–108.

Franceschetti, M., Bruck, J., and Schulman, L. (2004). A random walk model of wave propagation. IEEE
Transactions on Antennas and Propagation, 52(5):1304–1317.

Francia, G. (1952). Super-gain antennas and optical resolving power. Il Nuovo Cimento, 9(3):426–438.

Francis, P. N., Cooke, M. C., and Saunders, R. W. (2012). Retrieval of physical properties of volcanic ash
using Meteosat: A case study from the 2010 Eyjafjallajökull eruption: Meteosat Volcanic Ash Retrievals.
Journal of Geophysical Research: Atmospheres, 117(D20).

Gaebler, P. J., Eulenfeld, T., and Wegler, U. (2015). Seismic scattering and absorption parameters in the
W-Bohemia/Vogtland region from elastic and acoustic radiative transfer theory. Geophysical Journal
International, 203(3):1471–1481.

Gallaudet, T. and de Moustier, C. (2000). On optimal shading for arrays of irregularly-spaced or
noncoplanar elements. IEEE Journal of Oceanic Engineering, 25(4):553–567.

Garcia, R. F., Khan, A., Drilleau, M., Margerin, L., Kawamura, T., Sun, D., Wieczorek, M. A., Rivoldini,
A., Nunn, C., Weber, R. C., Marusiak, A. G., Lognonné, P., Nakamura, Y., and Zhu, P. (2019). Lunar
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